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LOCAL SPORTS

Rylstone and District Sports have been taking place since at least the tum of the century.  Between the
wars Rylstone, or Cracoe Sports as they were more generally known as, were a big event in the Dales
and beyond and people caume from far and near to take part.

At that time they were held in the ficld across from the Hut, between the Main road and Church Lanc.
There were various stalls, with coconut shics, and stalls sclling sweets and pop ctc. and the day always
cnded with a dance in the evening.  There were many events including flat. bike, obstacle and fell
races; races for the young and for the old, wrestling and a tug of war contest, with a team from each
village ~Bordley, Cracoe Flasby, Hetton, Rylstone and Winterburn competing.

Winterburn always won this contest, but one memorable vear, against all the odds, Flasby beat them
The Winterbum team contained as nsnal, four Taylor brothers, big men. well over 6 feet tall and Jack
Bell and Arthur Laycock ,also larger than average. The Flasby team seems not to be documented. and
there 1s a suspicion that there was some cheating but apparently nobody minded.  The referee, Mr
Tom Swales came off worst, becanse as he looked down the rope each way, to see that cverything was
in order; both teams picked it up at the same time and caught Mr Swales under the chin knocking him
over backwards. However, he wasn't hurt to the relief and mermment of all..

In one race for men over 50 the two leaders from a large Geld were Mr Leonard Carlisle and Canon
Lowe (who had won trophses for runming at umversity). Canon Lowe. running in pumps only narrowly
beat Mr Carlisle running in stocking feet.

The following from the Craven Herald conceming the 1947 Sports will be of inlezest 10 some:-

* Rylstonc and District Youth Club held enjoyable sports in Mr W Pickering's field on Thursday week.
The organisers were Mrs W Stoncy and Miss Elcanor Tennant (se. and clerk). With Mr J W Hebden as
starter and Mr W Pickening as handicapper. Amongst the contestants were Gordon Jackson, Peter
Rymer, Frank Thackeray, Jean Clarke, Margaret Tennant, Robert Harling, Leonard Carlisle, Joyce
Tbbotson, T Thistlethwaite, Elizabeth Taylor, Judith Mctcalfe, Joan Hebden, M Gains, Edgar Wilson,
John Taylor, Thomas Tennant, David Rymer. Brian Clarke, James Andrews, Christine Metcalfe,
Dorothy Thistlcthwaite, Donis Woods.

LADIES RACE-

1* Miss E Thistlethwaite, 2% Mrs Wade, 3™ Miss Proctor

MENS RACE

1* Tom Dewar 2™ Norman Daggett 3 Harry Foster

FELL RACE (SKELTERTON HANDICAP)
1° Gordon Jackson 2* Donald Carlisle 3 T Tennant

A picnic supper was served (o club members at the close.

In the 1950°s the sports were hedd in Wesley Spensley’s field next to the Hut. They were moved to a
Saturday, and were preceeded by a fancy dress competition,

Currently they arc held on Benson'’s field Floshers, which is the Cricket Ficld, and tea is served down
there to all participating,.

The Cracoe Fell Race 1s now a separate entity and is beld near the end of May, Starting in onc of
Carlisle’s ficlds near Back Lane, it is organised by the Fell Racing Association, and people from all
over the country compete, with only a very few locals entering.



LOCAL SPORTS

Rylstone and District Sports have been taking place since at Icast the tumn of the century. Between the
wars Rylstone, or Cracoe Sports as they were more generally known as, were a big event in the Dales
and beyond and people came from far and near 1o take part.

SEHO~
At that time they were held in the ficld across from the between the Mam road and Church Lanc.
There were vanous stalls, with coconut shics, and stalls $elling sweets and pop ctc. and the day always
ended with a dance in the evening. There were many events including flat, bike, obstacle and fell
races; races for the young and for the old, wrestling and a tug of war contest, with a tcam from cach
village -Bordiey, Cracoe Flasby, Hetton, Rylstone and Winterbumn competing.

Winterburn always won this contest, but one memorable year, against all the odds, Flasby beat them.
The Winterburn tcam contained as usual, four Taylor brothers, big men, well over 6 feet tall and Jack
Bell and Arthur Laycock (also larger than average. The Flasby team seems not to be documented. and
there is a suspicion that there was some cheating but apparently nobody minded. The referee, Mr
Tom Swales came off worst, because as he looked down the rope cach way, to sce that everything was
m order; both tcams picked it up at the same time and canght Mr Swales under the chin knocking him
over backwards. However, he wasn’t hurt to the relief and mermiment of all..

In 1910 after several years of bad weather they hired a teat for during the sports, which apparently was
a blessing for pzople to get out of the mud and rain.

In one race for men over 50 the two leaders from a large field were Mr Leonard Cardisle and Canon
Lowe (who had won trophies for runming at university). Canon Lowe, mnning in pumps only narrowly
beat Mr Cartisle running in stocking feet. -

The following from the Craven Herald concerning the 1947 Sports will be of interest to some: -

“ Rylstone and District Youth Club heid enjoyable sports in Mr W Pickering’s field on Thursday week,
The organisers were Mrs W Stoney and Miss Eleanor Tennant (sc. and clerk). With Mr J W Hebden as
starter and Mr W Pickering as handicapper. Amongst the contestants were Gordon Jackson, Peter
Rymer, Frank Thackeray, Jean Clarke, Margaret Tennant, Robert Harling, Leonard Carlisie, Joyce
Ibbotson, I Thistethwaite, Elizabeth Taylor, Judith Metcalfe, Joan Hebden, M Gains, Edgar Wilson,
John Taylor, Thomas Tennant. David Rymer, Bnan Clarke, James Andrews, Christine Metcalfe,
Dorothy Thistlethwaite. Doris Woods.

LADIES RACE-

1" Miss E Thistlethwaite, 27 Mrs Wade, 3™ Miss Proctor

MENS RACE

1" Tom Dewar 2*! Norman Daggett 3*! Harry Foster

FELL RACE (SKELTERTON HANDICAP)
1" Gordon Jackson 2™ Donald Carlisle 3" T Tennant

A picnic supper was served to club members at the close.

In 1948 Peter Rymer was cncouraged to take part in the fell race.which he didn’t really want to do, and
he was cven Iess happy to discover that at the start of the race. Mr William Pickenng had handicapped
him and Alan Taylor by starting them both in the next field back. so that they had to go across the field
and over the wall to get to where the others started. However, he finished runner up despite this.

In the 1950°s the sports were held in Wesley Spensley's ficld next to the Hut. They were moved 10 a
Saturday, and were preceeded by a fancy dress competition.

Curreantly they are held on Benson's field Floshers, which is the Cricket Ficld, and tea is served down
there toall participating.
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"CRACCE FELL RACE Jamee L 12

Cracoe Fell Race. revived last summer after a lapse of
nearly 50 yeara. was such a success. it is being run
again on Saturday. 30th May. The start is at 12.45 p.m.
inetead of in the evening, as laat year.

Compatitors will again include the best of Northern fell
runners. After winning last year, Kenny Stuart, of
Threkeld, near Keswick, went on to become the season’'e
top runner.

Starting from near the Devonshire Hotel, the runners
have it easy across rising pastures, but then face a
rapid and rough ascent to the 1,600 ft. crest on which
Cracoe's war memerial stands.

T+ iz one of che sternest tests fell runners face, and
the trophies, shich are presented on the hotel car park
are hard earned.

Last year 60 started in the three groups — senior,
under 17 and under 14.

Local runners expected to do well are Roger Gibson who

has come from Cumbria to farm at the Fleets, and the
Schindler brothers, John and David from Thorpe.

John won the under 17 event last year and is still eligible
for the group. David has a good chance in the Under 14
event.

Roger Ingham, the Skipton athlefe (Tel: Skipton 60408)
js organising the event assisted by lecal farmers
headed by Donald Carlisle. Roger's wife Rebecca, comes
from Cracoe and Roger was introduced to fell running by
Norman Beck and trained by Billy Pickering.

Both were Cracoe farmers.




"Dawes he went a-fisking

He thougit he'd catckh a whale

But when he thought about the dace,
His thoughts they turned to ale.'

This little ditiy was wriiten by the late John Lord when
our 1ittle friend (you know who) took up fishing almost
€0 years ago. No doubt at this stage his excursion into
Tthe gentle art' was short liveds; he probably found beiter
fish 1o fry.

Well strunge to say he has the fishing bug again; it a1l
began with him seeing an odd fish or so returning to Hetton
Beck and with an cold Greeshart rod turning up oa one of
his many estates. So he enlisied the aid of two of his
fishing pals to tackle up his rod regardleas of cost and
with his new found treasure complete with reel, hook, line
and sinker — with half his gardern turned over he found a
tin full of fat Juicy worms, he proudly set off to catch

a fish. Well alas, he quickly hooked a fish, but in his
excitement fell into the beck; the fish got off and he
wandered home with his bag empty but his wellingtons fullll

Kothing daunted off he went again full of hope —benevelence
and this time fortune smiled on him, a poor innocent little
trout was gently taking the odd fly or other marine insects
that came its way, when this very appetizing looking worm
came floating past, the fish 1little knowing that a deadly
hook was concealed in the worm, made & grab at it and

of course was hooked. Our worthy angling friend with a
great big heave, threw the poor fish clean out of the

water yards into the field and so with his breakfast
assured he returned home, dry footed, rather thirsty and
very proud. Rumour has it that he was in the Angel that
night taking orders for fresh caught trout from a pure
crystal clear stream.

Well *tight lines' little friend but please leave us a
few wild, lusity trout in our little beck for future atock.

AKON (MName & Address Supplied)
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As & sequel to Mrs. Morehouses report.on the Rylsicne

and District Sports we thought readers mighi be interesfed
in the following report on an event dated 1947

which appeared in the Craven Herald:-

'"YOUTH CLUB SPORTS'

Rylstone apd District Youth Club held enjoyable sports in
Mr. W. Pickering's field cn Thursday week, The organisers
were Mrs. W, Stoney and Miss Eleanor Tennant (se. and
clerk). With Mr, J. W. Hebden as starter and Mr. W. Pickering
as handicapper. Amongst the contestants were Gordon Jackson,
Peter Rymer, Frank Thackeray, Jean ClaTtke, Margaret Tennant,
Robert Harling, Leonard Carlisle, Joyce Ibbotscn,

I. Thistlethwaite, Elizabeth Taylor, Judith Metcalfe,

Joan Hebden, M. Gains, Edgar Wilson, John Taylor, Thomas
Tennant, David Rymer, Brian Clarke, James Andrews,

Christine Metcalfe, Doroihy Thistlethwaite, Doris Woods.

LADIES RACE (please note Ed.)

1st: Miss E. Thistlethwaite, 2nd. Mrs. Wade,
3rd. Miss Proctor.

MENS RACE
1st: Tom Dewar 2nd. Norman Daggett 3rd. Harry Foster
FELL RACE (SKELTERTON HANDICAF)

1st: Gordon Jackson 2nd Donald Carlisle 3rd T. Tennant
(where were they on 5Sth July 19807 Ed.)

A picnic supper was served to club members ai the close.




W NTERBURN TUG OF Whx TEAM
BEATEN FOr THE FIRST 'LLME

AAAER

We shall publists, next month, the account, in verseé, of
wpis event. Tt was written sometims beiwaen the two
Worid Wars, BY the late Mr. Leonard Jowett of Cracoce
HOusE .«

1¢ locked an jmpossibility to beat Winterburn, a8 the
four big Taylor prothers always pulled, four big

nefiy men well over 31X foot in height, 1 think tne
otner members of the team were Jack Bell and Artnure
Laycock and they were pigger than average, bul this time
Flasby beat tnem, although I think there was & bit of
cheating, ne one seemed 10 pother. Cracoe Sports were
an event in the Dales in thos@ days, and people cane
¢rom far and near, some canme from the Lake pistrict and
a wan called Yeely or Keeler won ihe fell race gevaral
t1mes, he came fyom Kendal.

There were flat races, bike races, chetacle races,
wrestling, races for old and young- 1 remember one
time in the race for men over 50, quite a 1ot com-
peted, bul tne two maln men were Canon Lowe fwno had
won a quantity of cups for running whilst at uaiver—
sivy) and ¥r. Levnard Carlisle. Canon Lowe ran in
pumps, bue Mr. Carlisle ran in his stockinged feet,

but Canon LOWe WAS the winner bY only & bair's breadth.

e
A ——



The sporis wers held then in the field across
from the Hut, between the Church Lane ana the
Mayn Road; therc were various stalls like
coconul shies, swaeta, pop etc. amd alwaye a
dance in the evening- T must say that each
village had a tug or war team, Het®on, Ryl-
stone, Bordley, (racos, Winterbura and Masby,
go it was a very exciting game, ana when Mr.
Tom Swale stood looking up and down the rope
to see if everylihing was alright and both
sides picked the rope up at the same time, 1L

caught him under his
backwards way OVEr,
hurt. Writing now

chin and knocked him
what a laugh as he wasn't
about Cracoe Sporis ren—

inds me there was soriley Sports, they were

ng real good do"is
sometiwe if po one [=
Xite"

T wall tell you about them
lse docS. “What about 1t

The verse pentioned will follow in the next

188uU€.
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Phe £ilm "“The War Ca
of nuclear war, can
Town Hall on ¥onday
followed by a discug
35 proposed hereafte
Group.

ERARFANER

ma'', showlng the effects

be seen at srassington

164¢h February at T.30pm,
gion on the subject. It

r to form & 1ocal reace .
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Az a sequel to Mrs. Morehousez reporit on the Hylsione

and District Sperts we thoughi readers mighi be interested
in the following report on an event dated 1947

which appeared in the Craven Herald:-

"YOUTH CLUB SPORTS®

Rylstone and District Youth Club held enjoyable sports in
Mr. W. Pickering's field on Thursday week, The organisers
were Mrs. W. Stoney and Miss Eleanor Tennant (se. and
clerk). With Mr. J. W. Hebden as starter and Mr. W. Pickering
as handicapper. Amongst the contestants were Cordon Jackson,
Peter Rymer, Frank Thackeray, Jean Clarke, Margaret Tennant,
Robert Harling, Lwonard Carlisle, Joyce Ibbotson,

I. Thistlethwaite, Eligabeth Taylor, Judith Metealfe,

Joan Hebden, M. Gaina, Edgar Wilson, John Taylor, Thomas
Tennant, David Rymer, Brian Clarke, James Andrews,

Christine Metcalfe, Dorothy Thistlethwaite, Doris Woods.

LADTES RACE (please note Ed.)

ist: Miss E. Thistlethwaite, 2nd. Mrs. Wade,
3rd. Miss Proctor.

MENS RACE
1st: Tom Dewar 2nd. Norman Daggett 3rd. Harry Foster
FELL, ERACE (SKELTERTON HANDICAF)

1st: Gordon Jackson 2nd Donzld Carlisle 3%rd T. Tennant
(where were they on Sth July 19807 Ed.)
A picnic supper was served to club members at the close.
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WinTERBURE TG OF WAx TEAM
BRATEN FOx THE FIRST ''1ME

EHN®N

¥e snall publisn, next month, the account, 1n verse, of
this event. It was written scmetam2 between the two
World Wars, by the late Mr. Leonard Joweti of Cracoe
nrousce.

It looked an impossibility to beat Winterburn, as the
four big Taylor brothers always pulled, four big

hefty men well over six foot in height, I think tne
other members of the team were Jack Bell and Arthur
Laycock and they were bigger than average, but this time
Flasby beat them, although I think there was a bit of
cheating, no one seemed to bother. Cracoe Sports were
an event in the Dales in those days, and people came
from far and near, some came from the Lake District and
a man called Keely or Keeler won the fell race Several
times, he came from Kendal.

There were flat races, bike races, obstacle races,
wrestling, racea for old and young. 1 remember one
time in the race for men over 50, quite a lot com-
peted, but the two main men were Canon Lowe (who had
won a quantity of cups for running whilst at Univer-
sity) and Mr. Leunard Carlisle. Canon Lowe ran in
pumps, buu ¥r. Carlisle ran in his stockinged feet,

but Canon Lowe was the winner by only a hair's breadth.

The sports were held then in the field across
from the Hut, between the Church Lane ana the
Main Road; there were various stalls like
coconut shies, sweets, pop etc. and always a
dance in the evening. I must say that each
village bhad a tug or war ieam, Hetion, Ryl-
stone, Bordley, Cracoe, Winterburn and Flasby,
s it was a very exciting gawe, ane when Mr.
Tom Swale stocd looking up and down ihe rogpe
to see if everyihing wae alright and both
sides picked the rope up at the same time, it
caught him under his chin and knocked him
backwards way over, what a laugh as he waan't
hurt. Writing now about Cracoe Sporta rem—
1nds me there was Horiley Sporis, they were

"a real good do”:i I will tell you about them

sometime i1f no one else does. “Khat about 1t
Kig?"

The verse mentioned will follow in the next
issue.
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Place names and field names can often tell us of the landscape.

There are many Anglian names for clearings in woodland, yel despite the soil
which looks at least in parl, as if it could support large lrees, there are few field
names which suggest this.

In Cracoe, Swinden means “swine valley”, which would imply woodland, as pigs
were fattened on fallen acorns and nuts. In Rylslone, there was a "Howden or
Holden” wood meaning deep valley. We do not know where this was, though an
early description of the boundary of Cracoe puts it on the Cracoe - Rylslone
boundary. Apart from Bordley itself, few names for wood or clearing such as foul
furth in Cracoe, calf fall, hagg laithe (the barn where the trees were felled) and
Brand Rake {a place cleared by burning) have survived and the only lree names
again suggest light scrub. “Thorns” in Danderthorn, Thornleys, Coldthomes, and
Lantermn Holes, whose earlier form was Lambthom. Buriree (Elder tree) and
Birchbank do not suggest either more than a scrubby woodland, yetthere is a
lradition that Bordley was so thickly wooded that the Proclors could carry a naked
light from Lainger House 1o Bordley Hall withoul it being extinguished.

Where were these pre conquest villages ? 1t is most likely that their hut foundations
(the huts were probably wood, wattle, daub and thatch) are under present house
foundations. Although village houses were somelimes moved (as Hallon East), if
the L ord of the Manor did not like them too close to his hall, they just as frequently
rebuill time after time on the same site, the “loft™ with it’s croft behind il.
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