
The  Kilnsey Project;  

vernacular buildings and 

dendrochronology

Upper Wharfedale Heritage Group



New dendrochronology dates

for some Craven roof timbers 

What evidence is there of the”great rebuilding”
or  of the buildings that pre-date the rebuilding?
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Timber roofs in Craven



Great Barn

FolFold Farm



Re-used  cruck timber in Craven of unknown 

date







Cruck structures



Thoralby



In 1304 Bolton 

Priory purchased 8 

oxgangs for use as  

glebe land.   

Glebe land  gave the vicar of 

Long Preston church some 

land and income. By 1473   

three crofts with barns and 

tenements of the monastic 

tenants were probably present 

by the roadside. 

Map; Tony Stephens



Dendrochronology at Guys Villa Barn





C



Timber cores

or samples

Felling dates.....



Dating old oak timber by 

dendrochronology

Sap wood and barkAnnual rings



Climate  change; the River Thames  

at Southwark in 1677



Bolton Park, Wharfedale.

Westy Bank Wood and Lobwood remain only as field names.



Re-used cruck timbers 

from a cruck “great barn” 
at  Low Winskill. Dates; 

c 1570 ; c 1500



Vernacular buildings; datestones

1628

1648

1667



SOME HOUSES

Windy Arbour  



North Cote



Kilnsey Old Hall



tufa

Kilnsey Old Hall 

1672/3  Hearth Tax; Cuthbert Wade has 11 hearths
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