Rilston in 1379
In 1379 Rilston was a village of 25, possibly 26 men and 31

women besides children under the age of 16. William de Rilston was
lord of the Manor; there were two craftsmen in wool, a weaver and
one described as a maker of shalloons, and the rest, with the exceptio n
of a poscible resident priest, were the rank and file of the villages.
So much the Poll Tax returns of that year tell us, returns made of
all the adult population of the country, with the exception of the
members of the monasteries and servants of the church. The return
is a taxation list and each person's name is given with the amount
at which he was to be taxed. This is an important survey as it is
the first complete census and gives some idea of the status of the
various individuals listed. It also makes use for the first time
of surnames for nearly everyone and one can imagine some of the dis-
cussions that went on as to howm a man should designate himself. Should
he be simply John Wat - son, or should he be labelled by his trade
as, for example, John Webster or Thomas Chaloner or Robert Milner did?
Should he show that he was not a rea 'native' by calling himself 'John
de Mitton' or 'Robert de Barnscliffe? Why did William Brown and Thomas
5lafoot get these names? The names would almost certainly be given
by the officers responsible for makihg the survey, sitting in confere-
nce with the steward of the manor or the priest, so it is likely that
the names were those already current, and very few would be made up
for the occasion. This becomes evident when one notes that a great
many nic-names are used in the lists.

For a picture of the village and its surroundings we have %0
use our imagination with some amount of speculation to f£ill the gaps
left when the ground has been explored and the documentary evidence,
which is scanty, read. The shape of the village has already been
discuesed but nothing has been said about the houses in which the
peasants lived. These were mostly 'cruck-built' huts of timber
with reed or heather thatch, along with many which could only be
described as 'hovals'. There are no traces of these early houses
left in Rilston, but at Barden and Drebley, a few czucked buildings
now used as farm buildings, from which we can get a fairly

survives

geliable idea of what the 'cottages' were like. We must rsmember
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thet conditions of crowding far worse than anything we know today,
were normaly and that the small cotfages often held not only the
family but many of its animals as well. Perhaps a good idea of the
conditions can be seen today in the few surviving 'black houses' of
the west of Ireland. When the houses needed to be described, they
are spoken of as tofts and crofts, the toft being the small bit of
land on which the house could be built, forming & small bit of
surround, and the croft being a small field or enclosure just behind
the toft, where the peasant could grow a crop for his own use. These
cq@ft form a division of the land round the village which can be
recognised easily both on the maps and on the ground, today, as they
have been a very pemanent feature of the village life.

The Lord of the Manor loomed very large in the lives of his
tenants, though in some cases the reeve counted most in their day
to day existence. We do not know anything about William de Rilston
of 1379, but things changed slowly and a record of his ancestor
Elias, & hundred years earlier, tells that he himself held 70 acres
of arable land and 21 acres of good meadow with 21 bovates of poorer
land, & wood, and a large garden. All the work on these demesne
land s was done by the villeins, that is, the unfree tenants, though
nis:three free tenants owed certain services which would be agreed
upon individually. The villeins were bound to give anything from
one day a week to full time labour according to the season, so that
some of the work on their own lands had to be done by wife and children,
Sométimes even these could be called upon for weeding, crow-scaring
gnd similar jobs, and no doubt moonlight nights saw many a man
trying to catch up on his own overdue farm work. Indeed it was not
a mere saying that a villein could not gall his life his own. In
1373 Peter bauleverer, who held manorial lands in another part of the
tosnship, sold his lands in Rilston and with them he sold the services
of his free tenants and the actual persons of his villeins, their
gequela (d.e+ their wives and offspring) and chattels, just as though
they were oxen and horses.

Nevertheless if William de Rilston was awake to the advahtages
of a contented peasantry, life would not be without its compensations.
There were occaseional jollifications chief of which were those ax
connected with Harvest Hoge. Then for once every man, woman and
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child could be sure of a full stomach after the meat, bread, cheese
and ale provided by the Lord of the Manor had been consumed. Then
for a time the poor quglity bread, stringy bacon and vegetable stew
of normal days could be forgotten. In this connection we must not
forget the millers Robert &nd Thomas Milner who worked the mill
nearly a mile away down Hetton Beck. There was not much of the jolly
miller about them unless they were exceptions among their kind for
as & rule the miller was distrusted and resented. It was fa feature
of wmamorial tenure that any grain grown for flour must be ground at
the Lord's milland no farmer liked to see his precious grain going
into the mill to be mixed with any odd stuff the miller might think
of using. Possibly here and there an old hand gquern was used for
the best grain but punishment would be severe if the reeve discovered
this, and the quern would be broken and thrown away. One such broken
quern was found in Calton Gill, leading down to the mill. No one,
not even the freeholders were exempt from the suit of mill and from
the tolls which the miller exacted. In fact, one wonders how the
food and other products survived when these tolls as wgll as church
tithces of all produce were taken. Not only that but eaeh manor had
its own system of levies due to the lord, perhapd the best ox when
a tenant died, and other dues on the marriage of a son or daughter.
Let us hope that William de Rilston in 379 was moderate in his demands.
The Lord of the Manor influenced the material side of the life
of the village. The church was more concerned with spiritual things
but in everyday life it was also an important factor. In many neigh-
pouring townships considerable land was held by the great monastic
nouses, Fountains, Bolton, Furness and others, but apart from certain
rights on Rilston Common Pastures this village was not affected,
Nevertheless from time to time a pious person would make a bequest
such as that of another William de Rilston in 1175 who made a grant
of land in Bordley just outside Rilston boundary, on condition that
Founsains wonld receive him as a brother and place his wife in a
aunnery of her choice. He also asked that the AbWey would take his
gon for one or two years and then either let him stay on as a lay
prother or allow him to leave with a gift of wither a mark or a horse.
Apart from the monasteries there was a parish church and Rilston

had its own church which gpppears to have been almost separate from
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the mother church at Burnsall. It had its own curate but we know
nothing about him. The villagers were lucky in not having to walk
to Burnsall every Sunday and holy day, but on the other hand they
couldnot excuse themselves from their duties when farm work was
pressing, as they might have done with a much longer walk. Holy
days were far too numerous to be taken as holidays as a matier of
course, and, from inklings here and there about the villages, it
geems likely that even on Sundays, outside the hours of service, work
was not frowned upon. To play on the village green at such times

was, however, a great misdemeanour.

Obviously under such conditions there was little time or occassion

for recreation of an organised kind. Yet perhaps Rilston had & may-
pole on its green, round which the children could dance, though the
modern trimming® would be unheard of. More likely these were now
forgotten revels descended from heathen festivals which first were
kept in the homelands of Angles, Danes and Norsemen, brought to
Ingland and dressed in a Christian cloak. \

Such was Rilstoniin 1379 as it probably had been in 1179 and was
to remain until 1479 or longer. The open fields with common pasture,
together with a constant struggle for existence left no room for
experiment. In fact it encouraged the retention of the known and
a fear of the unknown and untried. And so it was that, until a new
and enterprising spirit began to spread through the country in the
time of the first Elizabeth, little happened to change the face of
the village round its green, with the patchwork of open fields and

the wide expanse of common pasture.



RILSTON, CRACOE and THREAPLAND.

On the map of the township boundary of Rilston, the boundary
between Rilston and Cracoe has every appearance of being very art-
ificial, in that in some places the boundary runs directly across
ploughed fields, and for a great part is made up of ruled straight lines
and right angled bends. It is unlike all the rest of the boundary.
Ceacoe does not appear in the Domesday Survey and it has been assumed
that the township was a late, possibly post-Conquest, daughter hamlet
settled by a Norse family, from waste ground already not takedn up.
There is a possibility that in fact what is now Cracoe and Threapland
was a part of a large and ill defined manor of Rilston.

In support of this idea the principal evidence is that part
at least of Cracoe manor belonged to the de Rilstons, who were lords
of the manor there, and gave land to others in terms of such opposition.
In 1230, Eustace de Rilston granted to William English for his homage
and serviee, all the land which Thomas son of Simon of Appdetreewick
held of him in Cracoe, vizs half a carucate of land with appurtenances
except one bovate which Henry Cokul holds and two acres which Roger
the chaplain holds. Alsos he grants to William five acres of land in
the same Vvill. paying yearly 2d for all secular service, custom and
demand.

In 1283 the the lordship of Cracoe was in dispute. Be it known
that whereas dispute and contention has arisen between the Prior
of Marton and Eustace de Rilston of Rilston and Elias de Katural
of Tresfield and William Punchardson of Linton, concerning the lordship
of the vill of Cracoe and the manor of Threapland near the said vill.
Phe Lord Robert Nevill Lord of Raby ordered the lawful men should be
chosen to inquire and divide the metes and bounds between the said
1ordships, who, being elected in the presance of the said Lord Robert
Nevill and John Vescy Justices of the Forest of our lord King Edward
peyond Trent, proof being seenof their acts accepted by fealty and oath,
whose names are there: William Hertlington. Thomas Plumpton. Ranilph
gkipton. John Otterborn. Richard Siveter &Nicholas Linton, who say -

The the boundaries of the aforesaid lordship are rightly

made by the underwritten metes and bounds viz:-
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Firstly beginning on the east part between Threapland and Thorp,
and on the north nart between Crakhou Linton and Tresfield from the
height on Vuelmore as the water descends between the Crakhou Torrent
so by going up Curkbek to the spring of the cold water, so going up
the spring to the head of the spring eastwards through Corvog Hill
in Swyndon Scholbh and opposite this hill by ascending the Ellerbec
Torrent through the lordship of Crakhou Linton & Tresfeld as far as
the énd of Swirgill; and they say that whatever is contained between
the boundaries so described ought to remain to the house of Marton
of the fee of Lord RHobert Nevill; and he should ensure to set apart
and include within the same to approve the aforesaid metes and bounds
within named for ever. Threpland 20 Aug.a.l2. Edward son of Henry.

Much earlier than this Eustace de Rilston had given to God and
the church of St.Mary Marton and the canons serving God for the health
of his soul and his father's and mother's and all his ancestors'
in pure and perpetual arms, All my land of Threaplande by the ancient
boundaries viz:+ as Sikelit goes down from Vuetmor as far as Dunecone
and from Dunecone through Keillegile, as far as Crocbec on the one
hand, fowards the field of Thorp: onthe other hand towards the field
of Crakehou as Thursden comes down from Vuetmor in Crumpdene, and so
by the stream as far as Crokbec. And one bovate of land in the
territory of Crakehou viz that which Peter held with a toft and croft
and meadow, and common of two hovates of land which the same Peter
held in the same vill. And with all liberties and easements both in
town and put town and whatever belongs or could belong to me or my
ngirs and to that land of Thrapland, which my grandfather Helias gave

Alice his daughter and her heirs as contained in the charter of the

same Helias. And whatever belongs to me or my heirs of those four
acres of meadow which I Bustace gave %o William de Kurgeston,

In 1335 the matter was still unsettled as we see by a charter
een the Prior of Marton and William de Rilston.....whereas strife

betw

and contention has been carried on between the Prior of Marton and

Wwilliam de Rilston regarding the lordship of the vill of Crakehou in
Craven which belongs entirely to the said Prior, as by the evidence
of their deeds more fully appears, the said William willing to do no

wrong to the said Prior and his convent, concerning the said lordship

viz -
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The same William guit claims to the said prior and convent all right
in the said lordship. The bounds are given as - on the north part
through themiddle of Rysgill as it extends itself in length as far
as Thwargill, and so along the boundary of Thwargill along Hellergill-
beck as far as the metes and bounds between the said vill of Crakehou
and Thirsfeld and Lynton. And on the south part from the boundaries
between Threplandes and Crakehou along of the hill as far as
Stanhull above Bronsowe,

We may get a hint from William de Rilston's statement that
"pecause froma times of which no memory remains the tenants of the
¥ill of Crakehou and of the vill of Rilleston and the lords of the
game vills have had joint common rights with their beasts in the
pasture of the said vills in Northmore, and in digging of turves to
be taken in the said pastures, it is agreed that either of them and
their tenants may have common in the pasture of either of them in
Northmore, i.e. the Prior grant to William and his tenants common of
pasture within the pasture of Crakehou in Northmore and the cutting
of turves there.....William grants to the said Prior and his tenants
like rights with like.

(seal of Wilelmi de Rilliston - a saltire)

These disputes and the emergence of the recognition of common and
undivided pasturein North Moor, along the boundary of which the
artificialities we have mentioned, occur, support the idea that Cracoe
has been a damghter vill within the original lordship of Rilston, and
in fact at the confiscation of the Norton estatds in the sixteenth
century the Crown took half the corn mill and manor of Threapland,

and returned this later o the Cliffords, as they had already taken
the other half at the dissolution of the monasteries.
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