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Kilnsey;
What are vernacular buildings?
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Timber roof trusses in local
vernacular buildings




The Kilnsey VB Project
1. What evidence is there of the “great rebuilding” in Kilnsey?

Datestones 1635..1667..1697......
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The Kilnsey VB Project.
2. What evidence is there for the buildings before the 17t century rebuilding?

Look for building alterations, re-used timber, artefacts
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Survey methods
Extensive surveys e.g. photographic records, village profiles etc .
Intensive surveys e.g. measured drawings, elevations and plans.

HOMESTEADS OF THE YORKSHIRE DALES
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Fig. 8. Bombey Barn, Drebley, Wharfedale.
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Skills for recording the buildings

*Observation

*Ability to name the parts of windows, doorways, roofs, walling...
*Ability to name the spaces or room names from looking at the outside.
*Measuring skills (to produce drawings on paper)

*Drawing-up skills

GROUND PLAN (with some detail of
the chimney from the first floor)
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What recording
can reveal
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Grassington D

Bamn in Cove Closes probably included in 2
in a survey of ¢.1603 (see Moorhouse,
Yorkshire Buildings, 35, 2007, p.59).

plinth, etc., ¢.1603 or carlier
(see phase 1 in 'sequence’).

uncertain date, but walls
may contain fabric of ¢.1603.

old photos show masonry of ¢.1700-50; recently

rebuilt re-using gate-post as lintel,

late 18th-century walling and doorway.

ragged joint in wall.
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doorway
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Hypothetical sequence of
development
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Dateable features and their names; windows, doorways, kneelers...




Look for differences and changes
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Interiors. Roof trusses.
Tie beam, principal rafters,

Raking struts, collar, common rafters,
ridge piece, purlin. Peg holes.
Carpenters’ construction marks,

red marking-out lines

Typical roof truss in the barn.

Lower parts of the truss were drawn and =oasured - :
from the most westerly bay in the barn (now a bedrooa).
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ROOF TRUSS TYPES
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Plan types and rooms/spaces

PLANS OF VERNACLLAR HOUSES N clAvEN
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VILLAGE PROFILES — HposE PLAN TYPES:

PLAN TYPES
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plan types
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Rooms and

Figure 1

THE FOLLY

Principal (west) elevation and ground plan.

(not to scale)
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PLAN TYPES

T Look for the relationship of doorway and chimney
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Hearth Tax 1672, houses and fireplaces

SELECTED STARBOTTON BUiLDINGS

Liac Cotrace (Rerort 1662)

Lilac Cottage is the largest of three two-cell houses to be mentioned here. [t has a
central stack with a large arched fireplace (having individually cut voussoirs) to
heat the housebody. There was probably another fireplace on the other side of
the stack heating the parlour where a modern grat is now placed. The door
lintel is dated 1656, and there is no reason to doubt that this also fits the stack and
bousebody fireplace. It is interesting, then, that this house should have had such
a good stone fi n-}sl.nl- some time before Wayside Cottagie was built with its smoke-
hood. William Fulshaw, the buikler of Lilac Cottage, must have been modestly
prosperous, whereas Wayside Cottage may have been the home of a widow

The house can be identified in the Hearth Tax returns for 1672 as having two
hearths, so it seems likely that there has always been a fireplace in the parlour. It
is also probable that the doorway has also always been in its present position,
giving a direct entry into the housebody. Harrison and Hutton (Vernacular Houses
in North Yorkshine and Cleveland, 1984, page 228) state that ‘Houses with a direct
entry, usually into the main living room at the opposite end from the fireplace,
are far and away the commonest type found in Craven’, All three two-cell houses
surveyed in Starbotton have a direct entry in this sense.

A bread oven with square opening has been inserted into the Jefl-hand cormer of
the fireplace. Such ovens are often early cighteenth century, but there is no obvious
dating evidence

I'he stairs wind up from alongside the fireplace, dividing by the stack and
continuing up a further three steps left and right to first-floor reoms on either
side. The stair window is transomed with straight chamfers. The Tithe Award
map of 1847 appears to show an outshut at the back of the house that would have
obscured this window. The fact that this is an early window, possibly of . 1700 if
not original, confirms that the cutshut was a late extension. The outshut no longer
exists, except in part as a garden wall, but quoins at the comer of the house and
other detail tend to confirm that it was an addition,

Al some point, perhaps in the nineteenth century, the house was divided into
two dwellings with an additional entrance at the parlour end. There would
presumably have been a staircase in each half, but it is not clear where these were

located

Kilnsey - 15 houses, 42 hearths.
Conistone - 22 houses, 29 hearths

SELECTED STARBOTTON BUILDINGS

Litac CotTace (Report 1661)
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Dendrochronology-
dating old timber
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