
GREEN LAITHE  RYLSTONE

NGR: SD 965 584
Surveyed 23.11.2012

AA, AT, GP
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

1. Building Type/Purpose   

Four-bay barn with porch (for overwintering cows with hay fodder and also winnowing cereals)
2.Materials:
Dressed work (ie.door and window surrounds, quoins and roof kneelers) is of local sandstone. Georgian margin-dressing, now weathered, is still visible e.g. on door surrounds.
Walling is of random rubble of limestone and sandstone, cobbles and blocks. Some of the vents have chamfered and splayed sides which may be re-used from old windows. Roofing of sandstone flags.
3.Exterior detail: (see drawings)
East Frontage;
The porch has a timber lintel and well-cut quoins with traces of decorative margin-dressing. A good traditional cobbled porch floor survives. The vents are mostly square but one low down has chamfered window stone (re-used) and may have helped light the shippon standings. A vent in the porch also has a chamfered jamb. The vents do not go the full height of the wall but end at  a change in stonework where the roof has been heighted later. The quoins on the right end are redder in colour with the heightened wall.

The rear west wall;
The walling has three levels of vents. There is a change in walling between the two top rows of vents indicated by blocky projecting through-stones and this indicates heightening, also seen at the front. The lower vents are of slit type. The winnowing door indicates a threshing floor for cereals. The doorway has margin-dressing but long and short jambs indicating a possible date in the early18thC, but there is no chamfer. A mid 18thC date is suggested.  A crack down the wall ends with a large boulder. This might represent a former gable site. Old trough slabs are used over the boulder to make a walk way but might also suggest 19thC  drains to collect liquid waste.
The south, shippon gable;
This is dominated by two shippon doors and the window of the foddergang between them. Such a gable-entry plan is particularly common in the 19thC but occurs earlier too. The doorways have long and short work, margin-dressed, whilst the window has plain stone surrounds. There is a notable crack in the wall just west the SE shippon door. There are no vents visible in the hay baulks but a single vent in seen in the upper walling near a single through-stone. There is no-forking hole so hay must have been loaded into the barn through the cart door. Just discernible are raised roof lines at the eaves.
The north gable;

This has four rows of vent slits. The two higher ones are well inside the side walls of the barn. A change of walling makes the lower roof-line discernible and this older barn walling includes the vents.

4.Interior detail;

The shippons have been demolished. The sandstone edge and step up from shippon area to the winnowing/cart area survives with timber stumps for the hay baulks still in the walls.  The stone edges of the foddergang are seen. The vents clearly show the extent of the crop storage areas in the baulks and mew.

The three roof trusses  are c1800 and of sawn imported timber and of queen strut type. (see drawing) There is no visible pegging and only a thin ridge piece. The trusses have carpenters construction marks 1,11, and 111. Centering lines are scribed on tie beams. The purlins appear re-used from the older roof and are of waney local timber. They have tusked-tenon ends (ie These purlins go through the principal rafter as a tenon which is pegged through, forming a “tusk”.  The re-used purlins have redundant peg-holes where they were pegged to the earlier roof. There are just a few long re-used rafters with peg-holes, marking their fastening to older purlins.
Re-used timbers used as lintels appear to come from the parts of older shippons.  Oak with grooves for paneling are found over the lantern holes and may be from boskins. Other re-used timbers could be from the old shippon skellbuse eg those forming the porch ceiling. The winnowing door has a large heartwood timber with a single mortice. A long curved timber over the shippon door has a large hole for a harr-hung door and may be from the old cart entrance before the porch was added. A softwood timber lying on the floor has remains of Baltic shipping marks and may be from the demolished later stalls that must have survived until recent decades. 
DATING and INTERPRETATION

6.Identifying the oldest part of the building and date

The barn has evidence of a lower and slightly steeper roofline. This may be from an 18thC barn. It was a very wide barn but it is unclear if it may have had one aisle or possibly two. It seems to have had slit ventilors. The use of old shippon timbers over the gable doors suggests the plan of the barn was altered. Cracks on the north and west walls suggest areas of the wall were rebuilt.
7.Major extensions or alterations

The barn was heightened and given new roof trusses of imported timber c1800. A few of the earlier long rafters and local timber purlins were re-used in the re-building.  The old cart door lintel was re-used over the gable shippon door and parts of the boskins and skellbuse used in the new porch and over the lantern holes. Older quoins may have been dressed over with margin dressing to match the new. The rebuild c 1800 was at a time of farming expansion and increased yields and home production of cereals. The cart entry with the winnowing door indicates grain was grown and hand threshing of oats took place during the winter months..
SETTING
8 Orientation:

The porch frontage faces ESE (east in this report)

9. Relationship;

The isolated barn is at the corner  of  Green Close Meadow (TA map) An earthwork hollow-way with remains of hedgebank once led north from the barn to Burton House (recorded by YVBSG). There is also the earthwork of a building platform by the hollow-way just below the barn. This may be the site of a medieval helm or barn or something later. The area is now truncated by the railway c1903. Access to the barn is now from Green Lane/Mill Lane on the S side. The fields of Coppy on the NE side may have been part of the arable fields but were truncated when Mill Lane was straightened out as Green Lane.  The barn garth had a trough in 1850 for watering cows. Remains of a sandstone slab trough are now used as a walk-way. In the 20thC a sheep wash was added in the barn garth. The barn is still used as a loose box for sheep.
OTHER INFORMATION

10. Initials/Datestones;

None
11. Oral information from owner/occupier;
None
DOCUMENTS

12 Documentation; maps,inventories,etc.

 (to be investigated)
Report by; ACA
Drawings below; Plan


Elevations


Gable elevations and truss
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