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The Zwingers 
This is definitely not a local name and not a typical Se3le story!  Anthony John Zwinger was from 
Switzerland, born in the 1780s. He worked as a merchant on either side of the English Channel.  In 
1815 he married most respectably, his wife 
being Margaret Browne, daughter of James 
Browne of the Brighton Union Bank.   In a 
wonderful illustraJon of the Jmes, in February 
1812 James’ bank was the vicJm of an 
‘atrocious highway robbery’ in which hundreds 
of bank notes, including £50, £30, £10 and £5 
notes and 831 £1 notes, were stolen from a 
Blue Coach on the road from London to 
Brighton.  The individual numbers of the 
missing notes were reported in the papers. 
They put up a reward of 100 guineas for the 
apprehension and convicJon of the thieves [1, ph1] and 
the reward was sJll adverJsed over a year later, so it 
seems the perpetrators were never caught.    

In 1819 Anthony John Zwinger was given the Freedom 
of the City of London, having paid 46 shillings and 8 
pence for the privilege.  This was a wealthy man’s 
business but it opened doors for him.  

Anthony John and Margaret had an exceedingly 
prosperous life moving in incredibly wealthy circles and 
had several children born in London. They were involved 
at the heart of the City’s mercanJle life with fingers in numerous lucraJve, albeit risky pies, 
including the East India Company.   In 1831 Anthony John was declared bankrupt but this didn’t 
appear to cause any problems as there were several sons whose names he could trade under.     

Daughter Mary Ann Zwinger became the first wife of John Fisher Miller, a Sco[sh barrister who 
was appointed Chief Registrar overseeing the bankruptcy court in London. Unfortunately, Mary 
Ann died, aged just 24 at the birth of a son, Henry 
Brougham Miller.  John Fisher Miller had two more 
younger wives and a daughter, Adele Whitehead 
Miller, who died aged 11 and a son, Walter Miller, 
who may have been killed as an officer in WW1.  
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Like his father, son Henry Brougham Miller was also appointed as a barrister and senior registrar 
for bankruptcy but, rather embarrassingly, went bankrupt himself in 1872 just six years before John 
Fisher Miller died.  Oops. [2] 

Anthony John and Margaret’s sons all had fabulous careers in the city and across the channel. Son 
Charles Zwinger lived in Paris and married Eliza Broomhead, a merchant’s daughter, in the English 
Episcopal church in Paris. They reJred to Sussex with two spinster daughters and a very 
comfortable lifestyle, thank you very much.  Son James Zwinger landed on his feet even more 
firmly when he married Leonora Mieville, the daughter of Andre Amedee Mieville, also from 
Switzerland.  Andre had married Mary Ann Browne, the sister of Margaret Browne who had 
married John Anthony Zwinger.  As a result, James had 
married his first cousin.  Andre made a fortune from 
stocks and shares and was on the commi3ee of the 
East India Company despite being blind for nearly fiby 
years [ph2].  This may be why James and Leonora lived 
with her parents.  James remained with Andre aber 
both wife Leonora and mother-in-law Mary Ann died 
in the 1850s.  Andre died in 1865, aged 80, a 
mulJmillionaire, leaving a good chunk to James.  

James Zwinger had a lucraJve high profile post in his 
own right being the ‘Clerk in the Crown Office in 
Chancery’ serving the House of Lords.  His duJes 
included the legal formaliJes for opening and closing 
Parliament [3]. 
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Aber Andre died, James married again, this Jme to Mary Ma@lda Bates who was much younger 
than him.  They reJred to Brighton.  When he died in 1899, aged 77, James leb an incredible 
£38,527, worth over £5 million today’s value to a nephew, James Lionel Zwinger, who we will meet 
shortly.  

Anthony John and Margaret’s son Mor@mer Zwinger made his money as a broker for the Cunard 
steam-shipping business, at one Jme promoJng the Beaver line ships, with their disJncJve black 
funnel with the two white stripes [4] He lived 
in Liverpool, Le Havre in France and London.  

In 1857 he married Eliza Ridal, the daughter of 
Charles Ridal of Sheffield [5].  Charles Ridal started 
life as a linen draper, working in partnership with 
several others over the years. Funnily enough, 
aber MorJmer and Eliza’s wedding Charles begin 
to trade internaJonally and lived in Le Havre as 
well as Sheffield.  Unsurprisingly, his estate went 
to MorJmer when he died.   MorJmer and Eliza 
had two sons and two daughters.  Unfortunately, 
son MorJmer (Jnr) died in infancy.  Son Charles 
John Zwinger died at the age of 21 (in France) and 
it seems MorJmer never recovered from the 
shock.  MorJmer died in Le Havre two years later, 
aged 62.   ‘Mr Zwinger was noted for his geniality 
of disposiBon’.[6] 

Eliza and her daughters remained in Liverpool for 
many years.  Daughter Margaret Maud Zwinger 
ran a shop in Lancashire but died, aged 61, in a 
Lancashire lunaJc asylum.   On ValenJne’s day 1893 
daughter Gertrude Zwinger became the second wife of her 
first cousin, James Lionel Zwinger, the son of Anthony John 
Zwinger’s brother Andre Amedee Zwinger and his wife 
Susannah Allen.  This provided an opportunity for a most 
unusual wedding announcement ‘Zwinger-Zwinger’[7]. 
Anthony was a clerk in the Bank of England, as were 
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several sons and sons-in-law.    Andre Amedie and 
Susannah’s son, Thomas Zwinger, worked for the 
Accountant’s Bank Note Office and was oben used 
as an expert witness in forgery cases [8]. With the 
surname Zwinger he was the last person listed in the 
1919 Kelly’s Directory! [9] 

Andre and Susannah’s son Anthony Zwinger (Jnr) 
was a purser for the Peninsula & Oriental Steam 
NavigaJon Company (which later became P&O 
ferries we know today), working on their steam ship 
Hindostan.   While they were at Mazagon, on the 
South coast of Spain near Seville, Anthony 
was taken to court for a ‘Criminal Breach of 
Trust’ by the ship’s cashier for alleged abuse 
of pe3y cash [10].  The case was eventually 
dropped.   

Andre and Susannah’s son, James Lionel 
Zwinger was also a banker’s clerk with 
internaJonal dealings and was 43 when he 
married Gertrude, his two sons from his first 
marriage to Emma Kibbler having leb home for careers in accounJng.   James Lionel and Gertrude 
had another four children.   James Lionel was the Chair of the Hoylake Sailing Club.  Very nice! 

James Lionel must have been travelling abroad around the Jme of the 1911 census.  For some 
reason, which seems completely out of place, Gertrude, her mum Eliza and the four children were 
found in the Market Place in Se3le (currently the bank) ‘living on their own means’ with a couple 
of servants.  It’s possible they had been friends with the Crone family, originally sugar refiners in 
Liverpool, who lived at the Market Place property from 1893 unJl 1909. At some point in the next 
two years the Zwingers moved to live in one of the large houses of ‘The Terrace’ on Duke Street.  It 
was here that Eliza died, aged 81, her death noJce 
sJll referring to her father.   Her estate was worth 
the best part of half a million pounds at today’s 
value [11].  

Eliza was buried in Se3le graveyard in Old F56. The gravestone, now 
sadly broken, also commemorates the life of daughter Margaret 
Maud Zwinger, the daughter who died in the asylum, although she 
was not buried in the graveyard. 

In Loving Memory of Eliza Zwinger who died on the 6th of April 1913 
aged 81 years.  Also of Margaret Maud Zwinger elder daughter of the 
above named who died on the 20th of August 1922 aged 62 years. 

Aber James Lionel Zwinger died in London in 1930, aged 80, 
Gertrude moved to Canada to join several of her children. She died 
there in 1948, aged 78.  
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This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which 
has recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those 
buried. It has been written in good faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently 
included errors or breached any copyright I apologise and would welcome corrections.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project and can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Kentish 
Gazette, 2 — Clerkenwell News, 3 — Ulverston Mirror, 4 — Journal of Commerce, 5 — Evening 
Mail, 6 — Liverpool Daily Post, 7 — Liverpool Weekly Courier, 8 — Yorkshire Post, 9 —  London 
Daily News, 10 — Indian Statesman, 11 — Sheffield Daily Telegraph 

ph1 — britishmuseum.org, ph2 — credited to family descendants via Ancestry.co.uk, username 
genbancroft78 
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