Crucks lecture YVBSG /YASmarch 09

INTRO

Sue Wrathmell has huge knowledge and experience as a professional buildings
person. My talk will be rather different - largely based on work | did with Arnold
Pacey 9 years or so ago.

‘SLIDE - Hetton reused cruck —fypre snep e ’1‘"’"""—4*”‘"- S

Most of the examples in my talk will be from my patch of the Dales - the Craven

area - whilst Sue works is further north and will probably have included more
>norfherly examples. R

The evidence from documents and fieldwork shows that cruck building in the Dales

area, particularly the souther part, was once common. Cruck remains seem to be

widespread from Ribbledale to Upper Wharfedale and in Calderdale and

Huddersfield to the south and into the Lancashire Pennines. Even in Swaledale

cruck-like timber with halvings is still found and padstones in long buildings such as gy

in Low Row. YVBSG records of crucks have helped fill some of the blank areas of

the Pennines on the national distribution map of crucks (Nat alcock work on the
cataloque of British crucks) We avT ?melﬁj re~coed  covde ke ety T eken

Evidence in docs.

Amongst the doc ewdence  far crucks in the Dales is the often quoted Manor of
Cracoe Survey of 1586. The area also included Silsden Moor. The village of cracoe
lies on the limestone between Grassinton and Skipton and is a medieval layout of
tofts and croft along a farmer vide areen. The Lord of Skipton Costle made: his 15846
survey of iands and houses in C.acee to be "both by measure and valuation.
(Earlier in 1559 a survey had been made of the gritstone upland area of Silsden
Moor| which was being let out to tenants to farm and is still a landscape of
sroﬂeredrlio!cried fprms SLIDEs- view; or stake hill thatched barn 16?1 and attached
ruin of firehood of house)

Houses and barns are mentioned in the Survey in some detail and includes
references to cruck construction.

Some cruck buildings were “newly builded" in 1559 on Silsden Moor.

Another building in Cracoe was of iij (3) pairs of crucks (suggests 2 bays,or more
likely 4 bays, assuming stone walls - which most seem to have, iatherthan-timber
weollsTT

Crucks on the limestone area in Cracoe were made ¢f “ash tymbre" and also of
oak which must have been brought info the area and so more expensive.
Interestingley barns of oak. Ash is still common as 17/18 ¢ interior beams in the Dales.
In 1556 - one house of three payre of crucks lately erected.



1586 records a "“firehouse of four payre of crucks of ashe timber, one barn of 5
payre of crucks of oake timber lately builded, one other house for hay of three
payre of crucks lately builded of oake timber, two other houses the one whereof is of
three paire of crucks and tother of two pair of ashe timber”

A lease %}572 at Kilnsey records building a house of * 3 pairs of crucks of white
wood" The Lease is very similar to those of F Abbey of 1450s .

At Bordley, a grange of Fountains Abbey, leases in the 1400s record that all large
tfimber was fo be provided by the abbey and small timber by tenent . Unfortunately
monastic accounts in the dales do not specifically mention crucks.

Crucks are mentioned in documents from Kirkby Malham in 1454/5 however. At Yeadon in mid
Wharfedale refs to crucks go as far back as 1380.

Cracoe (Sue's work) - Coxons farm survives -1669 datestone- Coxon 'Fomfly
mentioned in 1520s. 1586 4 pairs of crucks and a firehouse (five bays?) Today linear

much rebuilt but retains a door between house and barn. Fmvbt-, L,ofv\ﬂ'[rau-{_
ol | ~&

Disfib8tion- Fieldwork has shown crucks to be found in many old sites in the Dales. et are 2cefley
The YVBSG meeting in Hortin in R in 1995 found several reused crucks and so &%}"&Jp

130’65 on fhe,cruck distributuin map of crucks-wassoorinfillec-forthat-aree - i
‘2» (SLIDES 1995 weekend- (Bracken bottom lintel; Low Birkwith field barn: timber; drawn)

Before this, cruck ewdence |n the Dales was noted in work by Maurice Barley, Nat
Alcock and Colum Giles m*’jSOs and §Os

Standing crucks and cruck remains
SLIDE Drebley outside Tiis Bevm ok Prertin v a~y

STANDI NL{ There are few standing crucks in the Dole?\os fhere has been much rebuilding in
stone and roof heightening & enlargement.
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SLIDE - UPPER CRUCKS - There are upper crucks too (eg Drebley - Little Gate farm)
V f {{6@‘ also at Beamsley and Conisfone where they are most likely E 17thC. Slide also N
- N

shows cruck truss at Red Gables \4%. i/'lﬂ[-_i\-. J
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nofed by C Stellmany yedrs ago. (eeg
7 ‘ uctyYm
i - &1, = C oFyoked apexTs
also seen in Calderd@le-dnd might QQ-]VWZIM/ Haln ff»’v\}

SLIDE — lo'st ¢rucks of Craven compared to some standing examples - Lancs, Eastby
Drebley. Type A apex povinal 7 4 : /

Dates-

As far as dating goes there is little o go on. :

At Apethornfold , a cruck building in Tameside in South Pennines , is 1522 1542.

Thorpe barn Almonbury dendro date 1594.

SLIDE _ (timber)l used the Barbara Hutton method of manual dendrochronology e —ﬁ»{ \bf@'-"'

dating of cruck slices from barns at HOLE, Silsden Moor and SEow wﬁ"r11"€37c:1r.Skip.‘ron o \(}V‘

and got late 16thC dates. : r

A programme of dendro dating therefore would be helpful. The Silsden quartered

timber has such uneven growth that it shows one of the problems with Pennine '

fimber. (Pollard frauma??) Braeewell timber is bettery e vew C?u‘rselm« Jlece D3 st A—*“D
Hers - No barly

RECONSTRUCTING pLANs of former cruck buildings can be done in various ways;

Lengths vary from 2-3 bays to — 6 bays as shown by documents and:reconstruction | 2/
Looking carefully at re-used cruckseand-aspeciatiy-thetang purlins can help to :
decide on the length of the earlier structure. The-big-Lancashire barms-are-stift
steding are $ or 7 baysteng..

SLIDE (lvy House|Mostly we-find a fraditional three bay barh rebui j.wit_h parts that
include 2 pairs of blades and several purlins with windbrac halvings@g VY

HOUSEBarn Smaill Banks Addinghumé Drawing allowed interpretation of a vanished r_,..ﬁ?\
building: 4 cruck’Plodes so a 3 bay Harn with stone end walls would fit) , é purlins SR

< 5 . a _ i
remained from be'l?ﬁmlddié seclions and end sections info the stone wall (no wind e
brace). One gave cenfre bay size of -5.50 m. 8@y Cavens brys e &7 )

s — e —
SLIDE- PRIEST Ibank BARN Killdwick-(SLIDE)also could be reconstructed in this way
although here a platform adjoining indicates the new barn may have been built
alongside the old. Now 5 bay but contained reused blades and at least 9 purlins.

cruck purlin analysis showed 4.60 bay in centre area - still a bit ﬂ{than later roof
truss bays.

SLIDE- Small cottages, gmny cruck built and of two bays survived fo be
phOTOngDth!ﬂ the 19thC(eg Castle Bolton, llikley and thrfe valley) vbwere-

sasiy-rebut ~very-similar plan. tn
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SLIDE- Parcival

These examples all assume that cruck timber was re-used on site , not brought in,
and documents support this. Rebuilding accounts in the 18t C show that old timber
and sfone was recycled to save costs.

1)Day books of Thomas Parker, ¢ 1790 describe rebuilding of Craven barns. « |

2) A barn dated 1737 at APPLETREWICK is ful of reused cruck timber -

SLIDE - full of reused toimbs?r :

Heather Beaumont did sdr‘né"iﬁ'frer"s'fing-do'c're'sedréh._U was part of Bolton Priory
estate until the Dissolution.)in 1736 #wa s bought by Henry Simpson.An inventory of
1736 records a large barn 24 yds x 7 yds with very good timber but thatched with
ling. It was noted that if the barn was" taken down and rebuilt there are in it stones
and large fimber sufficient and will want only slates, laths and spars (rafters)” It was
rebuilt as 16 ytds long (a bay shorter) but still 7 yards wide. (They kept the

foﬁﬁdoﬁgnmﬁéqo'fder barn was probably of four bays since there are at least 5 T e
cruck blades re-used. So we know ﬁmbe;\re-used to save money.

3) SLIDE= Acquntis in upper Wharfedale include rebuilding Hillcastle s barn

Conistone-

Again the“Gccounts-ire for pullipgf down the oldHéld house? Two gauges of slates
weregpurchaced for 14 shillipts’and paymertis for cuttingstones, ferwalling! getting
apd bringfhg the corner stones (quajpsfand Slating jHe pogef 3 shilling. plt-accevrs
Glserinclude 30 shillingsfor getting ling-and thate pihg, AGgain no accduntstor timbkr P
so possibly it was jus{ retherfched perhaps with ofetToof timbers rese€-tihclear if these

were-cruck-ike for thatched rcof or full crucks.

Form and size

Having measured quite a few re-used cruck one could start to compare their sizes
and form and reconstruct the lost cruck structures. Many have type A apex but in
scale do not compare with nearby Lancashire barns. The very long cruck purlins

often over 7 m long are also reused and can give clues to bog widths as ( as at Levar¢/
Whinskill W) B
Jo=gt ove(?\Th order in Lancashire are some huge cruck barns for comparison{ many \

on med si’resf They include STONYHURST, (SLIDE) é bays and 8m high. ZEIECEAL

EFFT. (6 oS o Spe)

Near Huddersfield is THORPE HOUSE barn Almondbury, (SLIDE) another lcige cruck e x|
barn 7.3 m high is dendro dated 1594. (Tuekes s1de. urests)
SLIDE -Pendle example being moved to pendle Heritage Center.SLIDE (Note rearing

hole in foot) LQ%'S slofe — atde o _K lecen
(awl | (Gl daAsre_tod o5 (mﬁ"ﬁh"h'>

oAy jZ‘JJ'j 2 ;)A,_.ﬁa H, (ol
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Most medieval woods have gone and are just place names but most townships

had a wood until the Dissolufion. The 1605 survey of estates in Wensleydale and Upper
Wharfedale noted that there were no woods or trees except in Bishopdale and Raydale but there was
hedgerow ash, hazel and holly. NafPa el has maswe w0} Tten { Dale 14
It is quite possible that the larger oak crucks of the southern area of the Dales- Settle énd Bolt::\
Abbey, were partly to do with monastic timnber management that continued into the late 16thC

b before manay woodlands were cleared for fields. ’

/ CONCLUSION

Slide — STACK OF OLD CRUCKS?

The evidence for cruck buildings in the Dales is strong and more can be discovered

through careful measuring of the cruck timber remains and probably through

archaeology . No dendrochronology has been done in the Dales but this would be

the only way of dating a type of structure that seems to have been common until

about 1600. = CRSE FRY paay (el H : W
clisemvararinsmal ===

~ —The SKIPTON HISTORY PROJECT, fo which Sue Wrathmell is project leader, is

v
2

discovering a number of reused crucks in Skipton town centre. They are found in

early 18thC genfrified houses and warehouses - buildings going up at a fime when

Skipton was wealthy from wool and expanding rapidly. Proposals for a canal cut

along the river Aire to Skipton in the 1740s put down a shortage of building timber in

the town as one reason for the cut. Some of this cruck timber therefore is likely to be l

salvaged from around Skipton. It was not until 1773 that the Leeds Liverpool canal

reached Skipton and big “Baltic” timber could be brought in for building. At the

Cock and Rottle Inn, an old building on an old site, (with @ long passage down the

side) the substantial reused crucks and timber posts in the 17"C? roof, are more

likely to come from the site.

SLIDES- Brick Hall/Woolly Sheep 18thC town house , cellar beams
3 storey wool warehouse, sheep street, roof frusses. ( farns ()
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(+ Lowcsstete; Grimwith reservoir thatched house-Crucks2?) P




