Boundary Stones   (from Chris L.) 

October 2012
Alison, Lynne,

Earlier in the year I walked the Northern Cracoe Rylstone Boundary on the moor-side. We also surveyed the Rylstone Embsay boundary recently. There are still a few photos to take of Dolly Roggin but otherwise it is complete. (The closest I can get to a meaning for the name is that Roggin may be a version of Rocking, as in rocking stone)

I now turn my attention to writing the reports. Part of this is an attempt to put some dates or indications of dates on what can be seen on the boundary. Can you help with any information from the Rystone side?

a) There is the remains of a fence running the complete length of the boundary from Waterfall Gill to the upper reservoir. The line of the fence is shown on the 1851 map. I would think that the metal fence posts are original early 19thC (Industrially made steel sections but put together by a blacksmith. Fence posts are set in stone blocks not concrete). Wooden fence posts can still be seen but they surely can’t date from the mid 19th C. And nowhere can I find the remains of wire that has come off the fence, although the fence posts show evidence of having had staples nailed into them.

Where the  Rylstone/Bolton bridleway crosses the boundary there are  two gate posts. They remind me of a less decorated version of the gateposts found at Whitfield Mill, which were 18th/19th Century. Could they date from around the same time?

Do you know of any reason why there should be a fence around Rylstone? The only section I have not checked is from Grey Mare to the reservoir, but there is clearly a similar, but not identical, fence on the northern Rylstone boundary. Do you know when Devonshire estate took control of the Rylstone out-fell?

b) On the northern boundary at GPS SD99892 58657 there is a low stone wall exactly on the boundary line. It is across the line of a stream and is almost as if it is stopping access below a fence that was strung across between the stream banks. Is it possible to date the wall from the style of construction or is there too little to be sure?

c) Dolly Roggin and stone 18 (by my designation) are both marked with a Christian cross of  similar proportions. They are also both marked with an unusual right-angled carving

 The cross is on the Rylstone side, and thus follows the logic seen along the remainder of the boundary, probably  meaning  ’you are entering church teritory’.


d) Lastly, do you have any perambulations of the Rylstone boundary recorded? Obviously there will be some commonality, and it may give indications of any things that have gone missing since then. I shall be looking for Embsay perambulations, but as they are probably in Bolton Abbey, I am not hopeful.

If you have any information you could share I would be very grateful.

If you want copies of my photos of the north and south boundary stones then please let me know.

Good luck if you visit the stones. The area around Dolly Roggin was very wet when we were last there. But at least you shouldn’t suffer from the midges that eat us alive!
Rylstone Boundary Stones

Embsay Rylstone Boundary. 

Alongside the main Rylstone to Halton heights bridleway there are two modern gate-posts

Northwards alongside Yethersgill is a column stone with a cross and other inscribed markings.
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The top of the stone has the remains of the carving of a cross
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Along the line of the Rylstone-Embsay Boundary there is evidence of a wire fence. There are iron posts and some, almost rotten, wooden posts.

The last boundary marker on the Embsay-Rylstone border is an earthfast, boulder, named Dolly Roggin. We have no indication as to the meaning or the source of the name. The boulder is carved with many symbols, some clear, some less clear.
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The markers have not yet been surveyed, but will be by the end of this year. 

It would be interesting to know if there is any history of boundary disputes in the 20th Century that might explain the fence line. My guess as to the age of the iron posts would be 1920s or 1930s, but the fact the wooden posts still exist may suggest a more recent date.

Rylstone Cracoe boundary.

This commences at the Eastern end at the large earth-fast bounder named Grey Mare. Grey is a common term in boundaries, indicating the fact that stones were often lichen covered. Mare will be a mis-spelling through time of the Old English ‘maere’ meaning boundary. There are many markings on the top of this stone, which we need to survey, a cross on the north face and later carvings on the Western face, probably from the 19thCentury.  
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The ‘C’ and ‘R’ obviously refer to Cracoe and Rylstone, and are repeated in a similar style along the length of the border.
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Opposite Yethersgill the boundary is marked by fence, stones and, I think, in the only place on the moor, a short wall. I think the column stones are late 19th Century. The position of the boundary on the 1851 map is different to that shown on the later maps. In 1851 the boundary is shown from Grey Mare to Gutter stones and then to Water Crag. I presume that the stones were erected when the boundary was clarified between then and 1891, when the map shows them in the modern location. Maybe the fence dates as far back as this.
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There is a wonderful, wind-eroded stone, which I assume to be a boundary marker.Is this ‘Waterstone’?  I have since been told that there are markings on the top, which I have still to investigate.
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The last marker on the moor is close to the moor boundary wall

I shall be investigating these stones further, hopefully in better weather! And I hope to get clarification of the Grey Mare markings and any Waterstone marks.

From Alison

The Rylstone Cracoe stones are on a late 19thC alignment and the stones look that date from the photos.  The Rylstone/Embsay ones look older  and probably represent the different township  owners (Bolton Priory and Nortons) so perhaps medieval.  What Jane and Chris will get from their detailed survey remains to be seen. A pity we didnt get there first. The Estate is being very awkward about letting them continue on open access ground so they are keen to get it finished.
Just some thoughts.  The township boundaries on the moor are very straight and may be 19thC alignments because the moor had beeen an area of communal intercommoning for centuries. We have not yet reached the boundary on the north of Rystone Fell to check it.  I came across something about the boundary stones being 19thC as they are not shown in 1850. It is possible the boundary fences were put up to define areas of grazing/shooting by different farmers as intercommoning came to an end and there was some kind of enclosure. 

 

Civil parishes were also created in the 19thC although some follow the ancient  township boundaries in Craven. Is the fence a civil parish boundary?

 

 The Cliffords got the Nortons estates in Rylstone about 1600 and with their marriage into the Boyle/Devonshires the estates transferred to the Devonshires in the 18th C. 

 

Boundaries  also mark ecclesiastical parishes and Rylstone is in Burnsall parish. Worth checking to see if Linton ecclesiastical parish (the L?) had a parish boundary up there? Barden is in Skipton parish

