
Rylstone walk about with Cynthia Sept 29th 2011;   RYLSTONE HOUSE & FOX HOUSE
Notes by A C Armstrong

Without seeing maps and the landscape setting of these buildings it is difficult to analyse them. This report is based only on observations of the buildings and sketches made at the time. 
1. THE FARM BUILDINGS FORMERLY ATTACHED TO RYLSTONE HOUSE .(see sketches below)
Most houses had farm buildings attached. Here they are partly converted and now in separate occupation from the gentry h0use and renamed The Grange etc.  Rylstone House was clearly an important one but was not the site of The Hall (near the church) .
The farm buildings include; 

· barn (E18thC)  with granary over stable (c1800)  alongside the road;  

· 3- bay  coach house (E 19thC)

· late 19thC farm complex south of  the coach house  and around a former farm yard with; , 

· a former east range (now a house with modern extensions), 

· a south range barn (now a house 1920s with modern extensions); 

· a west range of hen-piggeries and kennels.

1.1 THE ROAD-SIDE BARN with added granary (see sketches below)
The barn is a traditional 4 bay laithe with an east shippon, central cart door and threshing floor, and west end  crop/hay store.

The barn has on its north side the shippon door and winnowing door. The wall  has a clear raised roof line and is old and bulging.   There is a straight joint with the added granary. The S  side shows the chamfered E 18thC shippon door. The cart door has chamfered E18thC voussoir arch but the jambs are not chamfered and 19thC. Probably the cart door has been widened and heightened. Inside the raised roofline seen outside is visible. There are three roof trusses with a collar and tie beam and morticed apex of E 18thC.  These are carpenter marked 1,11 and 111 and  are mostly original. A number of purlins are new.  The old timbers include re-used cruck timbers that were probably the lower-roofed barn until rebuilt in E 18thC. Truss 3 at the W end has principal rafters that are a pair of cruck blades. The feet of the principal rafters are both curved and represent the knee of the cruck with the half-lap joint for the  cruck tie beam visible. There are peg holes for the purlins on the outer side of the blades (now the interior of the principal rafter trusses.)
Added to the W end is a granary over a stable c 1800. The granary is reached by external stone steps up in normal fashion. The granary has a single kingpost roof truss with struts from the king post. The timbers are of imported softwood except the tie beam  which is reused oak. The imported timber principal rafters have long  markings inscribed – which are  Baltic timber cargo marks showing where the timber originated.

At the west end is a small fireplace but the flue may be inserted. The fireplace has plain stone surrounds  and a moulded shelf and is late 18th C. The stable underneath is reached from the W gable. The stalls for 3 horses remain with decorative timber Tuscan columns . The flooring is of good gritstone cut block setts. There are round -top recesses each side of the S window. There would probably have been a hatch to the granary above,  to feed the horses.
1.2 THE COACHHOUSE 

This is of three bays with  a tall central bay  with pitched roof for the coach.  The two lower bays at the side  may be stables for the  coach horses. (All converted now to dwellings.)
1.3 FARMYARD BUILDINGS

Behind the coach house is an enclosed farmyard.  

The east side 

This is now converted and includes modern extensions but was the site of a barn in 1890. 

The south barn  is a 20thC conversion to a house and  now renamed  The Grange.  It has distinctive  ribbed dressed stonework for quoins etc. Old photos  from 1920s show it had shippons and a gable with stone steps as if for another granary .  Old photos appear to have been taken just prior to conversion  in 1920s with two chimney  stacks  added ready for the new house.
The west range
The west range includes good late 19thC piggeries with walled enclosures and stone troughs.  There are hens above with stone access ledges on the west ,former  paddock side. To the south are dog kennels. 

The paddock

Between the garden wall of Rylstone House on the west and the hen piggery on the east is a narrow area of land that was  a paddock and adjoined the private walled gardens of the house  (Rylstone House) .  The rear of a garden  gazebo projects out of the wall and there is a gateway through the garden wall to connect to the house. 

2. RYLSTONE HOUSE  (see sketches below)
This is now a separate property.  It has  a fine symmetrical polite frontage  of early 19thC  facing N to the road and  a duck pond. (see Images of England listing and  1836 rainwater head) We entered  along  a new driveway to reach the rear ranges.  It is an L-shaped house with a long rear range on the south.  This means the house does not have a traditional south side and is either  a late build on the green or the north range is added to an older property.
Behind the house the long rear range includes what had  been a separate  19thC property for a spinster sister and has its own added  doorway c 1900. The uneven window spacing, plain stone surround windows  with  heavy wall rendering  suggests a three storey house.  The  staircase to the attics has  a long plain stone surround window in the west wall.
The rear south wing faces east into the garden and has large flat-faced mullioned windows c 1840s (see Maypole Inn Long Preston) One window  has been made into a French window in early 20thC using sawn stone. Similar stonework is seen inserted at the back of the front  1836 range. The rear range has probably been raised by one  storey  above the  older work since there is an absence of windows in the top floor except for a small window above the circular window. Probably it was heightened for servants rooms in the 19thC.  Without a survey one cannot tell what date this range was.

The walled garden has exterior  horticultural and tool buildings .  Fruit trees survive inside. It was probably divided with  a vegetable/fruit  garden but with pleasure gardens nearer  the house.
A kink in the wall marks the edge of the veg garden with pleasure gardens and has a semicircular seating gazebo.
3 FOX HOUSE/ FOX HOUSE BARN (see drawings below)
This is an isolated house NW of the village. It is situated just inside the great bank around the former medieval arable fields.  There appears to be an outer hollow-way and perhaps the earlier road line. There was a former  wide area between the field wall and the  township boundary beck (Skir beck) As the fields were enclosed and divided up by hedges and walls they became meadows with some field  barns. (These remain as standing buildings and some apparent earthwork platforms.) . The land outside the wall was also enclosed eventually and the present road set within 18thC walls. In 1658 this field called “Foxhowse close” was sold for the purpose of a meeting house (See R Harlands info) 
The square -walled enclosure  between the house and old arable boundary is still a  Quaker  burial ground which existed  “from  about 1652”.(see appendix). A 17thC door way  with basket arch into the burial ground and remains and there is an inscription on the wall.  

The house consists of a front range with plinth and a rear range  known as the stable. Architectural details of Fox House  front range are mostly of early 18thC, perhaps following the sale of “fox barn” in 1704 (see appendix) The building was  in use as a barn only in the late 19thC (OS map). Mullioned windows show  clearly  it was  not a barn from c 1710 until the 19thC when  the windows were blocked up  and a shippon door and forking hole  were inserted to make the barn.  The  1850 map  appears to call the building  Fosse (not Fox) or Raikes Fosse. (This matches notes – see Appendix below) (Raikes  means a  sheep road and fosse a ditch – perhaps related to the bank and  outer hollow-way or ditch of the field system) The plinth and disturbed stonework and possible lower roofline suggests an older single story building that may date from before 1720.
The house has E 18thC copings and kneelers and  a frontage of thin mullioned windows of E 18thC . The two windows on the west side are tall but the stonework is much replaced. They may have been mullion and transomed and lit the meeting room.  There  are no windows above these  suggesting the building was open to the roof at both the lower roofline and raised roofline periods and probably was always an open room. This made it ideal for conversion to a barn in the 19thC.  The right hand room is narrow and two-storey and  has  a downstairs fireplace of E 18thC with a moulded sill but deep lintel . 
The stable range has  a large plinth at the east end. This plinth may be continuous with that seen inside the house and perhaps part of an  older  structure. There are several doorways c1700  around the house eg into  the rear of the house and into the “stable” range attached to the rear of the house.
Without a proper survey it is impossible to interpret the building further. It seems the  building had a lower thatched roofline and perhaps this was the remains of “foxhowse” in 1658 (a house can mean a field barn).  The mullioned windows, fireplace, chamfered doors indicate an early 18thC date. The roof kneelers are 18thC but might be a bit later as the house was heightened and the thatch (of the older 17thC building?) replaced.  In the 19thC it became a barn.
  BELOW  ARE THREE PAGES OF DRAWINGS

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
APPENDIX
1. SCALE HOUSE NOTES

(from handwritten scanned copy – source =Cynthia??)
from David Hall, Wensleydale

Scale House  from my notes: c.1620 Watkinson - Quaker  (the oldest part of Scale House is the back – facing the yard – then the front was added). The first meetings were held in the Old Room, then met in the barn behind, then Fox’s barn. In 1677 the meetings that had been held at Scale House moved to the Raikes.

1609 Property conveyed to William Watkinson by Earl of Northumberland and Sir Richard Appleton. William conveyed it to his nephew William, son of George Watkinson of Bradley. It remained in Watkinson hands until 1704 when Ann Watkinson of London sold Scale House.

Speight p.248 on Scale House - “One of the stateliest and most compact old mansions in Craven associated with the troublous times of Craven Quakerism, where the Friends had a meeting place and a burial ground as early as 1650 (1652). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 2. Sale of Scale House 1704 by Ann Watkinson included  “barn behind” and “fox barn”)  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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