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John Cook,  and his son John, a 13 year old choirboy 
John Cook was the only child of Irish tailor James Cook and his second wife Ann Winnera who 
died at John’s birth. James already had eight children with his first wife Dorothy and then 
married a third wife Eleanor.  

John became a joiner and worked from Constitution Hill and then Duke Street with his wife 
Elizabeth Grime from Clapham.  Elizabeth’s brother was William Grime. Elizabeth was ten years 
older than John, so lied about her age on the wedding certificate (and for the rest of her life),  
to suggest she was only five years older.  Did John know?  In Victorian days it was acceptable for 
a man to have a younger wife, but not the other 
way round. 

During the 1870s John’s carpentry skills enabled 
employment on the railway.  Whilst working one 
day, he noticed Robert Kellam taking a piece of 
mahogany from the railway stores and making a 
puzzle money box with it.   John’s foreman in 
1877 was none other than Worrell Kellam, 
Robert’s brother.  For some reason Worrell had 
dismissed John and a little later John decided 
to tell the railway management about Robert 
taking the mahogany.  

The jury took the opinion that John was bitter 
about losing his job and that there was no proof 
of theft. They found Robert ‘not guilty, without 
a doubt’.  However the chairman said that 
Robert had ‘escaped justice by the skin of his 
teeth’.  

John and Elizabeth lived in Giggleswick at Ivy Fold and in Duke Street Settle and had five 
children. The fourth, John, died aged two so they also named their next child John. This John, 
born in 1873, was a choirboy at the church. Tragically, aged just 13, John drowned in the Ribble 
at Birkbeck Weir near Anley [2]. Both sons called 
John, and mum Elizabeth are buried together in 
Settle in the unmarked grave Old AX44 with a 
couple of elderly paupers from the workhouse. 
Elizabeth died in 1897, aged 71. Birkbeck Weir 
was a dangerous place - it was also where the 
solicitor John Cowburn died - see William Grime 
and Cowburns (Old Graveyard) 

In 1889 John Richards, a solicitor’s clerk  took 
John Cook to court for using threatening 
language and was ordered to pay £20 as a surety 
that he would keep the peace [3]. 

After Elizabeth died, dad John lived with son 
William, a joiner, on Belle Hill in Giggleswick 
but found work in the quarries at Horton-in-Ribblesdale.   
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In 1902, John, aged 68, had his watch stolen 
by William Irving of Settle who was helping 
John to move some furniture. William found 
the temptation to steal too strong. It became 
apparent that William was a serial offender 
having been in prison on 53 occasions! [2]  

Unfortunately John also had a tragic death, 
being accidentally killed at Foredale Quarry 
(behind Helwith Bridge) aged 70 [LSA].  Perhaps 
he was buried up there too. 

John’s eldest half-brother was Henry Gratton 
Cook who married Margaret Anne Metcalfe, 
daughter of James Metcalfe, schoolmaster. 
Henry and Margaret emigrated to the States.  

John’s half-sister Jane Cook married Henry Sanderson, the brother of Annie Sanderson who 
caused quite a bit of scandal when she married James Twisleton.  In 1841, John’s half-brother 
Thomas served a carpentry apprenticeship with George Wilkinson Newsholme before leaving 
the area.  

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which 
has recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those 
buried. It has been written in good faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently 
included errors or breached any copyright I apologise and would welcome corrections.  

Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster 
Guardian, 2 — Leeds Mercury, 3 — Craven Herald 

LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings 
Preservation Trust 

settleresearch@gmail.com

mailto:setteresearch@gmail.com

