
IDLP

Recording  vernacular buildings

Gather the historical data by; 

measured surveys,

drawing-up, 

interpretation and analysis



Health and Safety!





Design a record form?

Billinger barn frontage



Billinger barn



Collecting your survey information

Design your own form......

You may consider archiving your records





1. FIELDWORK; (measuring for plans and elevations)



1. Fieldwork -  measuring for a plan. A team of three people works well.   



Tip: on the sketch plan write all the measurements at right angles to the wall



Interior measuring

 for the plan

 can be tricky.



Plan of Green Laithe



Measuring for an elevation





Plan and elevations of front and rear



“Rectified” view (above)

Perspective view (below)

Things can 

go wrong!

Formal architectural drawing 

uses the rectified view. 

Measurements can be 

shown exactly .



2. DRAWING UP

TOOLS



Give an idea of the character of the 

walling.

If the quoins change  from limestone 

to sandstone then  try and show it. 



Drawings are better than photos for showing 

what you can see.

This chimney hood over a fireplace

would have been held up on a bressumer 

beam.



Plain lines don’t always tell the full story



Vernacular buildings are often part of an older setting...



Plan and elevation

with approximate 

measurements are 

just as useful



Tithe laithe Stirton

Drawings speak 

better than a lot of words



Photos are useful as records



House or barn plans  can be recognised 

from the exterior  by observation

The central lobby entry plan



End lobby entry plan



End lobby entry plan 

(sketched)



3. Building interpretation and analysis



Analysis and interpretation 



Interpretation by reconstruction drawings



4. Dateable features of

stonework 



Doorheads, kneelers, copings, 

fireplaces, window surrounds, 

mouldings.....



Interior features ; roof truss types



Roof truss drawing



Medieval roof trusses in the Dales



c1500, Addingham

Kingpost truss with A-framing



Naming the parts



Fireplaces and ovens



Timber panelling



Plaster work and ironwork



Graffiti



Exploring High Laithe









Reconstructing re-used timber



Apotropaic  and other markings



Newhouses, Ribblesdale 1995

Buildings change....
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