ecording and interpreting
vernacular buildings
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What are vernacular buildings?

Farm buildings, cottages, Industrial, urban




Craven vernacular buildings..







Style origins of vernacular buildings; standing buildings from earlier times
and stone houses of the gentry and nobility




Medieval survivals -
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Cruck construction




Vernacular buildings and their study

Pioneers in the Dales - James Walton, A. Raistrick, Joan Ingilby

and Marie Hartley.

WG Hoskins, “The Making of the English Landscape” 1955.
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The Long House Q,,‘,,"‘.,.":,"' s

fany old proertics 10 other people ||
i o
’[\HE cottage of one or two h.:.':::g;amﬁ"g-n"ﬁ: om"':.

inadequate and it was extencyMy bl Wore Tneratly

further bays or by building ex!ﬂrn:m"ﬂ'r‘y'g“lufw
ends or wides, These additional €l be Jumped \u oy,
“outshots” or “outshuts," Norse = saUt —a paicur o
building shut off from the rest. The addition of extra bays
give e to a long house with the barn and cow shed or
mistal often under the same roof. Where access to the
barn could be gained by a doorway l:ad'mg direct from the
house it was known as a “'cote”” or “coit’ and, although
survivals of this type are now somewhat rare, the long
house with a dividing wall between the house and bam
& one of the typical arma in our Dales’ f d:

An excellent example of 4 sixteenth century stone “‘coit, *

complete with toft and croft of four or five acres, ma
still be seen at Summersgill on the roadside between B
and Appletreewick ll'iﬁ.ne) The arrangement of the rooms
within the house is ost identical with that in the old
Nomse house which had & women’s apartment or chamber,
& fire-house or house-place and a pantry or bottery, The
main door leads direct into the honso-place which originally
was the only room with a fire and consequently was the
common room, serving as kitchen, dining room and sitting
room. The fireplace is in the centre of the building and
is wreened from the draughts by a projecting “‘speer,”
From the house-place one door behind the speer, now
walled ap, led into the barn, thus allowing the farmer to
visit his cattle withont having to go outside in inclement
weather, whilst a second led to the bower or women's
spartment, The bower gradually lest ity original significance
and ultimately became the parlour. The bottery at
Summersgill is an outshot placed at the end of the bui ding
adjoining the bower. At some later period a stone staircase
was built here thus reducing the size of the buttery and
obscuring two of its windows which were walled up. Entry
to the upper rooms was originally gained by means of a
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Fig, 6. A tpical stone “Coit”, Suwmercgill, Barnssll
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“..The best source of study is still to be found in looking carefully at

buildings in the Dales — nothing can replace this careful field work” ...

A Raistrick 1976.

ICKED BARN
AT

ODREBLEY

Barn ot Drebles , betworn Boltan Abbey sod Hurmisll. showing part of sne

.:. A wind besces, collar and spars. Soee of the heather thatch still

remuin » corrugated iren roel. This & part of & fowr-buy insibding. (Mhote: )
Starkie. | orkabire Dubes Nathoma! Park Committee. |

. R s
11% /sy

Grousd floor plan P« punelling Georgice North gadle
WL 15t Canrury TSSESS (68710 1694

6. A yeoman's House st Conistone built st two pesiods



4. Ways of recording vernacular buildings

collect dateable features;

village profiling for plan types;

’

(photos; measured drawings;
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HOUSE PLAN TYPES & ROOM NAMES
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Inventory;

Documentary sources; Henry Wilkinson Dec.1746

Inventories and room names .

]

...bodystead and parlour,
buttery and kitchen, chambers above

....20 cattle, 96 sheep, peat fuel... | |

House built c1720
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Documentary sources; The eartl'm’Tax 1672/2

I[apham township: l .
A

6 ouseholds taxed . ’\ S
- ther 8 were exempt.on grounds of pov "

j75 dwellings
-

41 houses had one hearth
17 houses.had 2 hearths

:
5 houses had 3 hearths : : | ‘

3 houses had 4 hearths ~.«

o ("Esq’, “Mr” “Gent”)
1 house had 6 heaihs T Watson)

l.-' 107 hearths in 67 houses to be taxed: }

. :
pr




Y

)




[ smeres mpomge B e

.\u-'—- .
Rl




Inventory
Dec 1694/5

Henry Stirke ,
tanner,
of Silsden Moor

..parlour, house,
chamber,
porch chamber






Porch chamber
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BARNS; PLANS and NAMES
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Two door fieldbarn,
Kettlewell

Two door fieldbarn,
Stainforth
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Exteriors; window styles, door styles, mouldings
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17% century doorways 1635




1703

18thC doorways,
Tooling on

broached ashlar

and boaster tooling




19t century: 1804, 1836,c1860




Fireplaces; The firehood or inglenook
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The Folly; Talbot Arms;
Langcliffe; Swainstead .







Interlor Features 197
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Plaster decoration




Typical roof truss in the barn.

Lower parta of the truss wore drawn and moasured
from the moat westerly bay in the barn (mow a bedroon).
Details mot viaible there were drawn in froa other trusses,
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Upper kingpost on collar;
King pendant/block;

Morticed apex with collar and raking struts;






Roof trusses and beams

Kingpost with “A” struts c1500

Crown post ¢ 1480
Nappa Hall




Kingpost roof truss 17thC (firehood in background)




Ribblesdale trusses ¢ 1700



19thC imported timber
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Re-used timber - crucks




Decorative timber
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Apotropaic and assembly marks




WHAT TO NOTE AND RECORD
BUILDING DETAILS

Building name, NGR,; record date; recorders..

1. Building Type/Purpose:

2. Materials:

3. Exterior detail:

4. Interior detall:

5. Plan Form

DATING

6. Identify the oldest part of the building and date
7. Major extensions or alterations
SETTING

8. Orientation:

9. Relationships:

OTHER INFORMATION

10. Initials/Datestones;

11. Oral information from owner/occupier;
DOCUMENTS

12. Documentation; maps, inventories, efc.

s and docu
[ - block plan of site [J- elevations

- ground floor plan [J- sections

O [J- oral information
[ - first fioor plan [J- detail drawings [J- others
[] - analytical pla [CJ- photographs

Recording
vernacular
buildings

[J- copies of inventories, maps etc



BUILDING DETAILS

Building name, NGR; record date; recorders..
1. Building Type/Purpose:

2. Materials:

3. Exterior detail:

4. interior detail:

5, Plan Form

DATING

6. |oenmyunomstpanofunmmm
7. Major extensions or alterations

SETTING

8. Orientation:

[0 - ground floor plan - sections - oral information
O - first floor plan - detail drawings - others

[ - analytical pia - photographs

GLOSSARY and TERMS

You can leam building terms and drawing hints from browsing in books.




Take height measurements of the elevations
and long, running measurements to make the plan.
Make notes for the written analysis and interpretation.



RECORDING VERNACULAR BUILDINGS

Why record?

Vernacular buildings are a huge resource for economic, social and landscape history.

Many are endangered to some extent eg dereliction, alteration, lack of understanding.
How to record

The aim is to produce measured drawings._ Drawings can show details that photographs cannot.
Drawings include a) ground floor plan; b) one or more elevations; c) detail drawings eg roof truss;
d) site plan; e) short report of conclusions.

The recording process

First the fieldwork collects the data for the drawings and report.

Secondly the information is drawn and written up

Equipment required

Long tape (30m or more), short tape, paper, pencils, clip board, torch, wax crayons for rubbings.
Drawing pen (permanent ink), ruler (with scales marked), A4 drawing board.

1, FIELD RECORDING

Time is limited, unlike in archaeological record drawing.

First look around the outside and inside to assess the shape and features to record.

Then draw a sketch of the plan/ elevation/ special features onto which you can write the
measurements.

Start measuring. For the plan you will need to do all the outside and all the inside. Door and window
openings should meet! Don't forget wall thicknesses.

TIPS

The ground floor plan is like a section at
about waist height above ground.

Use long running measurements to limit errors.
Measure in centimetres.

For elevations , if the ground slopes then assume
the eaves are level and measure downwards.

ne == _
Measuring splayed op.ni. 3 W
2.oama e > 3% 3

Drawings must fit A4 paper. So choose a 1:100 or 1:50 scale.

(ie one centimetre on a ruler = 100 centimetres or 50 centimetres that you measured)
Use permanent ink to finish.

297 1]

3 THE REPORT
The conclusion and historical interpretation can be the hardest part. The drawings should help.
A team leader may be needed to co-ordinate all the drawings and write the report.



Equipment;
for surveying and drawing up
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“The best source of study is still to be found in looking carefully
at buildings in the Dales — nothing can replace this careful field work.

”




Old Manor House, Clapham
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