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The Hartleys of Malham Moor, farmers 
There have been numerous Hartley families in this part of the world and they may be related if you 
go back far enough.  A good place to start with the Hartleys of Malham Moor is Thomas Hartley, 
born around 1769, possibly in Thornton-in-Lonsdale.  In 1793 he married Dorothy Gill from 
Gargrave.  They had at least 12 children and, from their baptism records, we know they lived at 
Trenhouse, spelt Tairnhouse, Trainhouse and Capon Hall, spelt Cappenhaw, Capenhaw and 
Cappernath.  Thomas was a gamekeeper and farmer.   ‘Tairnhouse’ could also have been Malham 
Tarn House as that had been built in 1780.   Thomas Hartley 
had Pew 8 (South) in Kirkby Malham church and his name is 
inscribed into it.  Thomas and Dorothy retired from Capon 
Hall to live in Long Preston but were brought back to Kirkby 
Malham for burial in an unmarked grave, hopefully with some 
of their infant children.  

It’s hard to track what happened to all their children but we do know that daughter Dorothy 
Hartley married Thomas Lawson of Clapham, another farmer. Thomas and Dorothy’s son William 
Hartley became a surgeon who practised in Burnsall, Burley-in-Wharfedale, Long Preston and 
Otley and ended his days in Grassington.  He was buried in Long Preston graveyard with six infant 
children that he had with his second wife Harriet Brown. Just one son, Thomas 
Robert Hartley, survived and he became a farmer in Otley.  

Sacred to the memory of the children of William Hartley of Otley, Surgeon and 
Harriet his wife. An infant daughter Novr. 30th 1834, William Hartley died May 5th 
1840 aged 28 weeks, Sarah Hartley died May 10th 1841 aged 9 weeks, Dorothea 
Hartley died Decr. 16th 1843 aged 6 years, John William died May 29th 1848 aged 35 
weeks, Emily Jane died May 18th 1851, aged 5 weeks. William Hartley father of the 
above children died at Grassington Novr. 20th 1862 aged 63 years.  

It was Thomas and Dorothy’s son Edward Hartley and his wife Betty Ratcliffe, from Bingley who 
took over farming duties at Capon Hall after a few years at Mearbeck farm, just outside Settle. In 
1850 Edward Hartley became the tenant farmer at Barrel Sykes, owned by the Dawson family of 
Langcliffe Hall and it was here that the last three of their seven children were born.  At the time of 
the 1851 census Edward and Betty had nephew Thomas Robert Hartley, surgeon William’s 
Hartley’s son, living with them, learning the trade for his own career.  They had servants at the 
time of each census which Edward would have needed as he was farming nearly 150 acres. 

Edward had all the usual poaching issues, this one in 1854, involving Ambrose Preston and John 
Gill[1]. The same edition refers to Edward chairing a meeting of the Wesleyan Mission, one of very 
many he chaired.   

In 1854 Edward supported a new cricket club 
which was being set up especially for working 
class men and apprentices.  There was 
already another club for the wealthy folk but 
it was too expensive for many.  Edward 
offered the use of his ‘North Field’ for 
practising and matches for free [2]. Other 
supporters raised funds for equipment.  In 
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1880, after the railway was built, cricket moved to Marsh 
Field.  In 1856 ‘Mr Edward Hartley’s servant man found a 
very large mushroom, about a foot in diameter.’ [2] These 
are the things that make the news!  

In 1863 Barrel Sykes was put up for sale and the advert 
gives an indication of its size and quality [3], with 
buildings in excellent condition and over 149 acres of 
land. This was before the railway was built through the 
estate so Barrel Sykes had plenty of land.  It was probably purchased by Mr William Hartley, of the 
unrelated solicitors’ family who will have received quite a bit of compensation money when the 
railway was built right through his land and also when he sold some of the land to Holy Ascension 
Church to become the ‘Old’ graveyard.  Despite the new owner, Edward continued to farm at 
Barrel Sykes.  

Edward was a manager of the Craven Savings 
Bank along with several other high status men 
of Settle. He regularly won prizes at the 
agricultural shows for his short-horned cattle, 
horses and white faced sheep. 

Wife Betty died in 1866, aged 50, when their 
youngest child, Susanna Elizabeth Hartley, was 
11.  Edward had his photo taken by the Horners 
a year later [ph1]. Their son John Hartley may 
have had his photo taken a few years before - 
see below. Four years after Betty died Edward 
married again.  His second wife was widow 
Ellen (Redmayne) Greenwood, 22 years his 
junior.   

Ellen, from Thornton-in-Lonsdale had been 
married to John Greenwood, the eldest son of 

Mr Ed Hartley, photograph by the Horner Studio.  
Horner Collection©NCBPT (CC-BY 4.0)



Settle Graveyard Project

a farmer from Horton-in-Ribblesdale and they had two children. John and Ellen worked as grocers 
and provision dealers in Upper Settle. John died in 1868, at the young age of 36, 
(the inscription is wrong) leaving Ellen a widow to look after children aged 12 and 
10. John was buried in the Ancient graveyard, in the quiet area between the 
church and the current surgery and Ellen was later remembered on his stone.  

In memory of John Greenwood of Settle who died January 30th 1868 aged 34 years. 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.  Also of Ellen widow of the above, died 
at Croylands, Spring Grove, Middlesex, June 5th 1900 Aged 71 years. Peace perfect 
peace, E8 

This gravestone is made of a particularly fine slate, positioned amidst other wealthy folk in the 
graveyard, so there was money here from a good business.   After John died Ellen continued their 
grocery business with the help of her children until she married Edward Hartley.  Edward and 
Ellen’s marriage may have caused some interesting discussions.  Second spouses often gave up 
their occupation and lived with their stepchildren but not in this case.  Edward left Barrel Sykes in 
the capable hands of his children and moved in with Ellen and her two children 
in Upper Settle. Edward continued to farm and Ellen continued to run her 
grocery business.  Edward died eight years after their wedding and was buried 
with his first wife in Langcliffe.  

Sacred to the memory of Elizabeth the beloved wife of Edward Hartley of Barrel 
Sykes who departed this life August 7th 1866 aged 49 years. Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints. Also of the above named Edward Hartley 
who died December 4th 1878 aged 71years.  

Ellen continued to run her business with enough money 
to employ a servant for another 20 years [LSA]. She did 
well. Ellen died in 1900, aged 71, at her son’s house in 
Middlesex. 

Ellen’s daughter Mary Elizabeth Greenwood married John Harper Scaife, a barrister who was 
appointed to take charge of the Land Revenue of the Crown in Ireland [4]. ‘In his hands State 
interests had ample protection…With the passing of John Harper Scaife is lost one of the stalwarts 
of the traditions which have made the public service a service worthy of its name’.   Ellen’s son, 
William Greenwood, became a barrister and worked in 
Middlesex, living with his wife, daughter and servants.  In 
her later years, Ellen moved to live with William in 
Middlesex and died there, aged 71.   

Meanwhile, Edward and Betty Hartley’s children had lived 
at Barrel Sykes.  After Edward died most of them moved to live in the Durham area.  Sons Thomas 
and Edward Hartley worked as clerks at the docks. They lived together with Thomas’ wife and 
family. Daughter Susannah Elizabeth Hartley married Christopher Heslop, a mining engineer and, 
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after a few years at Saltburn-by-the-Sea, also 
moved to the Durham area with their family. 
Son John Hartley, photographed in 1861 
when he was about 10, [ph2] married his first 
cousin 1x removed, Sarah Eliza Lawson.  He 
worked as a draper’s assistant living on Belle 
Hill in Giggleswick.  John and Sarah’s eldest 
child, Ethel Mary Hartley, died when she was 
five and is buried in Giggleswick graveyard. 
During the early 1900s John and Sarah also 
relocated to the Durham area.  

I.H.S. Darling Ethel June 8 1882, 5½ years. 
Safe from temptation, safe from sin’s 
pollution; she lives whom we call dead B8/41 

Edward and Betty Hartley’s daughter Mary Hartley married Ezekiel Grayson who replaced his 
father, another Ezekiel Grayson, as the manager of Bentham flax mills [2]. They were both regarded 
as good, honest, Christian men. In 1889 Ezekiel liquidated the 
company after decades of trading, with a view to setting up a 
new business ‘Bentham Hemp Spinning Co. Ltd.’ and selling it on. 
Unfortunately, he died a year later and Mary moved to Saltburn-
by-the-Sea near her sister.  The Graysons were an exceptionally 
well connected family.  Ezekiel’s nephew Joseph Constantine 
was a shipowner who died leaving an estate of £1.5 million.  As 
well as generous bequests for his own family he left Mary and 
each of her four children £500. 

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which 
has recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those 
buried. It has been written in good faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently 
included errors or breached any copyright I apologise and would welcome corrections.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project and can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on Ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 

Mr J Hartley, photograph by the Horner Studio.  
Horner Collection©NCBPT (CC-BY 4.0)
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is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Kendal 
Mercury, 2 — Lancaster Gazette, 3 — Leeds Intelligencer, 4 — Irish Times 

ph1,2 — Image 2022.1.68.27 and 2022.1.68.30 from the Horner Photographic Studio Collection 
provided courtesy of the Museum of North Craven Life 

LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac with the kind permission of the Museum of North Craven Life 

Burial documentation via ancestry.co.uk, copyright The National Archives. 
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