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Notes by A Armstrong

The material came from three sites in Rylstone; 
1. Scale House barrow. 

The site is an HER site MYD 3934. The site was pointed out in one of the walks in 2011       
The barrow was excavated by Canon William Greenway in 1864 and it seems he gave bits to various people/institutions including the museum.  He wrote up the site describing the log coffin  (A  version of the record is in Edmund Bogg’s Upper Wharfedale) The coffin is described. Skipton Museum’s fragments include a piece from the log  coffin and a fragment of dark coarsely woven fabric (both can be seen on the HER website) . A researcher is currently interested in this material but is revealing nothing (DJ pers.comm.)
The piece of timber has 20 annual rings visible and has had the bark removed.  There are saw marks on two long sides suggesting the sample was cut  in 1864  by sawing the timber coffin into blocks. The finds were apparently reburied. 
 In recent times “Gristhorpe man”,  from  Scarborough Museum collections (which includes a skeleton in a similar hollowed-out log coffin) has been dated to Bronze Age.  The clothing however is of  hides rather than woven fabric.(see Nigel Melton et al report on Gristhorpe man)   It is unclear if any other grave good finds were discovered. (Someone needs to find Greenway’s paper “British Barrows”. Oxford. 1877. P 375) 
The piece of fabric appears to be wool and is woven giving a course texture.

2.  Rylstone Road alterations in 1960s (Craven Mus acc.no.  1926e.2 - 11)

This site was apparently alteration to the sharp road bend in the 1960s, near where Mucky Lane formerly came  into the village at the bottom of the demesne land of the old Rylstone hall ( a field called Orchard). The finds consist of a quantity of assorted pottery of  different ages, both 14thC and after 1600. In the museum it is all mixed and apparently not sorted into similar types. The present road clearly cuts right through the substantial bank with large stones that marks the demesne land and gardens around the hall from the crofts and fields. (See notes RIP  Coonlands walk Nov 2011) It is unclear whether these finds are from one of the crofts at each side of the present road or from inside the demesne land.  It is  likely  that there were middens or agricultural buildings in the crofts near Mucky Lane and this may be the source of the mixed material.  

3 Norton Tower. Finds from an excavation by YDNPA  (1980s?)

 (Craven Museum 475-1-30)
The finds consist of a quantity of animal bone (deer species)  that have been roughly sorted in the museum into skull bones, long bones, vertebra etc. It is unknown if these were found as articulated skeletons or fragments.  Certainly most are fragmentary.  No obvious knife marks noted. One small antler suggests Roe deer as one of the species. The Norton Tower area was acquired by the Clifford’s about 1603 and adjoined their Crookrise park where deer are known to have been kept from the 15thC. The Nortons had a deer park further north in Rylstone.

Other finds include building material from the tower area; plastered floor or walling with a  fabric of fragments of coal, burnt reddened stone, wood impressions, calcium carbonate. Larger fragments of lime plaster have impressions of timber laths as if used for plastering walls.
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