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Lonely dales farms get their Christmas

Christimas stores arrive at the lonely farms between
Wharfedale and Malhamdale in the once-a-month delivery
lorry. Helped by the driver, Arthur Pickles, Mr Arthur
Harrison, of Home Farm, Malham Tarn, is unloading a saclk
of corn. Watching is g neighbour, Mr. Robert Carr, of Capon
Hall Farm. Mrs. Edna Coates, of Lower Trenhouse Farm,
near Malham, 1is checking her order. (Yorkshire Post
nictures ) .
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By a Yorkshire Post reporter

Even the hens were down to eating a mixture of cocoa and
semolina on the isolated Dales farms in the winter of 1947. By
the time a passage had been cleared through the snow drifts and
the blizzards had quietened down, the stone shelves of farm larders

were looking frightfully bare.

Already this year the farmers are
turning anxious eyes to the grey
skies, while their wives watch for the
lorry that will bring their provislons
from the.iearest town.

The lorry that takes the grocerles
and the cattle food to the isolated
farms beyond Grassington belongs to
T. and A. Stockdale, of Hebden,
grocers, provision merchants, coal
merchants, and corn merchants, and
was out yesterday making a speclal
Christmas delivery.

There were Christmas crackers and
mincemeat, chocolate biscults and
jellies, piled in the back. Slde by
side with ‘them were sacks of flour,
tinned meat and slabs of salt, and
also rations for the sheep, the cows
and the hens.

Driver Arthur Pickles, of Council
Houses, Grassington, who has been
taking the monthly orders round the
local farms since he was released from
the Army four years ago, was down at
the store's corn depot in Grassington
early vesterday ready to begzin loading.
In those {four years he has never
failed to reach his destination. Some-
times the weather has been so bad
that he has arranged to meet his
customers half-way. On  several
oceasions he has had to clesr & path
through the snow, and during the
winter months his load always

- includes a stout shopvel.

Would not change

Malham Tarn and Gordale Scar
were his destinations yesterday. The
fog was patchy and the ponds were
frozen over. The first stop was at
Lower Trenhouse Farm, not far from
Malham Tarn., where Mrs. Edoa
Coates, a young farmer's wife with
two children, was waiting to check her
order On thelr 800-acre suock-rearing
farm they are used to being cut off.

Thelr main concern is not getting
food up from Malbham, three mlles
away, but getting the farm's milk
down to Malham to sell it. Mrs.
Coates was a town girl before her
marriage, but she would not leave her
farm life now. She is used to order-

( ing her provisions on a large scale and

is ready for whatever the weather may
bring.

Her comfortable home has its own
electricity generator which supplies
the washing machine, an iron, a
vacuum cleaner and a television set.

Two of the best-loved characters of
the district are the Carrs of Leegate
Farm, who live at the end of a road
“yunsuitable for motor cars,” passed
Gordale Scar., Mr. and Mrs, Henry
Carr have been in their present farm
for 25 years, and two months ago
celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary.

Seventy-six this month, Mr. Carr
has been farming since he was a boy.
Even so, he speaks of the winter of
1947 as the worst in his long memory.

Rationing presents blg problems to

e

the farmers' wives in these outlying
spots, for they are not able to stock
up for the bad weather as they—did
before the war, and as they would like
to do now. Coal is the only rationed
article they are allowed to buy in
large quantities.

TV attraction

If the weather is clear before
Christmas there will be a family party
at the Carr's. Mrs. Carr said yester-
day that since they got a television
set o year ago her family come home
far more often, and they are getting
back to the “ good old days of family
evenings round the fire.”

Up at the Harrison farm—Home
Farm—which 1is rented Irom the
National Trust, one of Mr. Carr's sons
was having his Junch when we called
with the provisions yesterday. The
two men are great friends—Mr. Arthur
Harrison., whose 500-acre farm is a
sheep-rearing ground, and Mr. Robert
Oarr, who farms near-by Capon Hall
Farm. Already bothh of them have _
made provision for a hard winter.

In 1947 Mr. Carr had fodder flown

out to his stranded sheep. He was |
asked on the B.B.C. to put a cross of
sacks in the fleld where he wanted
them  dropping. Hopefully, Mr.
Harrison put a cross in one of his
flelds as well, but the pilot was too
well briefed and the food was dropped
in the right place.
" Every winter the Harrisons and the
Carrs are cut off—sometimes only for
& few days. To supplement their
supplles of gas in cylinders quantities
of paraffln and candles have been
stocked up ‘at the two farms.

Across the moors from the
Harrlson farm is another farm belong-
ing to the Carr family. Down the
winding roadway at High Trenhouse
Farm, live Mr. and Mrs. Jack Carr,
cousins to Mr. Robert Carr, who were
stocking up with flour, potatoes and
oatmeal yesterday. Groceries were
taken into the kitchen and checked by
Mrs. Carr, who is not at all dismayed
at the idea of belng snowed up. The
Carrs are 50 reconciled to the Idea
that their private roadway will be
blocked, that they have bullt an
alternative track across the fields on
high land. $ .

The farmers of the Dales are ready
for whatever comes. Thelr larders
and thelr coal stores are full, they
have entertainment for themselves
and food for their cattle and sheep.
The next move us up to the weather.
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PRESENTED TO

who has helped to send some Comfort and Happiness
to the Brave Men who are-Fighting to uphold the
Freedom of our Glorious Em pire.

: : . General Bugld
y Aldwydllundonwc




