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Christopher Harrison, cattle dealer extraordinaire 
Christopher was born in 1836, the eldest child of John Harrison, a farmer from Hesley Hall, 
Rathmell and his wife Betsy Silverwood, of Harrow Lodge, Slaidburn.   He was baptised in Rathmell 
just two months after his parents’ wedding.  The family soon moved to Austwick where they stayed 
for the rest of their lives and John evolved to become a cattle dealer.  To say this was a fertile 
family is an understatement. In the 23 years after their wedding Betsy produced 14 children - yes 
14!  Poor Betsy. She must have been worn out.  Tragically, just two years after youngest daughter, 
Grace Harrison, was born, Betsy left their home in Austwick and her body was 
found three weeks later on South House Moore, having died of exposure.  She was 
buried and given a memorial stone which is well preserved in Clapham 
graveyard[ph3]. 

In memory of Betsy Harrison wife of John Harrison of Austwick who was found dead Nov 
13th 1861 aged 48 years. Also of James Harrison son of the above who died May 23rd 
1862 aged 4 years. Also of John Harrison, husband of the above who died May 11th 
1870, aged 59 years. 

Betsy was joined by her youngest son, James Harrison, who died six months later, aged just four 
and then John in 1870.  The eldest children had left home long before Betsy died, most working as 
farm servants from the age of 11 or 12.  Others lived together in Burton-in-Lonsdale until ready to 
start their own lives. With the exception of son John Harrison, who became a tailor and youngest 
daughter Grace who married a mason, the rest became, or married, farmers, butchers or cattle 
dealers.  Most continued the tradition of having a large family. 

Eldest son Christopher Harrison started working life as a butcher. When he was 32, in 1869, just 
before his father died, Christopher married Mary Jenkinson whose family were successful 
Giggleswick farmers.  Christopher and 
Mary had 11 children [ph2] with just 
two, Betsy and youngest Henry King 
Harrison dying in infancy.  They lived at 
several addresses in Giggleswick, 
including Ivy Fold, but settled in Tems 
House. Christopher’s career took off 
and he became one of the best 
respected cattle dealers in the North, 
often trading around 50 cattle at fairs.  
He was, unsurprisingly asked to be a 
judge at many Agricultural Shows.  

Christopher and fellow cattle dealer 
Robert Preston of Long Preston were 
some of the first traders to send consignments of cattle into the district via the Settle to Carlisle 
Railway, even before the cattle docks had been built at the stations. However, in 1885 Christopher 
and Robert were transporting ‘fat cattle’, ready for slaughter, south from Carlisle.  As the train was 
passing south through Horton-in-Ribblesdale a number of wagons left the line. One animal died in 
the crash and four more had to be slaughtered. Christopher and Robert were in the guard’s van 
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and they received ‘a very severe shaking, Mr 
Harrison’s face also being injured’. In addition, 
‘a quantity of lace curtains and wearing 
apparel was scattered upon the permanent 
way’[1]. 

Christopher left a very generous estate of 
£2,300 when he died in 1901, aged 65.  At that 
point the sons took over Tems House and Mary moved to Swabeck until she 
died in 1929, aged 83.  They are buried with an impressive stone with some 
of their children and several other children in the nearby graves.  

In loving memory of Christopher Harrison the beloved husband of Mary Harrison 
who died June 2nd 1901 aged 65 years.  Also of Mary the dearly beloved wife of 
the above who departed this life March 15th 1929 in her 84th year. To memory 
ever dear. Also of Mary Tate, daughter of Christopher and Mary Harrison who 
died March 13th 1946 in her 75th year. Also of Betsy Harrison who died 
November 1st 1874 aged 13 months. Also of Henry King Harrison who died 
December 26th 1891 aged 9 months. B7/81b. 

With Christopher’s business acumen their children were set up for successful careers which they all 
achieved.  However, youngest son William, sitting at the front of the photo, was the most famous. 
A great place to start is the account by Bill Mitchell in his book ‘Gossip from Giggleswick’. 
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A further summary of his career (and photo) was provided by the Illustrated London News in 1928 
when William was the ‘organising genius’ assembling the ‘Great Eight’ newspapers at Inveresk 
House in London making him a leading figure in the newspaper world.  William was only 42 at the 
time.  

Unsurprisingly there are numerous articles celebrating his success but 
one in the Linlithgowshire Gazette summed them all up, writing ‘no man 
who has financial power and newspaper influence in England has had 
such a spectacular rise as Mr William Harrison, son of a Yorkshire hill 
farmer, pupil at a village school 
and lawyer with a small practice 
in property conveyancing. His 
climb from obscurity in the space 
of a few years has been to his 
immense energy and his inherent 
ability for carrying through a 
deal’. 

William was known to value his Yorkshire roots and that included entertaining the Yorkshire cricket 
team at the Savoy Hotel in London, during which he attempted to seal a deal with Wilfred Rhodes, 
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who was approaching retirement as a professional, to coach 
at Giggleswick School.  William even offered to pay his salary! 
[2] 

William is still celebrated locally as he donated land to the 
Parish Council in 1949 to become the Harrison Playing Fields 
in memory of his parents, providing somewhere for children 
to play for perpetuity.  There was a slight hiccup when Tom 
Maudsley from Stainforth refused to sell his land as he would 
lose valuable grazing but, as we can still see today, the 
Harrison Playing Fields are still enjoyed by young and old alike.  
In 1952 the Castleberg Hospital, which in those days 
specialised in mental illness requested to use the playing fields 
to support the rehabilitation of its patients. Unfortunately, 
William was not in agreement, ‘Mr Harrison is utterly opposed 
to the use of these field by mental patients’ and the relevant 
authorities ‘will not be allowed to have anything to do with them.’ [1] 

Ouch.  

In his personal life William married Margaret Simpson Nicoll from 
Scotland and they had a son and a daughter.   Their gravestone is just 
inside the lych gate in Giggleswick graveyard, in prime position for visitors 
to the church to walk by and remember them.  William was 93 when he 
died! The burial records also state that a portrait of William Harrison was 

on display in the Parish Rooms [ph4].  

In loving memory of Margaret Simpson Harrison beloved wife and 
companion for 54 years of William Harrison LL.D. of London, loving mother 
of her son Bill and daughter Mary Mollett, born 9th December 1885 died 
28th September 1966.  Also in loving memory of the above named William 
Harrison born 23rd November 1885 died 9th February 1979. A1h/8 

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has 
recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. It has 
been written in good faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently included errors or breached 
any copyright I apologise and would welcome corrections.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard project 
and can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old Settle’ family 
tree on Ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is ongoing and welcomes 
queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the Facebook page 
‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Yorkshire Post, 2 — 
Sheffield Daily Telegraph 

ph2 — credited to the Back in Settle facebook site, submitted by Sheard Sumner, ph3 — credited to family 
descendants via Ancestry.co.uk, username Catherine Austin, ph4 — painted by Frank Ernest Beresford, 
credited to artuk.org, and on display at The Stanley & Audrey Burton Gallery, University of Leeds, 
uploaded by descendant via Ancestry.co.uk, username leroy10193 
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Happy memories of CHRISTOPHER HARRISON [663] of Tems House Farm who 

passed away 4th August 1958 aged 76 years 

AMY HARRISON [750] wife of the above who passed away 15th November 1968 

aged 75 years1 

MARY ISABEL HARRISON [267] loving daughter of the above who passed away 

23rd February 2003 aged 75 years 

1 Burial Register records her age as 74 years. B7/81b 

A3/C9. Treasured memories of a dear and devoted husband and father JOHN HARRISON 

[674] who died 7th Aug. 1959 in his 84th year. 

Also of JANE [34] wife of the above who died 27th Aug. 1979 aged 96 years. 

And their only son CHRISTOPHER HARRISON who died 12th Sep. 2002 aged 81 

years. 

A3/I18. CHRISTOPHER HARRISON [209] Cherished memories of a loving husband and 

father. Born 22nd March 1916 at Tems House, died 1st October 1996. Home to rest. 

B7/79. In loving memory of SARAH ANNIE dearly loved wife of Charles HARRISON [423] 

died Jan. 26th 1939 aged 55 years. 

Also of CHARLES HARRISON [578] died Feb. 20th 1951 aged 70 years. 

Peace, perfect peace. 

B7/81a. To the dear memory of HANNAH (JENKINSON) BECKWITH [789] died January 

16th 1900 aged 51 years. 

MATILDA JENKINSON [168] died July 23rd 1915 aged 62 years1 

. 

Also CHARLES HENRY JENKINSON [308] brother of the above, died May 4th 1929 

in his 78th year*2 

Also of ELIZABETH daughter of Christopher and Mary HARRISON [642] who died 

Feb. 1st 1957 in her 88th year. 

1 Burial Register records her age as 61 years. 

2 Burial Register records his age as 78 years.
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