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Elbeck House

Occupants; The Irvines

Robin Bom Glasgow but lived in Shipley since
he was three

Julie Bom Bingley

Alexander Age 16 Bom Bradford

James Age 14 Bom Bradford

We arrived in Litton from Bingley in October 1996. Robin, a solicitor, had merged
his practice and was undertaking consultancy work in Bradford on a three days a
week basis, and it was this which decided us to move to the countryside; travel to
Bradford for three days a week would be bearable. James was just about to start at
secondary school, and Alexander had just completed his first year at Bradford
Grammar School, so moving schools would not be too detrimental to them. We
would enjoy the benefits of the countryside.

We found Elbeck House which was large enough to accommodate Robin's mother, a
lady in her 90s, who would move with us, as well as ourselves and our golden
retriever, Dougal.

Soon after moving in, we moved out to Manor Cottage for a month while various
works were carried out at the house. The rooms used as a teashop and gallery by Ron
and Margaret Walker, the previous owners, were converted into a "granny flat" for
Nana. We believed this part of the house had been a dairy, but Eddie Chapman
remembers it being a stable with hayloft above and stone steps to the loft outside.

Unfortunately, Nana died a few months later in March 1998, and her flat is presently
used as a letting cottage.

The House

The house has a datestone over the front door of 1707 but it is believed a building has
existed on this site since the 17th century or even before. It is listed Grade II for the
inglenook fireplace in the lounge and the hooded mouldings over some of the south
facing windows.

There have obviously been many changes to the house over the years. Ron and
Margaret Walker were both accomplished artists and they built a pottery on to the
rear of the house incorporating the former back door - we have used this and their
coalshed and converted them into a large dining kitchen and utility room. We have
also made a downstairs cloakroom at the bottom of the stairs from a part of the boiler










