
Recording Vernacular Buildings
Why record?
Vernacular buildings are a huge resource for economic,social and landscape history. Many are endangered
to some extent e.g. dereliction, alteration, lack of understanding.

How to record

The aim is to produce measured drawings. Drawings can show details the photographs cannot. Drawings
include:

a. Ground floor plan
b. One or more elevations

c. Detail drawings e.g. roof truss
d. Site plan
e. Short report of conclusions

The recording process
First the fieldwork collects the data for the drawing and the report. Secondly the information is drawn and
written up.

Equipment required
Long measuring tape (30m or more), short measuring tape, paper, pencils, clipboard, torch, wax crayons for
rubbings, drawing pen (permanent ink), ruler (with scales marked), A4 drawing board.

I. Field recording
Time is limited, unlike in archaeological record drawing. First look
around the outside and inside to assess the shape and features to
record, then draw a sketch of the plan/elevation, recording special
features onto which you can write measurements.

When measuring you will need to do all of the outside and inside.
Door and window openings should meet. Do not forget wall
thickness.

Tlps:The ground floor plan is like a section at about waist height
above ground. Use long running measurements to eliminate
errors. Measure in centimetres. For elevations
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Measuring splayed openings

2. Drawing up
Drawings must fit A4 paper, so choose a 1:100 or 1:50 scale (i.e. I cm on a ruler = 100cm or 50cm that you
measured). Use permanent ink to finish.

3. The report
The conclusion and historical interpretation can be the hardest part.The drawings should help.
A team leader may need to coordinate all the drawings and write the report.
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What to note and record about vernacular buildings

Building details
Building name. NCR, record date, recorders:
1. Building type/ purpose
2. Materials

3. Exterior detail

4. Interior detail

5. Plan form

Dating

6. Identify the oldest part of the building and date
7. Major extensions or alterations

Setting
8. Orientation

9. Relationships

Plans, drawings and other documents to
attach:

□ Block of site plan
□ Elevations
□ Copies of inventories, maps etc
□ Ground floor plan
□ First floor plan
□ Analytical plan
□ Sections
□ Detailed drawings
□ Photographs
□ Oral information
□ Others

Other information
10. Initials/date stones

1 1. Oral information from owner/occupier

Documents

12. Documentation

13. Maps
14. Inventories

Glossary and terms
You can learn building terms and drawing hints from browsing in books.
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Looking at barns
Field barn
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The shippon (cow standings)
Cows were over-wintered in the double booses.

Hay Baulks (above)
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Roof truss types in Dales barns
Morticed apex

puyb»v5

wvu

: n /
{v\ -KA»ft

j^u>~4<'M po'lir\s
fo|^€^ u/aV-"-+vski>4
Vt^oAS " iOVh</^
V»A>a <*.

1^.
^hvfs

jJ076
ColW "ftgUss'

JotyN«»AV4(yN«^*4

yJU

5iV**>rv

^^saoj>
(m. tM,4 v?*c»

(USU«.llMWtfW«-^

King posts

-r- rfT-j r^rvrr^Jif.strz^TMr^m:

i„=.ca.

t*7'^re\^'c-

'y

unKi^nu!

po/llt'vS

n^t:^reig''^c

{[Ic-neso^

bol-t

}AD^ o^
n>oS+-
•t-«VSi«-J •

f£,-OS'-=l tru^
-fii^w b/afe-J"

11""^ ^
U>u^A^te-

ja» t-tlc^

cW iVouEP
)£., hJ^i iPoiT ̂

fcP Vir^iCii. SoF-rtvCoD.

l7o£>..

Queen strut

Cruck truss

joHwwyl

ki>ll

1  Mn'lC.'

1

Pr2-[66(3.

heritow 1
lottery fund yOKKSHine DALES

njtuENNfur ̂ «W5

LOTTERY FUNDED

Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust

Main Street. Clapham. North Yorkshire, LA2 8DP
0IS242 5I0O2

info@ydmt.org
Registered charity No. 1061687 Company Ltd No. 3236813 Storfes In Stone



Village profiles - house plan types

Hearth passage plan
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Lobby entry plan

i. End lobby entry
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ii. Central lobby entry
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End stack and direct entry plan

Double pile plan I Georgian house
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Most houses retain:

• Housebody/firehouse/houseplace (Hb)
•  Parlour (or private room) (P)
• Rear dairy or service room
•  Stairs

• Chambers above e.g. parlour chamber,
housebody chamber
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Looking at a roof truss
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