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' LICENSEE OWNS
PEDIGREE

Mr. H. Dieter Hundsdoerfer in the milking parlour

CALVES SOLD—AND BOUGHT BACK
By RICHARD joy, [lan%- 1969

Yorkshire Post Agricultural Correspondent

.

[oa MOST .of the inns around

Skipton, the chief market
T town of Craven, had at one time
a farm attached to them. A pub
and some land formed a pleasant
way of earning a living in those
more spacious days, but the two
occupations now, generally,- go
their separate ways. j

/ flf" Though

I The Craven Heifer inn on the|
lGrassington road just outside ot
 Skipton once boasted about 160 acres
1 of 1and. This was' eventually whittled

down to 62 through various fields
' being separately let, and the land 1s
now being admirably farmed by 8
young couple from Germany, Mr. and
Mrs. Dieter Hundsdoerfer.

This farm is also one of the few
with the local urban council as its
‘andlord. Mr. Hundsdoerfer and his

‘tractive wife, Annemarie, have built

. a first rate pedigree and grading-

~herd of British Friesians there

iring the last three years.
‘FLYING HERD "

Technically, 1t can be called a flying
herd, though with a difference. Mr
m Hundsdoerfer has an arrangemen
o under which he sells all his bes
- W peifer calves to a fellow countrymal

farmer, Mr. Fred Muller, at Hanlith
near Alrton, about 10 miles away.
ke Mr. Muller, who has a larger farm
8C yeeps them to the newly-calven heife
| stage when Mr. Hundsdoerfer buy
'€C Yhem back again. In this way he ca
53l tilise all his land for adult stock, ye
be gi) nis animals are really of his ow
W& preeding and the arrangement work
Ter- well. »
W, Mr. Hundsdoerfer was 18 when I
PT. pecame & prisoner of war in 194
ne had no previous practic

b~ v e

+ experience of the lan
| eventually billeted to a fa‘ﬁm ?;E was
There he worked for more than
1 four years for Mr. Percy Quutan
¢ owner of the Hattershill Friesian herd.
1 near Romford. Later he became h i
. man for - Major Jack Lamef{g&-
3 another pedigree Friesian breeq ke
Tavistock in Deyon. . erial
But in Essex the H

i managed to save a little ll;n fﬁg‘,’l‘i"‘e”
1 few acres on their own account .ng a
centrating on pigs and poultr .Tct:) 5
I they sold the chickens so as toyﬁ en
i o afford to buy some calves ogble

} In 1959, with about £900 in s
the support of the Agrlculturalaglngi
Association, a tolerant B redit
manager and a Keenness to A
they took their present rarmget;nclm,
o Aalso got the backing of N;atloneslr.\
b Agricuitural Advisory Service thr iy
' the local AEC officials anq guth
a; landlord, so they launched a Sheir
o Fa(r}m Sé:shex?e‘ mall
ran 0 approxim ‘
have been forthcomingtelfyo #1000
improvement in the form of plgu gi.nd.
i out and reseeding. A rew - B

buildings has been provide “or
¥ a Dutch barn, facilities fg{-ht’gtudnl,g
feeding of silage, a chute type thsre £-
pojnt.  miking = parlour “witn ree-
adjacent collecting yard ang an
other buildings. various
Forty-four of the 62 ac:
reseeded, and these h;:: lﬁs:% beent
down to stralght Italian rye grass spgg
or four years leys that ensu
maximum output. There are ?re
4 acrevs tolfa kale and another -1; 153'
) y (53
El(leg;e. ches and oats for arable
About 220 tons of silage
w
- last year. It is hoped fo pr%?ugéagg
tons more this season all for self
k&f‘izgén% the dairy herd which at
gelferps e2Uends Lo gieh o SOWS ’":‘2



MILK BY THE TON

In National Milk Records for the
past year ‘the 10 cows with com-
pleted lactations averaged 11,0551b.
and four heifers 8,532lb. at 3.64 ~»r
cent. butter fat on a calving Iy .ix
of 394 days. Among them are two
cows which have yielded over 50 tons
of milk each .

Purchases of foundation stock
Included animals from the Keasden
Pleasant, Highmill, Rosedene a;
Dringside herds. The breeding poi.v.
is based on artificial insemination
with the Hunday bull, Ironside
Texan, as the nominated sire.

Cows that fall below 1,000 gallons
are culled, and the target butter
fat is 4 per cent. As time goes,
several of the older animals will be
. leaving the herd, again with an eye

“Mrs. H. D. Huﬁdsdaerfer

“of petter butter fat figures.
Hundsdoerfer's objective is one cow

Mr.

per acre, coupled with maximum
sufficiency from grazing and silage.
He hopes that the size of his farm
will be extended considerably.

FERTILISERS

tensive fertilising programme
w?)?ogflcing good results. There was
a deficiency in potash, but this has
rrected.
beégnc,goﬁds are going on at the rate
of four cwt. per acre, plus two cwt.
of nitro chalk. All this is com-
plementary to the manure from the
loose housing which is ploughed in.
This farm stands at about 500 feet
above sea level. It is in an area which
has a comparatively pxgh rainfall, but
yet with relatively little atmospheric
pollution ds compared with many
other parts of the West Riding. Mr.

sdoerfer is modelling his grass-
gggdpolicy on that of many, other of
his fellow members of the Yorkshire
Grassland Society, notably Mr. Oliver
Barraclough, of Thornton, Bradford.
Until now he has been content with

" the buckrake for getting his silage.

soon go in for zero grazing,
fo?‘?vkﬁl:}{ he feels, the farm would be
jdeal. Without many adjustments he

-~

LABOUR SAVING l e

The equipment, especially the milk- {
ing parlour and the self-feeding of |
silage. has been designed for labour
saving.  Mr, Hundsdoerfer runs his
holding with the assistance of a pupil,
| Anthony Olleranshaw, 18, of Embsay,
_ | near Skipton, who is eventually going
{| to Hutton Farm Institute.

! Mrs Hundsdoerfer is always willing || e
to help in busy times. She originally |

came from Germany for a nursing
career.

Pigs form another major enterprise,
for they kept 12 Large White breed-
ing sows which are crossed for porker
production by a Landrace = boar.
/| Litters are averaging 10.5 reared, and
early weaning leads to a heavy
throughput,

is also ready for the bulk collection
of milk.
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