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Lead Kindly Light.

The First meeting of the Long Preston Water and Street Lighting Committee was
held in the Boars Head Inn in the May of 1869 to discuss street lighting for

the village under the Lighting and Watching Act of 1833.

At that meeting it was resolved a committee of five gentlemen should be appointec
to decide the lamps for lighting the village with gas and where to be placed.
Following that meeting £84.3.0 was collected in subscriptions from subscribers
to help defray the cost of buyimg and fitting these gas lamps, andon Junel2 th
1869 20 lamps were to be fitted at this time, one to be fitted at the Church
gate and one on Kirkacre, Rev.Coulson giving £ 3 and Rev. Watson £1.10.0.

Things moved fast from the first meeting Mr.Holgate was required to communicate
with a firm of ironfounders in Lancaster about supplying pillars for the gas lamj
s , v illage gas at that time was being supplied from the gas plant below Long
Preston Station.I have no record as to when the street lighting was turned on or
if there was a ceromony to do so.

In August of 1885 four more gas lamps were purchased and fitted in the darker
areas of the village.and in October of 1887 Thomas Throup was payed £3.10. 5 for
painting gas lamp posts and reglazing lamps.

In 1921 a Job Kayley was the village lamplighter and was payed £1 per week for
lighting and keeping the village street lights in good order.

In june of 1926 after years of argument between the LP Parish Council and the
lighting trustees the trustees came up with a proposal that the L.P Parish Counc:
accepted,the proposal being that the trustees ask the Parish Council to adopt
the Lighting Act of 1833, the trustees would then give them £30 towards putting

the present street lights in order,and to give them a donation of £30 annually
for the next three years towards the relief ofany rate which may be levied for
the purpose of the Lighting and Watching act.

By April of 1929 the Water Trustees had increased their donation to £40,and they
continued to give annually until 1953.

By September of 1926 the Parish Council had decided to get the street lighting
back into good working order as soon as possible,and a quatation from the
Hellifield Gas(Co(who by now had taken over the Long Preston Gas Co)stating they
would fix new lamps to the present standards and brackets at £2.10.0 each and
would supply gas with the usual discounts.

These prices were accepted and a village lamplighter was hired and to be payed

12 shillings per week 8 shillings less than he was payed in 1921.
In June of 1934 the Water Trustees recieved a letter from the L.P. Parish counci:

asking the trustees to consider estimates for street lighting from the newly
formed Settle Electricity Co Ltd.and after some consideration of estimates the
trustees agread unanimously to advancethe L.P.P.Council a sum of £107 for 23 new
lamps,and also grant a subscription of £20 annually.the L.P.P.Council accepted
the Water Trustees offer of the £107 and by 1935 the electric street lighting

was in,fitted, and working.
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Most Of our street lighting is still in the same positions and areas it was
installed in in 1869 only with hi.tec bits being added to light up our village
without the help of the old village lamplighter.
In 1973 the old original 1869 street lamps were offered for sale by the
trustees.the lamps to go to the highest bidder,they were bought by
Mr.D.Bamford the then owner of the Boars Head Hotel,he bought all 23 lamps
in varous states of repair for the sum of £160.
Mr. Howson the Hellifield antique dealer was the next highest bidder offering
100&.
When Mr.Bamford collected the lamps from the main street store one was found
to have a red and white glass in it lettered Boars Head,this lamp he had
refurbished and fitted to the front of the hotel and it remained there for
many years, the rest of the lamps he sold to dealers in the London area.
Where are they now,and do the owners know there History ?
Today I know of only one little piece left in the village of our old 1869
street lights and that is the shaped metal bracket behind the Village Hall,
and you like me hopes that it will stay with us as a reminder of the old days,
and of the far seeing five gentlemen of our village Who met at the

Boars Head Inn on a May evening 1869.




