
Surveying and drawing-up; 

 the tricky stuff...

More training on the how and why 

of recording vernacular buildings...



What evidence is there of  the 

“great rebuilding” in the 17thC? 

What evidence is there of earlier

buildings?

Fulling stocks

THE  KILNSEY PROJECT

Why record 

vernacular buildings

 in Kilnsey?



The recording process for vernacular buildings

1. Fieldwork – collecting the data

2. Drawing-up and interpretation/analysis

3. Documentary research e.g. Hearth Tax, wills and inventories

These all need some experience but you can learn.

 
Observation is very important!



1. Fieldwork and collecting the data;  

Time is limited often to an hour or so, unlike archaeological drawing.

•OBSERVATION

First look round the outside to  assess the shape, any features to record, their possible dates.

• FIELD SKETCHES

Allocate team members to sketch the plan or elevations or  specific feature.   

Measurements taken will be put on these.. 

The person who writes the measurements on the plan should also draw it up!

•TAKE MEASUREMENTS

The plan team starts to measure all the outside and all the inside, wall thicknesses, 

 door and window openings. 

The elevation  team measures all vertical features eg windows

TIPS:

Remember you are measuring  the plan at about waist height.

Elevations are best measured from the eaves down when on a sloping site.

Measure in centimetres.

Make long measurements  for accuracy.

Measure window openings from the glass or timber frame, not the splay 

of the stone.



2. Drawing-up and  interpretation/analysis

Drawing up to scale;

The field record  data is drawn up , 

usually as a plan, significant elevations, 

significant sections or other features 

eg roof trusses, fireplaces.

Interpretation and written report;

The report is not a description but an analysis.

It includes things the drawings cannot tell you 

e.g. the type of stone.  

The report uses the evidence to conclude something 

about the building along with any documentary evidence 

.

Experience is needed to  date features, 

name the parts e.g. of roof trusses. and to work out

 the evolution of the structure.

Checklist for report

Naming parts



Drawing up conventions





Taking measurements



Is it square? Using diagonals or triangulation



Awkward angles



PLAN TYPES and NAMING 

THE ROOMS and SPACES

(Houses)



NAMING THE SPACES

(Barns)



Drawing-up: the end result



Drawing up: the end result







“”””””””The chamber over the house”



Rooms, inventories



1694 Inventory





Reconstruction from data on re-used timber (16thC?)



Roofs and terminology



Drawing roof trusses



Roofs - naming the parts and problems of measuring 



Rooof trusses
Roofs







roofs



roofs



Sections of roof trusses



Details and interpreting



Recording details



Adding detail

e.g. stonework impressions



Walling detail



Drawing details



Renard Close laithe



Renard Close Laithe;

Two records



Windy Arbour – what did we observe?

Three versions

This gable end  has a walling feature of stone blocks from the chimney 

stack and which appear to belong to the insertion of fireplaces when 

the building became two cottages. The windows include two more of the small ogee mullioned windows

 like those seen at the front. The lower one has its mullions removed and the sill replaced by

 a  coarse cement  in which round beads of glassy slag have been incorporated. 

The other two windows are 19/20thC of sawn sandstone. The plinth continues with the 

ground cut away at the rear. Quoins here are of sharply cut sandstone. Two huge slab quoins lower down occur where 

where the plinth is cemented over. The water wheel for powering medieval fulling stocks or for 

17thC lead smelting bellows, may have been near this area and explain some of the massive

 plinth walling on the gable corner. The leat is shown on the TA map as entering through the gable wall.



Published

Drawings; 

Harrison and Hutton



YVBSG Journal c1986



Challenges.....!
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