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Recording Vernacular Buildings

'hy record?
Vernacular buildings are a huge resource for economic, social and landscape history. Many are endangered
to some extent e.g. dereliction, alteration, lack of understanding.

How to record

The aim is to produce measured drawings. Drawings can show details the photographs cannot. Drawings
include:

a. Ground floor plan
b. One or more elevations

c. Detail drawings e.g. roof truss
d. Site plan
e. Short report of conclusions

The recording process
First the fieldwork collects the data for the drawing and the report. Secondly the information is drawn and
written up.

Equipment required
Long measuring tape (30m or more), short measuring tape, paper, pencils, clipboard, torch, wax crayons for
rubbings, drawing pen (permanent ink), ruler (with scales marked), A4 drawing board.

I. Field recording
Time is limited, unlike in archaeological record drawing. First look
around the outside and inside to assess the shape and features to
record, then draw a sketch of the plan/elevation, recording special
features onto which you can write measurements.
When measuring you will need to do all of the outside and inside.
Door and window openings should meet. Do not forget wall
thickness.

TipsrThe ground floor plan is like a section at about waist height
above ground. Use long running measurements to eliminate
errors. Measure in centimetres. elevations, if the ground slopes

then assume the eaves are level and

, measure downwards ^
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Measuring splayed openings

2. Drawing up
Drawings must fit A4 paper, so choose a 1:100 or 1:50 scale (i.e. I cm on a ruler = lOOcm or 50cm that you
measured). Use permanent ink to finish.

3. The report
The conclusion and historical interpretation can be the hardest part.The drawings should help.
A team leader may need to coordinate all the drawings and write the report.
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