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Kilnsey; 

 What are vernacular buildings?



Not vernacular

 buildings?



What do vernacular buildings tell us? 

The “great rebuilding” in Craven...



Timber  roof trusses in local

 vernacular buildings



The Kilnsey VB Project  

1. What evidence is there of the “great rebuilding”  in Kilnsey?

Datestones 1635..1667..1697......



Buildings



The Kilnsey VB Project.

 2. What evidence is there for the buildings before the 17th century rebuilding? 

Look for building alterations, re-used timber, artefacts



Timber-framed buildings pre 1600?



Survey methods 

Extensive surveys e.g. photographic records, village profiles etc .

Intensive  surveys e.g. measured drawings, elevations and plans.



Skills for recording the buildings

•Observation

•Ability to  name the parts of windows, doorways, roofs, walling...

•Ability to name the spaces or room names from looking at the outside.

•Measuring skills (to produce drawings on paper) 

•Drawing-up skills 



What recording                       

can reveal



Dateable features and their names; windows, doorways, kneelers...



Look for differences and changes























Interiors. Roof trusses.
Tie beam, principal rafters, 

Raking struts, collar, common rafters,

ridge piece, purlin. Peg holes.

Carpenters’ construction marks,
red marking-out lines



ROOF TRUSS TYPES 



Plan types and rooms/spaces



PLAN TYPES



Rooms and plan types



PLAN TYPES

Look for the relationship of doorway and chimney



Hearth Tax 1672 , houses and fireplaces
Kilnsey -       15 houses, 42 hearths.

Conistone - 22 houses, 29 hearths



Missing rooms



Design





Dendrochronology- 

dating old timber
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