
Sun chambers, garrets and 

parlours. 
What inventories tell us about 

local houses 1660-1750



Vernacular buildings



John Lawson 1724



Datestones in Settle and the 17thC rebuilding. 
I n Settle 19 datestones show a peak  in rebuilding in the 1670s 



Harrison and Hutton; using probate inventories c1700
1. Agricultural valuation of corn,cattle,sheep by regions; 
 Craven livestock  is mostly in cattle (cows, oxen etc) Sheep  are fewer. 

 There is still some arable land.



2.Number of rooms in houses
Craven has  a large proportion of houses with 4-5 rooms

Few houses have only 1-3 rooms. 

A good number have more than 6 rooms

3. Number of storeys
Craven has a good proportion of two-storey houses and few 

single storey houses.  Vale of York has a lot of single storey.



4. Hearths in Craven.
Over 34% of houses had  two or more hearths and 

had to pay more Hearth Tax in 1672/3.

5. Kitchens in inventories
Only 15% have a kitchen. 
Service rooms eg buttery or milkhouse 

are often small size.



Vernacular houses and probate inventories; one example



Thatched roofs 



.











Settle; a market town with typically tall buildings.



Probate inventories for  the town of Settle indicate very large 17thC houses,

 with 3 storeys , 2 or three bays long.



Older three storey buildings were 

rebuilt in 18thC as two storey



OS map c 1847  

  And before town hall c1830



Folly and inventory 

The Folly 1679 R.L.P
Inventory 1695



John Cookson (inventory Dec. 1690) 
Two storey and three rooms long (JC 1663)





The White Horse ( three inventories)

,

White horse RandLP before Folly



Porch?

Sun chamber

Outchamber over shop

Shop
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