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.QUAKER SKETCHES,

H.R. HODGSON.

SCALEHOtJSE,

\Vit.hin the Craven dale:: of York~hirt t.he messag,'
OJ r:'1C ea;ly piuneers of the 'Soci!:ty (If Frief)c1" found
j'ea<" ~cc~ptar:ce, particularly a:nong:"t ~jh' )'cu11:'1;;
stock, and resuhed in the settJing OJ- man)' group::; ij~
that area,

There is to be found within easy reach of Skipto11
perhaps as large a nuniber 01 centres of 17th Century
Ouaker interest as ,,,..ill be found anywhere, 1 have
;eferred to most of iliesein mv reco~d of The Socieh'
of Fn:C1tds in B,'adford publi~hed recently, One ,jf
the earliest was at Scalehouse on the Gnissington Road
some two miles from Skipton, Here was the home of
\Vm, \Vatkinson, H;e, along with his brothers, Edward
of Bradley, near Skipton, and George of Scotton near
Knaresbro' received and entertained the Quaker
preachers and the three. homes became centres f ro~n
which the message of the Inner Light was proclaimed,
They were all men of good position and joined the new
mClvement about 1652 ano th(~\' of r:OU1':;e sr'O]1 foun:1
tht'!J1selves objects of persecution,

Georgt' \Vatkinson and his \\'jje were imprisoned
at York in 16::;6 for riding to a meeting on the first day
of the week. The three brothers in 1660 were im-
prisoned alon?; with some 220 other:; for refusing 1(1

take the oath and goods were taken by distress fm- the:
ch,ngts of taking them to gao1. .

Ge(}rge\Vatkinson died in lG7CJ, ka\-ing £600 t(l the
Society of Friends but this was confiscaied 11\ order .)f
tht King:, \Ve read in ' Stalt.: Papers'-
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41 There dyed lateh' one of their Sect who had been
a Capta~n of Ho~seinLi1lborns* Regt. His name
was \\7 attkinson, who J heare was an excellent
good officer of horse and died riche. He left £600
to the Friends and they have a bank of money."

He was laid to rest in the ground which he provided
al Sccrton \yhere many \I,eJ! I~n()wn memhers of th(:.
S()CitlY have lour:d ;! ;'esting pbct: inch.idini,:: Bo~\'.cr:
l\liddlewlJ ami .1l1hn Fother~ilL .

E(hyard \Vatkin<;Oll set <ipai": ;1 pl()l '.If land ~t
B.adle, for a hurial place and a stone to his memo,\.
car. stiil be seell there hut dwelling- houses are now buiit
on the site. A barn adjoining in which meetings were
held has the initials of his son \Villiam and the date
] 686 over the door.

Scalehouse has a :special interest as it was the scene
in 1658 01 the first national gathering of members of
the Society of Friends known as the' Yearly Meeting.'
At first these Annual Gatherings consisted of preachers
or 'Public Friends' and were held,. with occasional
intermissions probably due to persecution, until 1673.
when the first representative Yearly Meeting was held
in London~ There followed an unbroken record of
:\1eetil1~s ill London down to 1904. since when tht
gathering::: have been held in tIlt' pr(ivinc~s or in
London. . .

It \\-as a visit from \Vm. De\\"shury, Richard Farns-
worth. Thomas Stubbs. l\1.i1eS':Halhead and 1ames
l'aylor about 16:;2 which led to the group at Scalehouse
being established. On the occasion of this visit Richard
ScostroJl,a persecutor, became a \.Olwert and an able
minister and himself suffered ]Jcr=-tCution lor his faith.
--------------_._-_._------_ .. ----~-_._------

" l,oiJ!:rt LilLuml' (J(,lJ.)f,(,:;) W;!s ~U'. ie,r Eas! J,i,i;lIt: oi Yorkshire
and <:111u.e:d I h~. 1\ ITll'. o( Parliament. H;;: "r"III<''', LL-C •.•L le,hr.
Lil!llirne (161&-16:;i), ;Fn:chorn .John: \\";:,- "il,(.n i;l1l'ris ..'llCd il{ thc.
T'l\\'t:r nf London ':'nd other jJbccs for lilJd. His ,,"rilings ar<: v~n.
.nun,,'rnllS. I:; i6:;(,. whilst i;, IJovcr Ca;;lk he. came' IIiHh-r the influcnc't
oj LUK(. }-l(lwaro. a well.knowlI Quakc'r }'linislcr. and juintd the
St,::i •..t} of Fricnd5.
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In 1675 John 1\Tatkinson. son of \Vil1iam took over
Scalehouse .from his father when he married Ani1
Coates {)f Kildwick Grange. There is every appearance
that John did not follow the faith of his father; indeed

• the prominent position he occupied as a magistrate
, catlsed his name to be associated \'"ith later persecution
oj Friends. In that year (1675) this group of Friends ,-.
moved to Rr.lston. a mile or two a"'av, where some
yea:-s later i~i 1712 a !\h'eti.l1~ Bouse \\";5 built adjoin'
in~. tht' bur;ai g-round at RvlstOn I:(eah:::... This ground
dates from J657 and ,,73.s-\Vit-hout -(joui.lt the g-ift \)j-

\Vm. \Vatkinson. The property was sold in 1813 and
the building is now a catrie she.d, It stands back in a
field being known as Fox House Barn.

Ann \\latkinson, widow of John "'-Tatkinson,
e\'identlv moved to London and she sold Scalehouse
in 1704~ It had been acquired b)' a \Vm, \\Tatkinson
of Thorldby, near Skipton, in 1609 from the Earl of
Cumberland and Sir Robert Applebye and was therefore
in the \Vatkinson family nearly 100 years. The first
illustration shews the house as it .was in the days of the
\Vatkinsons. Captain Blake seen in the picture lived
there about 1860. He was steward to the Earr-or

.--nurh;1~ton. an office helel bv a member of the Society
'.:01 Fj.tenu:o:, George ;..l~.r::rs- of Farfieid. near BnliO;1
Abbey. in 1682.

Scaiehouse wa::; for some year:; owned. hv lo:;ias
2\J orlcy of Beams!ev Hall a~1d afterwards. b~. his
son James, hence is~ found a. lead spout bearin'g the
initials and date: I M A 1758. In 1850 Robert Hender-
son inherited it from his cou::in Richard Waddilove oj
Hnrn-:aJ] 2.ncl it '2ventuaJJ\' passed to his grandson. Con-
sidcrable alterations werp made 'about this time b\. th(~ ',.'::- .. ';.
dcJditi')rJ of two wings and three towers to the old l;uilc1- ';..-':1 C•.,.'-f'

illg" .. the entrance door being moved to the side. The • Gif1-/~
tint gate posts were moved to the entrance to the drive
011 the road side.
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Fran ooteS in my JXESession:

:-iotes ca:oiled by Patricia F.L.\.Jood. Typerl rere 00 10th Septan!:W" , 1CJ)3.

Re: The :Eror ~, Rilston (Rylstone), Yks. am tre Blake Farrily.

~l.lJ..iro Blake 1i ved in 1re t1mor ~ fran 1816 to tine of his death in l844. ~
is mydirect lire ancestor being my Gt.Gt.Gt.Gt.Grandfatrer m tre line of my
llBterrnl grarrlfatrer.

Fran RiLqrn Parish Register (181.3--1897). IDJ<ES.

1816. 1h:I:as ~etcalfe, 1:atehelor and Jane Blake, spinster, Wedin Q:t. by Rich.
\..J.tlne1l in the presence of Elizabeth fumaby am Jchn M:x:>rhouse.
(I an ~ed fran this rrarriage/my Gt.Gt.Gt.GrandIEI"ffits).

1824. 'ftUlian Blake,Junior, aged 20, 9Jl of WilliBm Blake of (Rilstoo M3n0r ~)
R:ilstcn OOried Jan 29th by Rich. Withnell.

182.5. Jan ~rorh;:mse of Gargrave, Gentlaran, and M:n-t:MBlake "kd. Feb.9th by
S~ Bland. (M3rtha sister of above llEl1tioned Jane).

1824. Jd1n ~1J..li.arrs:n of Keighley, Gent., am Elizabeth Blake, spinster, "kd. 25th
Jan. by Rich:!. Withnell. (Elizabeth, sister of aOOvellEl1tiooed Jane).

l&Jt. ~lr.\,Uliam Blake aged T7 of (
Ore ~Bmr ~), Rilston buried A)th Feb.- by Wn.fury.

1.ffi9. ~.ry Blake aged 49 years of Scale ~ b.ried Sept.24th. by Wn.fury. (See
st.aired glass windONin Rylstorie Church).

N.B. See iil Rylstcne Omrch g=e also BldS'5 M:nnrial Plaque to William Blake Snr.
an:! ~1.llian Blake, Jnr.
See al.9::>stained glass windONin Rylstone Clnlrch in rrarory of Harriet Blake,
daughter of t,.,1.l.l1ianBlake, Snr. and sister of aOOvelIEI1tioned tS1ry Blake.
I-arriet died ~ and 1i ved in the luc:e by the IXJOOat Rylstooe.

Rilstm Titre Award 1840.Wi.llian Blake, Snr. \.as the occupier of Ri.lston M3n0r
~ and farm with aOOut an acres. 1re lando.vner \.as the Duke of Ievonshire.

I haye th= :lP41 census infonration am Willi.am Blake Snr. had a grandron Wil.l.iau=
.••'ith hin at ~ M3n0r lh.Lge as an apprentice/trainee - estate rranag6TEl1t.

'l8S4. \..lli.ilirn Airtoo aged 57 yrs. of Scale J-h.Lc:e OOried M3yA)th by Wn. fury.
c.l.8SS/6 5ca1e lh.Lge pur~ by tS1ry Blake. My copy Iix>tograIil taka1 of lau-y an
his dog OJt.Side Scale ~ before he started renovatioolalteratioo """rk in l.8t6
.••tel he a:i:ied tre to..ers, etc. Henry died in lffi9.

lffiS • :hri.ca, daughter of JcreIil and M3ry li:mi.etta Herrlern:n of Scale ~
Ryl.sta-e, Ge1t. P:apt:ii=edJune 3rd by J. (?Dsrl<eth).
1894. Edith, daughter of Jdm Wi.l.lian am M3ry Ann Standeven of Scale !hJse, Gent.
tBpt:L9:rlF~.24. by Rev.C.Lo..e.
1894. Annie, daughter of John Wi.l.lian and M3ry Ann Standeven P:apt.Feb.24th aJ...9:>.
1594. Jcrn, s::n of Jchn Wil.lian and M3ry Ann Standeven of Scale !hJse 1:apt.Q:t.8th.
bv C.l..cJ,.e.
~'.B.Frm~; copy-notes - an asterisk against John/lOO4 and rote stating (quote):
'':-Iy grarxi.:.ather and his 2 sisters - my Gt.Grandfatrer \.as a very strong rrethcdist.
at ~ t::i:E - Rev.C.~ lll.ISt have had sare influence ~~ all 3 \\ere chri.st.e"e:i
in sr.E ye:rr. ??" tlrXluote.
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