Village’s special sports field i
declared open

AUSTWICK’S

new Reading Room Sports Field was officially

opened on Saturday by Mrs Coulthurst of Gargrave.

Mrs Coulthurst said
he partial eclipse of
3ritish athletes in inter-
1ational events was due
©0 the lack of training
‘aeilities, and it was

sncouraging that a small |

rommunity like Austwick
rould provide its own.
Fames were ' healthy:

stimulating to mind and

yody, and they trained
>eople to understand
iiscipline and self con-
€0l

The site, she said, was im-
wessive and charming, and
vas safely situated away

rom the road but with easy
weeess. Luckily,
Jready flat and well drained
md could be developed to
ywovide field events of all
dinds,

Turning to the young ones
n the audience, Mrs Coul-
hurst told them that thanks
o the field one of them could
e the proud winner of an
Jlympic gold medal sometime
n the future!

She cut the tape across the
unning track which was the
signal for Brian Coultherd,
feanne  Sinclaire, Suzanne
Wallbank, Rachael Harrison,
Simon and Jayne Spensiey

the site was |

|

i

{

|

and Clare and Nicola Hird to
run down the field and return

to hold up cards which
spelleq  out  “Thank you”
Louise Hird presented Mrs

Coulthurst with a bowl of
flowers,

Jubilee

The acquisition of the field
came about following the
Jubilee celebrations in the
village when a small amount
of money was left over, To
provide some permaneni re-
minder of the Jubilee and be-

! cause of the interest shown in

the sports which had been
organised in conjunclion with
the celebrations it was felb
some playing area could be
purchased.

The Austwick *© Reading
Room Trustees had sold their
premises in the village and
were willing to offer their
their money towards the cost
of buying a field. A new com-~
mittee was formed: the Aust-
wick Jubilee Recreation Read-
ing Room committee to ad-
minister this venbture.

This new committee ap-
proached Yates and Jackson
of Lancaster to see if they
would be willing to sell a
field which they owned on
the oulskirts of the village.
This they agreed to do for
3250 which, - luckily, the
committee had to hand,
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Because there wasn't much
money leff, the Coulthurst
Trust was; approached, The
result was Saturday’s opening
ceremony and the presenta-
tion by Mrs Coulthurst to the
committee of a cheque for
£3,000.

Following - the ceremony
there was an alternoon of
races organised by members
of the committee, Myrs Coul-
fhurst stayed to watch the
events and to present the
‘special prizes’ to the runners
in the married ladies' race
which turned out to be lolli~
pops. The _s.:s,a? were: 1
Mrs w_‘m:zﬁm:?mse.f 2 Mrs

Ann Carr, ' 3 Mrs Jennifer
Ogden. Not to bhe outdone,
My B Braithwaite-Exley

came first 'in  the married
men's race. Second was Mr J

Swale and third was My P.
Child, !
Another yace which was

well received wag the special
race for under five year olds’
boys’ and girls” holding hands
race, winners were: 1 Anna
Coultherd and Derex Nowell,
2 Fiona Hird and Simon

-

Mrs Ooﬁ_pw—:.me vanmoegm the opening ceremony at >=m$<_aw v..:x.ev =mE on mﬁ:&w«. i-; her ar

chairman, Mr

Glover; 1 Anna  Coultherd, 2
Marie Turpin, 3 Sally Coul-

Coultherd, 2 Marie Turpin | therd.
and John Allen. 5 and 6: 1 Peter Halliday,
2 Alison Booth, 3 Janet

Flaf races Ogden.
X 7 and 8: 1 Paul Newhouse,
Other results were: 2 Michael Hird, 3 Simon
Under 5: 1 Derek Nowell, 2 Spensley: 1 Rachael Harvison,
Simon Coultherd, 3 Andrew |2 Sarah Cross, 2 Joanne

Airey.
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