SCALE HOUSE

Scale was a Norse settlement just beyond the confines of the Anglican settlement and at the southern end of Rylstone township.

In the early days Scale House consisted of a mansion and farmstead which in the 17th century was occupied by George Watkinson and his two brothers who became Quakers in the mid 1650’s.  In the early days of the Soc.of Friends and on at least three occasions they entertained George Fox, whose eloquence and fervour inspired all who heard him.  The first yearly meeting of the Friends was held at Scale House but afterwards in London.

Richard Scosthrop, a neighbour of the Watkinsons, initially discouraged and persecuted the Quakers for being dissenters but finally became a Quaker himself and was imprisoned in Chester gaol for his belief.  He died doing missionary work for the ‘cause’.
The ‘Scale House Meeting’ was formed about 1653 and based at the home of the Watkinsons but by 1677 the Rilston Meeting House (Fox House Barn) had been built. 
When George Watkinson died in 1670 the burial ground there was already in use.
RILSTON MEETING HOUSE (now Fox House Barn)
The new building comprised a double volume Meeting House with two large mullioned windows to the left of the door and to the right was a gallery, probably with the Women’s Meeting House under it, and this was lit by smaller windows and also had a fireplace.
Records show that in the years between 1677 and 1685, 29 interments took place in the walled burial ground in front of the Meeting House.

In 1704 it was written that a local Friend John Hill who was brought into the ministry had died, and that the Group was now named the ‘Rilston Meeting’

In 1792 Rilston Meeting was closed and the members were transferred to Airton, where a Meeting House had been built in 1720.

In 1813 Rilstone Meeting House and Burial Ground were sold for £96.

In 1864 Tom Summerskill of Hetton kept a village school there.

1880 building converted to a barn and cow house.

1931 a stone tablet was placed to the right of the arched entry into the burial ground to mark the occasion when many ’Friends’ attended meetings there.
In the1980’s the building was converted into a dwelling and the original fireplace was restored.  The house was bought in 1989 by T. Shuttleworth and his wife and is now called Fox House Barn.
