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For the story of Edward Hartley - see Greenwood 

For the story of Henry and John Hartley - see Ratcliffe 

John Johnson Hartley, entrepreneurial ironmonger 
John Johnson Hartley 1811 was the eldest of nine children born to Isabella Ruebottom and 
Robert Hartley.  He was born in London, but baptised in Kirkby Lonsdale. The family had moved 
to Settle by 1817 to run the Golden Lion Inn.   Robert died in 1829 but Isabella ran the Inn for 
nearly 40 more years.   

In 1839, John married Mary Harger, the daughter of Joseph Harger, the innkeeper of the Royal 
Oak in Settle. Mary had created a beautiful sampler when she was just seven with text from a 
poem by a Quaker poet ‘Meditations’ by Mary Mollineux [ph3]. John and Mary didn’t have 
children. 

John worked in the Market Place as an ironmonger and tinsmith, 
although he seemed to have fingers in many pies including 
property, selling guns, and letting property, and an agent for 
selling agricultural machinery [SC].  In 1841 and 1842 John was a 
churchwarden, nominated by the pewholders at Holy Ascension 
Church, so was obviously held in high regard.. 

 In 1850 John had to take the respected 
solicitor John Cowburn to court to get him to honour 
a rather substantial promissory note to the value of 
£425 plus interest  [1]. Perhaps Mr Cowburn was not 
quite as respected afterwards!  In 1854, John let his 
business to Mr Robert Jones — perhaps it was more 
lucrative than doing the work himself [SC]. 

In 1857, John bought property on the Market Place 
and Castle Hill from Thomas Hardacre.  Thomas had 
recently gone bankrupt so John may have got a 
bargain [SC]. He ran his business in some of them, 
[ph2] next door to Sylvester Cork’s wig shop and 
hairdresser. John’s shop is now a cycle shop.  John 
rented other rooms back to Thomas Hardacre. He 
also let some of the rooms at the bottom of Castle 
Hill to the Board of Guardians [SC]. 
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The Board of Guardians made alterations and moved into 
the properties during the following year.  However the 
first floor Committee Room was criticised for the lack of 
accessibility problems for the old and infirm, the very 
people it was intending to provide for. 

In 1860, John used his entrepreneurial spirit to divert 
the waste from his water closet down a street water 
drain which emptied out onto gravel [2]. Unsurprisingly 
the drain blocked up.   Not John’s smartest move.   
Incredibly, he got away with a fine of 1 shilling which 
may reflect his good reputation in the town, or the lack 
of regard to hygiene in the 1860s. 

John and Mary are buried with John’s unmarried brother 
William and a nephew Robert, the son of John Johnson’s 
brother Thomas Hartley who worked as a draper in 
London.  Thomas had at least 13 children including 
another son called Robert. 

B5 Sacred to the memory of John Johnson Hartley who died May 27th 1864 aged 
53, and Mary, wife of the above who died October 27th 1864 aged 50 years.  Also 
William Hartley brother of the above who died February 24th 1858 aged 38 years.  
Also Robert Hartley nephew of the above who died August 17th 1852 aged 4 years. 

John’s brother Joseph Hartley had the very first wedding at Holy Ascension 
church in 1849. He married Susannah Hardacre from Long Preston. Joseph 
made a fortune as a cotton manufacturer in Lancashire.  John’s brother James 
Hartley and his wife/widow Jane Tower Foxcroft were successful coal merchants. They lived in 
Langcliffe but traded from Settle Station [LSA].   
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James [on right ph1], was one of the ‘Three Fishers’ with 
William Capstick and Matthias Nowell.  William 
Clark and Thomas Altham wrote a satirical poem 
about them which caused a bit of a stir amongst 
locals.  James died in 1902, aged 83, and is buried at 
Langcliffe. 

 

This account has been compiled as part of the Settle 
Graveyard Project which has recorded gravestone 
inscriptions, updated church records and researched the 
lives of those buried. It has been written in good faith with 
no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently included errors or breached any copyright I apologise and 
would welcome corrections.  

Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old Settle’ 
family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is ongoing and 
welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the 
Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard project. 

A — An appreciation of Settle, Settle and District Civil Society, 1973 

B — Thomas Brayshaw - Local fragments 

SC — Settle Chronicle, LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, WLP — the diaries of William Lodge Paley both 
with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings Preservation Trust 

Newspaper cutting with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster Gazette, 2 
— Kendal Mercury, 3 — Westmorland Gazette, 5 — Bradford Observer 

ph1 — photo with kind permission of the North Craven Buildings Preservation Trust, ph2 — kindly provided 
by John Reid, ph3 — with thanks to descendants Allan Gould and Paul Wiltshire, ph4 — credited to the 
Back in Settle Facebook site, ph5 — credited to Midlandhotel.org, ph6 — credited to descendants of the 
family via Ancestry.co.uk, username th_brown66 
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