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JOHN H. LFEE,

Boot Warehouse.

60, HIGH STREET, SKIPTON.

LADIES’ AND GENTLEMEN'S

'Boots and Shoes

Made for Comfort and Wear, 1n

all the’ Latest;Styles['of Fattern.

All the Latest Shades of Leather,

and made in all the Newest Designs.
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Thr CHARMED LAND OF CRAVEN, 3

But the historic hey-day of Skipton dates back more
than a thousand years. Its modern name is only an altered
Anglo-Saxon Sceap, i.e., sheep, the sheep-tewn in all verity ;
the place to which in pre-Norman times the moormen from
the emerald limestone pasture uplands drove their sheep
both to fold and barter for raiment and the cther necessities
of life. But glancing back {o ruder days, what tragic enact-
ment has not this market-place witnessed. Executions,
rescues, the raiding swoop of the Scots, fierce skirmishes, or
gay cavalcades of knights and their fellowing, passing
through it to the castle entrance, bull-fights and haitings, and
other rough scenes of  merry-making, have often been
witnessed here.

Over the imposing entrance-gates of the Castle, which
frowns down on High Street, may be deciphered these words,
cut in the stone—'* Des-or-mais,”” meaning, ** Hence-
forward, enduring through all time "—forcible words in
which is centred all the glamour of medimval association,
and  all  the glory, dignity, and * nobility  which
ancient  Jineage only can  bestow. Out  of the
shadowy  past rose the mighty Castle, begun by
Robert-de-Romille, who had been  granted large
tracts of land arcund Skipten. Of the original structure
very little new remains, built to stem the recurring ‘‘ bore '
of Scottish invasions, and to held in part subjection the half
wild men of the dales. As one says, there is ‘“a story
in every stone,”’ and a deed of high endeavcur enshrined on
every battlement; and despite the fact that the almos®
kingly Skipton lords have passed in the land of silence and
shadow, their name and accomplishments will henceforward
endure through all time. Space forbids any save the briefest
description of the Castle. Little of the early Norman build-
ing remains; of subsequent erections, the seven towers, and
the curtain wall are the mest ancient. The walls range
from g to 12 feet in thickness, the present entrance, cpen-
ing into the main street, conceals or masks the original
doorway, and is the work of Lady Anne Pembroke.  The
north wall runs alone the brink of a huge rock from the
base of which to the battlements is fully 200 feet. Among
the interesting parts shown to the visitors is *‘ fair Rosa-
mond’s Chamber,’” ** Rose of the world ** as her name means
in Latin, of * Woadstock ' fame. Others are the co
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Cumber?:iifjses-t” o the memgry of Henrv, 1st Earl O the change during the whole preceding pericd between Crem-
v and hjg wife o enry, 1st M wellian days and those of George the Third. People are apt
‘-—-_..._______________' Wlargaret Percy. _ to speak of the ‘“Good old days,” but those who have lived
—— —_— beyond three-score years fully understand the alterations
for the better, for lower and middle class, which have, after
"rg? Cliffordss Tombs lengthy ““iinterested " political strife, come to pass.
i gy o ] During the 17th and next century the laws of Skipton
*“'@KJ;.‘);{‘Q ) |j_‘_’;‘.‘ua'ci? dealing with the poor vagrants who visited the town were
A Narke. drastic indeed, somewhat reminding one of the Transvaalian

methods as shown in the Labour Leaders depertation, but
here at Skipton vagrants were publicly whipped before being
driven beyend the confines of the Parish, and, in cases where
possible, sent back to their native places®. :
The Parish accounts have an item : June 28, 1730,—Ior
taking four strollers, and putting them out ¢f the town,
cost 6d. In the 17th century a ““ Bedle "’ for the whipping
of undesirables, was clected ; his yearly stipend for the per-
formance of these cccasional castigations being 26 shillings!
““ Whereas the towne and P'ishe of Skipton is grievously
pestered with rogues and vagabonds that swarme in those
parts, ytt is therefore crdered tlhnat_ a “ Bedle ' shall be
appointed for the whipping and punishing of such rogues to
the end that their owne pcore may be better relieved and
““ forreigne ' beggars (strangers) may be kept cut.”  This
was in the day of the ducking-stool, pillory, and parish-
stocks; and many are the records in these parish accounts
of payments made for the upkeep and repairing of these
old-time punitory instruments. Another series of small
accounts, covering several generations, 1s _fm‘ }I'IL splicing .
and repairing the bull-rope, and ** ye Bull Ring. In 1757,
a new bull rope oah p{]undﬁ" (\\'{:Ighﬂ' at 6d. a lb., for
*“ bull-baiting,”’ costs 13s. The oon_-sule-rz‘rb]c number (_)f
small sums paid for killing and burying ° mad-dogs ' is
somewhat amazing, to these who do not know that I_1yclr0-
a) phobia was once far more prevalent than now ; at ore time or

!ﬁ)’ another all the dogs belonging to Skipton might be sup-
posed to have gone mad. In those days, teo, females guilty
Bt t of a natural law of ‘‘frailty ”’ had to do ‘' penance at
t “’huichto- ,ha\:g[he Places . manﬂt?; church,” i.e., clothed in a white sheet, and bare-feoted,
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of ailments, counteract spells, and recover to the rightful
owner gocds which had been stolen. He became famous
for his wonderful ** arts and charms,” and his revealing of
various occult mysteries; people flocked from far and near
to consult him. In the Bramley Parish accounts, under
date December, 1783, the following appears :—*" Expenses
on bargaining with a conjuror from Skipton to cure Matthew
Hudson’s daughter—rs. !’ and the year after, another
account of 12¢. 6d. paid to the said same wise-man, for
again attending Hudson’s daughter. Clearly the shiliings-
worth had not proved suflicient. Crowther became so well-
known to the people of Craven that his name passed into a
simile “‘ saw "—'"* As cunning as a Crowther.””  Many
families now in the Craven upland bear the patronymic of
the ‘¢ wise '’ man. )

So much for the doings, cruel or merely ignorant in
the so-called ** good old times W'—to which, for the present
ocoasion we say good-bye.

In departing, for the cake of asscciated reccllections,
we choose the old route—the Dale’s highway by the Craven
Heifer, along which we have travelled into Wharfedale and
back again so often in the years that have flown. s

Leaving High Street we go by the church, turning to
the left and over the canal, then joining and pursuing a very
pleasant ** up and down » country road, l.rcnd!ng north,
through what may be defined as the F]zlai{.‘"tfiw{?c and
Embasy Gap, adown which, roughl_\'-spe:ikmg__;‘, runs .the
Ellerbeck from the Waterford Gill, recently brought into
re-netice from a pl‘{)-pf}silior‘l to establish a local hospital
thereabouts. o

Strange scenes have been cnu@ted on this. route in.th_(_?
centuries that have lapsed since ‘¢ Sheep-town 7’ became thé
‘“ capital ” of Craven. After the great fight at B:lpno.ck-
burn the victorious Scots repeatedly raided this district.
There is deep meaning in the words ol an_r}ld‘ historian, \}-‘ho
says they came “In tht_: mon'-th of Maie,”” the b‘eaut-lful
spring month. They left hclur_xd a scene of desolation, de-
vastated villages, and smouldenng farmsteads, frcm whence
the cattle and sheep had been driven forth, and peradven-
ture, the young people and women folk also, whilst the






