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The Dilleys, serving the railways for 85 years 
John Dilley and his wife Mary Ann Hills were from Cli0on, Bedfordshire and worked, with their 
seven children, as straw plaiters, for use in hat-making.  Most of the children stayed in the area to 
con>nue as straw plaiters or agricultural labourers.  Youngest daughter Rebecca Dilley married her 
uncle James Hills but died soon a0er their marriage, presumably with child birth related issues. 
Two sons chose a different path.  

When he was 20, youngest son John Dilley signed up to the Royal Navy where he spent 20 years as 
an engine stoker and engine cleaner for steam ships — a horrible, hot, dirty and dangerous job. His 
papers describe he was 5 foot 7¾ inches tall with 
brown hair and blue eyes. His conduct was ‘very 
good’ throughout.  He travelled the world.   His 
wife, Alice Emma Glover was born in India and 
three of their four children were born in Ireland.  
John re>red on a navy pension and, for five years, 
ran the Three Crowns Inn at Sha0enhoe End in 
Barley, HerSordshire [ph1].  Very nice! 

Son Henry Dilley, born in 1855, had a good 
reason to leave the area. At Biggleswade PeZy 
Sessions in 1871, 16 year old Henry Dilley of 
Cli0on was fined 2 shillings plus 8 shillings costs 
for being drunk and riotous at Shefford, a nearby 
village. In 1874, Henry married a local agricultural 
labourer’s daughter, Jane Cooper and they had three sons, Walter Henry Dilley, Roger Frederick 
Dilley and Ezra Ernest Dilley.  Fantas>c names!  

The railways were to give Henry a life long career.  His first appointment, as a porter, was at 
Luffenham Sta>on, near Rutland and then he worked as a signalman at Horton-in-Ribblesdale and 
at Leagrave Sta>on near Luton. In 1888 Henry was appointed to work at Hawes Junc>on Sta>on 
(now Garsdale Sta>on) and that’s where the family were to be found at the >me of the 1891 
census.   

In 1895 Henry became the relief signalman man in 
SeZle.  Henry and Jane lived at 5 Railway CoZages at 
Cammock Lane with neighbours Robert Moore, 
William Henry Freeman, Mark Bolt and James 
Silcock, all railway signalmen or inspectors.  Henry’s 
big break came on 15 January 1903 when he 
eventually became a Sta>on Master at Ribblehead 
with a salary of £70 rising to £75 in 1906.    

In February 1904 Henry would have had to deal with the consequences of a tragic accident when 
bandsman and innkeeper Hartley StoD, 47, ‘fell out of the compartment, through the sudden 
opening of the door’ as the train was passing through Bleamoor tunnel near Ribblehead Sta>on [2].  
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Three fellow band members woke up when they 
felt a draught in the carriage, to find Hartley 
missing. Hartley had been a soprano cornet player 
in the Black Dyke Band for about 20 years. The 
band was travelling from Accrington to Glasgow to 
perform in a concert.   

Hartley StoZ was an ‘interes>ng’ character, having 
deserted from the military in 1875 and been 
imprisoned for a month for deser>ng his wife and 
two children, due to the effects of alcohol.   Then  
he became an innkeeper at the Queen’s Head 
Hotel, Queensbury!!! [3, ph4].  

During the construc>on of the SeZle to Carlisle 
Railway church services were held in a purpose built 
wooden chapel to save the workers having to walk 
miles to the nearest church. Once the railway was 
built residents asked for local worship to con>nue so 
Henry Dilley made arrangements to hold church 
services in the wai>ng room at Ribblehead Sta>on every alternate Sunday.  The clergyman came 
up from Chapel-le-Dale ‘ac?ng as his own organist’. Was there an organ at the Sta>on? ‘The 
minister’s discourse is occasionally drowned by the thundering of passing trains’ and earned the 
headline ‘Sermons in Queer Places’ ![4].  

Henry’s wife Jane died six months a0er Henry’s move to Ribblehead in July 1903 — she was s>ll 
living at the Railway CoZages in SeZle when she died. Henry con>nued to work at Ribblehead un>l 
his death of ‘cardiac failure following pleurisy’ on November 13th 1913, aged 58.  He le0 an estate 
worth over £100,000 in today’s value.  Jane and Henry were both buried at St Leonard’s church at 
Chapel-le-Dale in adjacent graves, just inside the lych gate.  Perhaps they didn’t like being 
together? 

In loving memory of Jane, the beloved wife of Henry Dilley of 
Ribblehead who died July 3rd 1903, aged 51 years.  Deeply 
lamented by all.  

In loving memory of Henry Dilley of Ribblehead who died 5 
Nov 1913, aged 58 years. His end was peace. 

Henry and Jane’s sons all worked on the railways too. 
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Henry and Jane’s second son Roger Frederick Dilley began working as a railway clerk in Rowsley, 
Derbyshire. In 1906, aged 25, he married Eleanor Alton back in Garsdale. From there Roger 
Frederick worked as a booking clerk in Buxton, Derbyshire and eventually became the Sta>on 
Master at Spetchley Sta>on, three miles from Worcester on the Birmingham and Gloucester 
Railway.  Ini>ally, at great expense to the railway, coaches took passengers 13 at a >me into 
Worcester in a journey taking 40 minutes.  There were many complaints and passenger traffic 
stopped a0er just 15 years. By the >me Roger Frederick took over it was just used for goods and 
livestock.  

Roger’s wife Eleanor was the daughter of Reuben 
Alton a local gamekeeper-cum-coal merchant. 
Reuben had worked as gamekeeper for Lord 
Wharncliffe [5, ph2], who was a Tory poli>cian (for 
Yorkshire during the 1840s) and served as Under-Secretary of State for War 
and the Colonies in the 1830s.  The Wharncliffe family seat was at the very 

grand Wortley Hall near Barnsley [ph2] but 
Reuben would have managed the Lord’s 
lands in the Garsdale area where he 
probably spent >me hun>ng.  A0er Lord 
Wharncliffe died in 1855, Reuben became a 
coal merchant.  

As a Methodist preacher, Reuben was also treasurer to the Trust Fund established to build a new 
Primi>ve Methodist Chapel at Hawes Junc>on (Garsdale) to serve the increased popula>on of 
railway workers [CH]. Reuben laid the founda>on stone on 1 May 1876, the same date as the 
opening of the SeZle and Carlisle line to passengers. The chapel was painted in the maroon and 
cream of the Midland Railway and is thought 
to be the only place of worship to be built by 
railway contractors [ph2,3]. Regular services 
con>nued un>l 1999.  A0er Reuben died his 
widow Elizabeth (Boon) Alton ran the 
Temperance Hotel in Garsdale.  

Henry and Jane’s youngest son, Ezra Ernest Dilley eventually brings our 
story back to SeZle.  He started worked as a railway porter in Halton, 
Lancaster, as a clerk at Wennington Sta>on and then at Keighley.  In 
1905, aged 18, Ezra Ernest married Dora Jane Lambert at Giggleswick 
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Church.  Dora was from Askrigg in Wensleydale, the illegi>mate 
daughter of Sarah Jane Lambert who died soon a0er Dora’s 
birth. Dora was brought up by her grandparents and came to the 
SeZle area for a post as domes>c servant at Close House, 
Giggleswick.    

Ezra Ernest worked at SeZle Sta>on, ini>ally in the goods 
department and then as a clerk where he stayed for nearly 50 
years, re>ring in 1950, having worked with eight sta>onmasters 
including Benjamin Ash.  Upon re>rement he was presented 
with a gold watch.  Ezra would ‘be much missed for his cordial 
manner and readiness to assist passengers with informa?on’ [6].  
Ezra Ernest recalled how >mes had changed during his post, that 
1700 loaded caZle trucks le0 SeZle Sta>on each year in 1912 
and 1913, but only 100 by 1950.   The family lived on New Street 
(Sta>on Road) next to Anthony Horner’s photography business 
(now a hairdresser).  Later they moved to 9 Mains View off 
Church Street overlooking the railway.   Ezra and Dora had two 
daughters although liZle Mabel Dilley died in infancy.  

Dora Jane died, aged 74 and Ezra, aged 75.   They are buried with 
their infant daughter Mabel in Old E59 overlooking the railway 
embankment, of course, and the opposite side of the railway to 
their house in Mains View. 

In Loving Memory of Dora Jane wife of 
Ernest Ezra Dilley who died on 
January 8th 1958 aged 74 years.  Also 
Mabel their daughter who died in 
infancy.  Also the above Ernest Ezra Dilley who died July 28th 1961 
aged 75 years. Old E59 

Ezra and Dora’s other daughter, Jane Dilley, married William Anthony 
Hancock, ‘an officer in the mercan?le marine’ and they moved to Sowerby, 

Halifax.  

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the SeOle Graveyard Project which has 
recorded gravestone inscrip?ons, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. 
It has been wriOen in good faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently included errors or 
breached any copyright I apologise and would welcome correc?ons.  

Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/seOle graveyard project.  The ‘Old 
SeOle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is 
ongoing and welcomes queries and informa?on on seOleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and 
events are on the Facebook page ‘SeOle Graveyard Project’.  

The lives of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard project. 
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Newspaper cuZngs with the kind permission of the Bri?sh Newspaper Archives: 1 — Bedfordshire 
Mercury, 2 — Haslingden GazeOe, 3 — Huddersfield Daily Chronicle, 4 — Northern Weekly GazeOe, 
5 — Yorkshire Evening Post, 6 — Lancaster Guardian 

ph1 — photo credited to pubwiki.co.uk, ph2 — credited to Wikipedia, ph3 — credited to FoSCL 
Facebook Page, ph4 — closed pubs.co.uk 

CH - with the kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer 
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