Re: Knowle Bank Quakers
From: Richard Harland			To: Hugh Nicholas & Lynne Primmer
Wed 24/03/2010 20:19
Dear Lynne, Thank you for a fascinating morning at the church. I liked the pre-Norman lancet head, built by the Victorians into the chimney breast presumably to let draught into the vestry chimney to stop the fire smoking? And the older panelling utilised for the 1853 pew-backs. And the Norman capitals or bases; who could best persuade the congregation to put them safe before they're chucked out or damaged by a lawnmower? You yourself? or the Bordley, Rylstone etc. Local History Group?   
 
And thank you for being so aware of my Quaker-history hobby-horse. Yes indeed, Gurney was a Q name in East Anglia. Elizabeth Fry the prison reformer was born Gurney, at Norwich.  Maybe there were C20 century Gurneys who were Quakers though I  fancy most of the family had left for some more 'respectable' church. Spurred on by the record of Sheila and Michael at KBF, I'll look into it.
 
How do I know that the Wilkinsons of KBF were Quakers? -
Isabell Wilkinson d. 7 Feb 1663 'of Knowebank' was buried in Airton's Q burial ground: 
Others of the family were buried there tho'  the record doesn't state that they were of KBF -
Thomas son of Isabell d. 14 May 1668
Ann wife of Simon d. 22 Sep. 1668
Sarah sister of Simon d. 12 Nov. 1675
Margaret, widow, d. 5 July 1731
Simeon son of Richard d. 26 April 1740
Hannah widow of Simeon d. 26 Sep. 1756
 
I happen to know from other Q records at Leeds that another Isabell W. of 'Knowbank', daughter of John, was buried (not stated where) in 1677, and Simon W of  'Knowbank' in 1683. Also Elizabeth Procter of 'Bordley' in 1681.
 
A prominent local Q and landowner was James Conyers d.1696 but I think specifically of Rilston and Cracoe.
 
For interest I've looked thro' all the Airton Q burials; none are 'of Bordley'. There's Stephen Kitcheing of 'the Fleits' and a place I don't know - Leeyeat; not in Bordley? 
 
There's a list of early Qs culled from the parish register in the LH Group's 'Times Past', Spring 2006; I expect you have it, maybe you compiled it. None are 'of Bordley'. But where's Howbar and Howbar hill - not Bordley?  
 
The Q registers are said to record 29 burials at Rilston reakes from 1677 to 1785 but I don't have a list, I shall have to make one. I only know they include John and Jonathan Hall of Scalehouse meeting, no further info. as to locality; and the Wilcocksons of Longhill, Burnsall ph. and John Blakey of Thorpe.    
 
That's more info than ever you bargained for!   
Richard

