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As I suspected, the ship carving does seem to be a sailing barge. It matches almost exactly an Ipswich barge still in existence.(see attached) The sails are the same, with the anchor on the bow and the rather square stern.

Did "Frank Walker" carve it or was it another? It was skillfully carved by someone who had known such vessels.

Is there a pun on ship/shippon?!

Frank Walker was clearly literate. As pencil was used for his graffiti and also used for the shippon joinery, it suggests he was probably a carpenter who made the boskins.

Do the 19th census records help?

