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'THE restoration of Flasby Hall, near Gargrave, has
come a step nearer with the awarding of a grant to its
owner, Cracoe businessman, James Hammond by the
Yorkshire Dales National Parks committee.

The Hall (pictured above), which now shows the
ravages wrought by many years without inhabitants,
dry rot and theft of its lead roof, would have been
demolished to make way for a modern home to be
huilt on its 700 acres if Mr. Hammond had had his
way. VG 1PN ‘ b

But conservation minded planners refused his

application and left him with the considerable task of
. restoring the building. While the Park committee has
made available a £1,250 grant for the project, the .
. money is not expected to cover the cost of restoring

even one of the dall's 25 rooms. \ ‘

- Mr. Hammond has applied to six organisations for
financial help to restore the Hall — once owned by the
son of a Leeds Lord Mayor, William Preston, a Leeds

merchant, who bought the Hall in the 15th century. It

was the Preston family home until 15 v2ars ago.

_"We have been told not to touch the building until
matters are settled. I am hoping this grant will be the -
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first of many,” said Mr. Hammond.




St. Andrew’s
f Church

A Summary of Mrs. Janet Dinsdale’s work on

“GARGRAVE CHURCH AND PARISH”




It is not known how many places of worship have been on the church site itself. The dedication and saltire
tell us that it has a very long history; that it is a missionary and a teaching church. Very little is recorded
from its first millenium. At the Synod of Whitby in 664 A.D. it was decided to follow the Roman form of
worship which continued to the Reformation 1536-8.

It was some time ago in the 18th century that a field drain was being laid about half a mile to the S.E. of
Gargrave when the foundations of a building were discovered. At the time and for some time afterwards it
was thought there had been a church here hence the name of Kirk Sink. Further excavation down the years
reveal the site of @ Roman Villa. Dr. Whitaker says the stones of this structure probably went into the

building of Gargrave church, 1521.

ANGLO-DANISH CROSSES AND CELTIC CHURCH

In the church are fragments of Anglo-Danish crosses belonging to the ninth and tenth centuries. These
fragments were discovered when the previous church was taken down to build the present one in 185].
Another fragment is at the bottom of the tower steps. Some of them were taken into the old vicarage garden
for safety, no doubt, one remained in the north porch of the present church and some have been lost. Those
remaining have been seen by archaeologists and declared to be the oldest of any such relics found overawide
area. Very kindly these ancient stones were recently returned to the church where they are now displayed.

These crosses are found almost exclusively in districts where the Celtic church was established mainly in the
North and West of England, Ireland and the Isle of Man, between the seventh and tenth centuries. That
church was organised in large units as a preaching church from Minsters such as York, Hexham and Ripon
and from them the field churches were established. A travelling priest set up a wooden cross to which people
gathered to hear the Christian message and to receive the sacraments. It is likely that a burial ground would
follow this and the graves of important people marked by a carved stone memorial cross and in the course
of time became a permanent centre of Christian worship.

When fragments of more than one cross are found in one place it is considered to be a field church. [n 710
A.D. the church in England was organised in dioceses roughly similar to what we now call parishes and it
seems that the ancient parish of Gargrave is the present Rural Deanery of Settle without the addition of
Horton-in-Ribblesdale. For centuries it was part of the vast diocese of York. In 1836 it became part of the
newly formed diocese of Ripon, in 1919 there was another division when it came under the pastoral care of
the Bishop of Bradford. In a field across the main road to the S.W. is the site known as Garris where stood
the manor house. This was in all probability occupied by the lord’s bailiff. In the Poll Tax returns of 1379
there is Johannes de Gayregrave noted as frankleyn paying the large sum of 40d. So in the first place it is
supposed that the first parish priest was private chaplain in this household. On the priest being made res-
ponsible for the cure or care of souls in the parish of Gargrave he would come under the jurisdiction of the
bishop of the diocese and would administer the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion.

SAWLEY ABBEY INFLUENCE

About 1147 Robert of Gargrave sent out three colonies of monks from Newminster, near Morpeth, to
found cther Abbeys, one of which was to be at Sawley, near Clitheroe, on the River Ribble on land provided
by William Percy. This Robert was canonised as St. Robert of Newminster. From this time to the Reforma-
tion Sawley or Salley Abbey has an interest in Gargrave Parish. The Tithes of Stainton were released to the
Abbey from about 1174. In 1313 Henry de Percy released all his rights in Tithes of Stainton and granted the
advowson of Gargrave and all its chapels to Salley in return for a payment of 80 marks. The English transla-
tion of the Appropriation of Gargrave Church to Salley is lodged at the headquarters of the Yorkshire

Archaeological Society in Leeds.

From this time the convent of Sawley is in authority at Gargrave until the Reformation.

Gifts of land were made by the Graindorges tg Furness Abbey between 1155-1299 at Flasbyand Winterburn.
Tithes and the payments thereof were the subject of much controversy down the years until the dissolution
of the monasteries and down to the present era.

In 1536 began the dissolution of the monasteries. Monastic possessions were sold and at Gargrave these
went to Sir Arthur Darcy, the younger son of Lord Darcy, the latter paying the supreme penalty for his part
in the rebellion that followed. In 1536 then the parish had seen the end of the Scots for the time being, a
new church and the end of the rule of Sawley which had lasted over 200 years. Parish churches were not des-
troyed. The dissolution of the monasteries was followed in the North by the Pilgrimage of Grace against
the dissolution and was ruthlessly crushed. It was at this time decreed that parish registers be kept. Those
for Gargrave are printed to the beginning of last century.

THE PRESENT CHURCH, 1851
THE TOWER

Behind the organ, on the wall at the foot of the belfry stairs is an old carved wooden tablet bearing the date
of the building of the tower.

A.D. MDXXI
This we take to be the date of the building of the church before the present one, 1521. The tower is all that
remains of it.

On the outside on the N.W. buttress of the tower is a carved shield said to be that of Bank impaling that of
Pudsay. This also appears on the S.W. buttress. On the west wall is an inscription, said to be “Peter Foz.
Bailiff”. These inscriptions are badly weathered and almost indecipherable.

A picture of the 1521 church is to be seen in the church.

By 1851 Coniston Cold parish had been divided off from that of Gargrave and a new church built there in
1847: According to Shuffrey “North Craven Churches” the church was consecrated on 19th November,
1846 and was separated from Gargrave by order in Council on 27th May, 1847.

The new Gargrave Church, which is the present one, was built of reddish stone from quarries on Sharphaw,
Flasby, and with white quoins and dressings. It consists of nave, chancel, north and south aisles, in early

Perpendicular style to correspond to the ancient tower. The builder was Anderton of Gargrave who worked
to the design of Rhode Hawkins, the architect. Roberts of Gargrave was the woodworker and the consider-
able amount of carving in stone was the work of Boulton of Lambeth. The wood carving was by Ratler of
Cambridge.

On Tuesday, 26th October, 1852, the Lord Bishop of Ripon consecrated the new church in the presence ofa
full congregation of clergy and laity, and a choir assisted by a large group from the parish f:hurch of Leeqs-
A celebration of Holy Communion followed after which the Bishop consecrated an addition to the burial

ground.

The carved stone on the outside of the church includes a full length figure of St. Andrew in Caen stone placed

in a niche above the south porch doorway. The heads of the 12 Apostles, in the same stone, form the ter-
minals of the nave arch labels inside, the head of St. Peter being above the reading desk and of St. Paul
above the pulpit, at the base of the chancel arch. The open timbered roof is supported on angel corbels, and
other carvings complete the aisle arches.

The building is 130 ft. long by 60 ft. wide and is rather large for a village church leadingk tto kigoggﬁsuié
heating not only at the present day but from the beginning. The open seats are of‘o.ld oa ilso s o
remains of the roof of the former church and provide seating for 500 people. Provision was ¢

100 children in seats facing across the East end of each aisle.

THE WINDOWS )  elati Six windows are by
There are 19 stained glass windows given by local families in memory of re attlve.;.ibitién et Thes)
Capronnier of Brussels, whose work became known in this co‘untr)./ after the gl'e]aaﬁ’é one at the East end E;
windows are easily noticed, the glass is very fine. There are tou_r in the chance e el s Tes t;)
each side aisle. There is also stained glass in the Clerestory windows. So much stg g e

church dark.
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