
Recording and interpreting 

vernacular buildings

The Yorkshire Dales







What are vernacular buildings?

Farm buildings, cottages, Industrial, urban 



Craven vernacular buildings..





Style origins of  vernacular buildings;  standing buildings from earlier times 

 and stone houses of the gentry and nobility



Medieval survivals -



Roof carpentry c.1460





16thC  monastic survivals – not venac



Cruck construction



Vernacular buildings and their study

 
 Pioneers in the Dales - James Walton, A. Raistrick, Joan Ingilby 

and  Marie Hartley.

WG Hoskins, “The Making of the English Landscape” 1955.

“...The best source of study is still to be found in looking carefully at 
buildings  in the Dales – nothing can replace this careful field work” ...
                   

A  Raistrick 1976.



4.  Ways of recording vernacular buildings

(photos; measured drawings; collect dateable features;  

village profiling for plan types; 



House plan types



hearth passage plan; 

the lobby entry plan;

Georgian double pile plan.

HOUSE PLAN TYPES & ROOM NAMES 



Documentary sources; 

Inventories and room names .

...bodystead and parlour, 

buttery and kitchen, chambers above

....20 cattle, 96 sheep, peat fuel...

Inventory;

Henry Wilkinson  Dec.1746

House built c1720



Documentary sources;   The Hearth Tax 1672/3

Clapham  township:

67households taxed .

Another 8 were exempt on grounds of poverty 

=75 dwellings

107 hearths  in 67 houses to be taxed:

41 houses had one hearth

17 houses had 2 hearths

5 houses had 3 hearths 

3 houses had 4 hearths

   (“Esq”, “Mr,” “Gent”)
1 house had 6 hearths (Mr T Watson)







Inventory

Dec 1694/5

Henry Stirke ,

tanner, 

of Silsden Moor

..parlour, house, 

chamber, 

porch chamber 



“house”



Porch chamber



The  Folly 1676

Inventory 1697 



BARNS;  PLANS and NAMES



Two door fieldbarn,

Kettlewell

Two door fieldbarn,

Stainforth







Steep thatched roofs rebuilt:
Kettlewell, Newby, Stainforth



Exteriors;  window styles, door styles, mouldings





17th century doorways 1635-1697



1778

1703

18thC doorways,
Tooling on

broached ashlar 

and boaster tooling



19th century: 1804, 1836,c1860



Fireplaces; The firehood or inglenook





The Folly; Talbot Arms; 

Langcliffe; Swainstead .



Long Preston 





Plaster decoration



Upper kingpost on collar;

King pendant/block;

Morticed apex with collar and raking struts;





Roof trusses and beams  

Kingpost with “A” struts c1500

Crown post c 1480

 Nappa Hall



Kingpost roof truss  17thC (firehood in background)



Ribblesdale trusses c 1700



19thC imported timber



Re-used timber - crucks



Decorative timber



Apotropaic and assembly marks



Recording 

vernacular 

buildings





How to record vernacular buildings...................... Measuring 

Take height  measurements of the elevations

and  long, running measurements to make the plan.

Make notes for the written analysis and interpretation. 





Equipment; 

for surveying and drawing up



Wenning Hipping





“The best source of study is still to be found in looking carefully
 at buildings in the Dales – nothing can replace this careful field work.”



Old  Manor House, Clapham
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