RYLSTONE OBJECTS IN CRAVEN MUSEUM

(Thanks to Amy Ball for the information.)

Norton Tower finds

Remains of tower. Probably C16 for Richard Norton. Coursed gritstone. A square structure, approximately 10 metres x 15 metres, the corners standing approximately 3 metres high but the walls slighted. Original entrance probably on the south side, remains of a fireplace and stone newel stair on east side, no windows survive. The ruin stands among extensive earthworks and is only one part of an important archaeological site which includes rabbit warrens (pillow mounds) and probably prehistoric field clearance cairns to the south. The building was a hunting lodge of the Nortons of Rylstone and Norton Conyers and was slighted after the family's involvement in the Rising of the North, 1569.  Norton Tower stands on the strongest point of a natural ridge, and is flanked on the east side by a slight bank and ditch (see plan). The Tower is ascribed to Richard Norton circa 1540, and was probably erected to house watchers following a dispute with Clifford of Skipton over hunting rights in Rylstone. The bank and ditch is the obstructive part of a probable palisaded enclosure, later walled, which covered the summit of the ridge, and was primarily designed for herding deer. The Tower is 9.5m by 7.5m with walls 1.2m thick standing to a maximum height of 5.0m, see photograph. Villy's deer enclosure is best preserved for some 150m between 'C' and 'N', where the footings of a substantial wall are set on top of a bank 3.5m overall, with a shallow external ditch of the same width. The remainder of the east side as far as 'E' is represented by a modern wall with a stream on the outside. Between 'E' and 'F' water action has eroded the bank and ditch into a ragged and ill-defined feature. Solid wall footings continue across the north side passing the Tower, but these deteriorate, and all the stones of the west side have been grubbed out leaving the wall traceable as a slight robber trench. The small ditched feature at 'N' also appears to be the result of water action rather than an original construction.
The finds below were found during reconstruction work in 1981.

	Index Key
	Object Name
	FullName
	BriefDescription
	ProductionPeriod

	SKIPM : 475.1
	plaster
	
	pieces of rough, white wall plaster (some still with one smooth, flat surface remaining) containing orange, black, grey and white small stones. The plaster is very loose and crumbling. Some of the larger pieces have flat, textured patched which may show where the plaster was against a wooden beam.
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.2
	glass
	glass fragments
	pale green glass fragments- probably from the body of modern bottles
	20th century

	SKIPM : 475.3
	glass
	glass fragments
	pale green, shaped glass fragments- probably from the body and neck of modern bottles 
	20th century

	SKIPM : 475.4
	glass
	glass fragments
	pale green glass fragments- probably from the bases of modern bottles
	20th century

	SKIPM : 475.5
	glass
	
	pale green glass ball- probably a stopper from a modern bottles
	20th century

	SKIPM : 475.6
	shells
	cockle shells
	2 whole and 3 fragments of cockle shells
	post medieval

	SKIPM : 475.7
	glass
	glass fragments
	pale green glass fragments- probably from the body of modern bottles
	20th century

	SKIPM : 475.8
	glass
	glass fragments
	brown glass fragment- probably from the body of a modern bottle
	20th century

	SKIPM : 475.9
	glass
	glass fragments
	small, dark brown with gold fleck glass fragments
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.10
	glass
	glass fragment
	pale green glass fragment stamped with letters- probably from the body of a modern bottle
	20th century

	SKIPM : 475.11
	glass
	glass fragments
	iridescent and gold glass fragments
	Post Medieval 

	SKIPM : 475.12
	pottery
	pottery fragments
	body fragments of Midlands Black ware pottery with red fabric and shiney dark brown glaze
	Post Medieval 

	SKIPM : 475.13
	pottery
	pottery fragment
	base fragment of Midlands Black ware pottery with red fabric, shiney dark brown glaze and two ridges running round the body of the pot just above the base. Probably from a cup or mug.
	Post Medieval 

	SKIPM : 475.14
	pottery
	pottery fragments
	fragments of Midlands Black ware pottery with red fabric and shiney dark brown/black glaze. There are 4 body fragments (one piece has ridging on the outside), a rim fragment which is probably from a bowl, a curved handle fragment which is probably from a jug or mug, and a solid handle with a hole in the centre probably from a two-handled drinking vessel (cf. image)
	Post Medieval 

	SKIPM : 475.15
	pottery
	pottery fragments
	body fragments of Cistercian ware pottery with red fabric and dark brown glaze
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.16
	pottery
	pottery fragments
	fragments of salt glaze pottery with grey fabric and green/brown saltglaze
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.17
	pottery
	pottery fragments
	fragments of pottery with pale orange fabric and bright orange glaze, there are 3 flat rim fragments which are probably from a large bowl or cooking pot
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.18
	pottery
	pottery fragments
	body fragments of pottery with cream/grey fabric and smooth cream and light grey speckled glaze. The shape of one of the fragments shows that it was probably from something like a tall bottle
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.19
	pottery
	pottery fragments
	fragments of pottery with pale grey fabric and smooth cream glaze
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.20
	pottery
	pottery fragment
	rim fragment of Midlands yellow ware pottery with cream fabric and yellow glaze. The rim is is flat and has a row of simple darts incised into the top as decoration.
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.21
	pottery
	pottery fragment
	round handle fragment of pottery with dark red fabric and grey slip
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.22
	pottery
	pottery fragment
	body fragment of pottery with cream fabric and shiney black glaze with four raised lines running parallel with each other round the body of the pot
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.23
	bone
	animal remains
	mandible with teeth , some are possibly deer (labelled as this)
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.24
	bone
	animal remains
	teeth , some are possibly deer (labelled as this)
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.25
	bone
	animal remains
	fragments of the socket half of a ball and socket joint , some are possibly deer (labelled as this)
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.26
	bone
	animal remains
	vertebrae , some are possibly deer (labelled as this)
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.27
	bone
	animal remains
	fragment of antler , possibly deer (labelled as this)
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.28
	bone
	animal remains
	long bone fragments , some are possibly deer (labelled as this)
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.29
	bone
	animal remains
	miscellaneous, some are possibly deer (labelled as this)
	Post Medieval

	SKIPM : 475.30
	iron objects.
	
	one iron nail and two possible pieces of clog iron with rectangular nail holes.
	Post Medieval


Other finds
	Index Key
	Object Name
	FullName
	BriefDescription
	ProductionPeriod
	Found

	SKIPM : A76
	cloth
	
	fragment of dark brown woollen cloth, found in a barrow (turf-covered bowl barrow) containing a tree trunk coffin burial. It is believed that the cloth was found on the body within the coffin.
	Early Bronze Age
	1864 Scale House barrow

	SKIPM : A80
	wood
	
	rectangular shaped piece of oak coffin, found in a barrow (turf-covered bowl barrow) containing a tree trunk coffin burial. It is believed that a fragment of cloth (A76) was found on the body within the coffin.
	Early Bronze Age 
	1864 Scale House barrow

	SKIPM : D1926e.1
	pot
	pottery fragments
	small fragments of pottery with mainly orange and grey fabrics
	Medieval - post Medieval
	1968 during building of new road – Rylstone Road

	SKIPM : D1926e.2
	pot
	pottery fragments
	body fragments of pottery with rough orange, grey and cream fabric and one square shaped rim fragment with rough orange fabric
	Medieval - post Medieval
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.3
	plaster
	plaster fragments
	small fragments of red/orange plaster
	Medieval - post Medieval
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.4
	plaster
	plaster fragments
	fragments of white plaster, one fragment has section of smooth plaster surface still attached
	Medieval - post Medieval
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.5
	ring
	plaster ring
	small ring which appears to be made from light brown coloured plaster
	Medieval - post Medieval
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.6
	pot
	pottery fragments
	small fragments of slipware pottery with orange fabric, light brown slip and raised yellow decoration. One fragment has parallel raised yellow lines as decoration and the other fragment has a raised yellow leaf shape as decoration.
	Post Medieval
1600 - 1800
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.7
	pot
	pottery fragment
	base fragment of Midlands black ware (?) pottery with orange fabric and the remains of internal dark brown glaze
	Post Medieval
1600 - 1900
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.8
	pot
	pottery fragment
	base fragment of slipware pottery with orange fabric and internal tan brown glaze
	Post Medieval
1600 - 1800
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.9
	pot
	pottery fragment
	body fragments of reduced greenware pottery with orange and grey fabric, and olive green glaze. Glaze/pot surface has incised lines as decoration.
	Medieval
1250 - 1400
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.10
	pot
	pottery fragments
	base fragments of slipware pottery with orange fabric, yellow and tan internal slip. One fragment has the remains of line decoration in the slip and the other fragment has the remains of a foot.
	Post Medieval
1600 - 1800
	Ditto

	SKIPM : D1926e.11
	pot
	pottery fragments
	rim fragments of slipware pottery with orange fabric, orange/tan slip with yellow raised line decoration. The decoration on one fragment appears to be in the shape of a flower.
	Post Medieval
1600 - 1800
	Ditto


