Extracts from YORKSHIRE COTTON by GEORGE INGLE  

(by LW, from CR’s book)
Most of the following refers to cotton mills but it is believed that these superseded the corn mill which was situated half way between  Hetton and Rylstone at a place called Stinking Well (nice name)  and was shared by both villages. In fact as I have read on this is so. 

In terms of power and number of spindles there was little difference between the horse mills and the smaller water mills. Hetton mill had limited water supply to drive the following machinery.

1 Cotton Beater driven by water.

1 Carding Engine

1 roving billy 42 spindles

6 Jennies x 100 spindles.

The amount of rent paid by the tenants depended on a number of factors.  One of these was who financed the building of the mill and therefore expected a greater return. If the mill was constructed by the landlord then the rent was higher.  The agreement between Robert Bradley and Co.and The Duke of Devonshire for the building of Rilstone Mill in the parish of Burnsall is an illustration.  The two partners agreed to build and furnish a mill for carding and spinning cottonwool on the ground where the old mill at Rilston stood or near to it.  The lease was to be for 21 years at an annual rent of £20 and his grace to allow for timber for the roof.  They further agreed that if His Grace should build the mill at his own expense which they estimated would be about £600 the rent would be £60 per annum on the same lease of 21 years.   The years for this particular chapter are from 1780 to 1810.

Rilston and Hetton Mill  was an old corn mill and shared as stated in 1st para above.  Robert Bradley as mentioned above enquired about leasing or buying the mill and a local landowner Richard Waddilove may have been associated with Bradley in some way.  Bradley never occupied the mill but leased it to John Heaton who bought iron rod from Kirkstall forge in 1794.  In 1798 Bradley proposed to build a new mill on the sit and involve the Duke of Devonshire as mentioned in the above para.  It is not clear if the new mill was in fact built but the book states it probably was as the cotton machinery in Rilston mill was advertised for sale at the end of December 1803.  For particulars people had to apply to Robert Wallace at Sedbergh, Rames Wallace at Rilstone mill who may have been the tenant or George Dixon at Halifax.  By 1806, the mill was out of production and in a dilapidated state. It was pulled down in 1826.  
There are still signs of its existence in particular as I recall a high wall against a banking where we believe a water wheel operated.  This is on a part of the walk that we have not yet done.  Perhaps when the ground dries up a bit we can do it.  As it is at the moment we will need waders.   

