Settle Graveyard Project

John Preston, innkeeper, Joiner’s Armg, for over 30 yearg

John Preston began his life in 1813 in Airton, the
second son of Samuel Preston and Ellen Overing.
Ellen was the aunt of Settle draper John Overing.
Samuel, a farmer and Ellen brought the family from
Airton to Langcliffe in 1819. John’s brothers William
and Thomas became butchers in Langcliffe, and
brother James and sister Rebecca married siblings
from the Marchbank family and stayed in farming
locally. They made a good living as their family
gravestones at Langcliffe demonstrate.

When he was 19, John married 25 year old Margaret Allen from Hawes who already had a
daughter, Ann, and would have another four daughters. It was a Christmas wedding on 24
December 1832. John began working life as a tallow chandler (candle maker) in Lancaster.

In 1847 John was attracted back to Yorkshire with the tenancy of the
Joiner’s Arms. The Joiner’s Arms had been run since 1834 by William
King and then by his daughter Margaret (King) Gifford. After her
husband John Gifford died, aged 38, Margaret took over the New Inn on
the junction of New Road (Station Road) and Duke Street, leaving the
tenancy of the Joiner’s Arms available for John Preston.

The Joiner’s Arms, a coaching inn, was established in 1779 by William
Wilman. During John’s tenure, the Joiner’s Arms provided daily coaches to
Long Preston. It was centrally located so, as well as being a sociable refreshment stop for local
men, was regularly used for formal and social gatherings, court cases and coroner’s inquests [7,
sC]. Settle seemed just as busy as it is today!

Inquest.— SubpEN DEATtH,~An inquest was
held at the Joinets Arms Inn, Settle, en Friday
week, before Thomas Brown, Esq., coroner, on
the body of Jamea Garland, an Irishman, lately
residing at Settle. The decased was a labourer,
aged 40 years. He bad a cancerous dizease at
theroot of the tongue, which very much affected
his speech, and frequently he had great difficulty
in breathing. He felt much of thisdifficulity on
Wednesday night week, when he got out of bed,
and went out of the house to get air. Im-
mediately afterwards his wife hearda noisein the
house aa if something had fallen. She went
down stairs and found her husbaod had fullen
with his head on the fire. Shealarmed the
neighbours, some of whom came dirccily, and
found deceased quite dead. The jury returned a
verdict to the effect that the cause of death was
suffocation from cancerous disease at the root of
the tongue, combinedwith deceased's accidentally
fallingupan the fire.

Exmsition or Paintings.—During the month we have
had an exhibition of Paintings, by modern, or afler the Oid
Masters, in the Large Room at the Joiners Arms, with a
view o 2 sale by auctiou which was to have za}wn place on
Tuesday the JGth, at 2 pm. and again at 6 o’clock in the
' Evening, but alas, it was “no go” the pe'ople) o_f 'tlus neizh-
bouthood are not yet imbued with the Oil Painting mania,
especially from the Old Masters, and we found the Gentleman
was busy packing up his Old Masters wl;wu the first auchos
| sale ought 1o have been at tts height. There were some go0
Paintings amaongst the lot, but of Luyers not a :smglc one, §0
the *‘gentlewmnan in embarrassed circumstances™ will have to

get out of his difficulties elsewhere,

- \__"_u,“_'h@gm avanine

Trespass 18 SEarcH or Conixs.—On Tuesday
last, before the Justices, at the Court House
Sattle, Ambrose Preston was with tres-
passing in search of conies, on land within the
township of Settle, and int of Mr.
John Preston. Mr. Preston deposed to having
seen the defendant with other persons unknown
to him, commit the trespass complained of, but
the defendant by various witnesses proved an
alibi and the magistrates consequently
the information. Mr. Preston junior, swore very
positively to the defendant being one of the tres

bat if the defendants, witnesses are to be
g:lieved. he must have been mistaken.

Rioise witHovr Reims. — For this offence
William Edmondson, of Upper Settle, was fined
by the magistrates, on Tuesday last, 2s. 6d. and
cosie.

Opprerrows BaLr.--A tea party and ball of
the members of the Independent Order of
Oddfellows, took place at the house of Mr. John
Preston, the Joiner’s Arms Inn, on Friday, the
1st instant, when upwards of 80 sat down to an
excellent repast, provided by the worthy hostess,
after which the dancing commeneced, which was
kept up nntil & late hour in the moening. Great
praise is due to the secretary, Mr. James Twisle-
ton, for the spirited manner in which he got up
thownﬁr. llldt;l‘ﬂ“ his able f:ienkndmu the
whole passed of in a very satisfactory maunner.
A song given by bim (Villikins and his
Dinah) was londly applanded and several other
given by the company between the dances

comsiderably to the conviviality of the
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The coroner’s inquest into the death of John
Steele, brother-in-law of Francis Ellis also took
place here in 1854.

sgROVE TUESDAY.—This is the day most honoured in the
vear by the apprentices who take care to remind their masters
ihat Pancake Tuesday afternoon is their holiday. In former
days football was the general occupation, there are some who
recolleet the ball being tossed vp ar Settle Bridge, and a stiff

ame followed on the road betwixt the players of Giggleswick
and Settle. ‘This year however another scene took place. The
gentry and trades-people having neglected to celebrate the mar-
riage of the Prineess Royal, the handsof Mr. Precter’s Mill with
some others originated a plan to provide a Public Tea and
fixed on Puncake Tuesday for the celebration of the Royal
Marriage in thcir 0wn way and shewed that they conld get up
and manage 2 *‘stir’” and exhibit their loyalty in a right joy-
ous and sober way. Abont three o’clock the fife and drum
bend preceded by the getters up of the Tea drinking, somewhat
ridiculously followed by some queer figures on horseback pro-
ceeded round the Town, halting occasionally to refresh at the

DANCING AND CALISTHENICS.
E. WINDER,

Begs to inform the Ladies and Gentlemen of Scttle, that his
ACADEMY sill be re-opened at the JoiNens” Arus, oo
Mondey, the 23rd of December.

Braysuaw's OrnaMEntAL QUILT.—This fine
specimen of needle work, after having been at
tbe Great Exhibition, is being again shown at
the Joiner's Arms. Those of our Settle friends
who have not zeen it, should not miss this op-
portunity.

The locomotivé of the temperance society had been brewing
Tea for sometime in the large room at the Joiners’ Arms,
kindly lent by Mr, Preston, for the necasion; and at four v’elock
the room was filled with a very respectable company. Ahout
300 partock of the Chinese leaf admirably decocted, The
charge of 2d. each Lo Mr. Procter's hands and 4d. to others
had drawn together ane of the largest Tea drinkings ever held
io Settle. After Tea dancing commenced which was-kept vp

till about eleven o’clack, and the parties separated highly de-

different Inns. We wondered what the fignres were intended  lighted with the social gathering. It is due to Mr. Thomas

In 1858 John hosted a mass tea drinking event to celebrate the marriage of the Princes Royal,
the eldest daughter of Queen Victoria to Crown Prince Friedrich Wilhelm of Prussia. It was
organised by the town’s apprentices on Shrove Tuesday ‘to remind their masters that Pancake
Tuesday afternoon is their holiday’. [5C]

For some reason, John changed the name of the Inn from the Joiner’s Arms to the Commercial
Inn. It was listed as the Commercial Inn in the 1867 Trade Directory. However, these things take
time. While the Settle and Carlisle railway was being built the town was home to hundreds of
navvies, 20 of whom died due to the dangers of their work. If this was due to accident, there
was a coroner’s inquest and several took place at the Joiner’s Arms including that of young John
Jones. Incredibly, in the same edition of the paper, on 3rd August 1872, there were two reports
of the inquest, one reporting the inquest at the Commercial Hotel, the other at the Joiner’s
Arms [1]. The journalist writing about the Joiner’s Arms gave a rather more graphic report!

Ixquest. - An_inquest was held on Monday last, at

the Commercial Hotel, before Mr. J, P. Brown, Deputy
Coroner, respecting the death of John Jones, a young
man, aged 17 years, who at the time of the accident
was eniployed ‘as a stoker, at Batty Wife, near Ingle-
ton. on the new Settle and Carlisle Railway. The de-
ceased met with his accident on Saturday last. Whilst
in the act of doing something in connection with his
engine he fell off, coming in contact with the abutment
on the side, cansing injuries to his arm and thigh. He
was conveyed the same night to the hospital at Settle,
but died shortly afterwards. The jury returned a ver-

dict thai the deceased was accidentally killed by talling

from a railway engine.

Faran AcciperT AT THE RArLwar Works.—On
Saturday morning last, a8 one of the engines was going
towards the tunnel from Batty Green and when near to
Jericho, John Jones, the fireman, was in the act of
turning one of the taps connected with the engine when
his foot slipped and he fell from the engme, twn waggons
passiog over his legs and part of his body. Tle was at
once removed to the hospital, at Settle, where he died
in a few hours, An inquest was held at the Joiners’
Arms Inn, before T. P. Brown, Esq., deputy-coroner,
when & verdict of ** Accidental death” was ‘returncd.
The deceased, who was in his 17th year, was highly
respected by all who knew him,

At some point during the early 1870s, John, in his 60s, retired. A transfer of the license in 1876
from George Sharp to Isaac Jackson still referred to the Joiner’s Arms [1]. After a few more years
the Commercial Inn became a Temperance Hotel [ph5].

- -

TRANSFER OF LICENSE.
The license of the Joiner’s Arms publios-housz was
wransferred flom George Sharp to Isaac Jackson.

John died in 1881, aged 69 and Margaret followed a year later. They are buried in Giggleswick

graveyard with their youngest daughter.
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Duke Street Old, photograph
by the Horner Studio.
Horner Collection©NCBPT
(CC-BY 4.0)
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years.

So, what happened to their five daughters?

Eldest daughter Ellen Preston struck lucky in 1853
when she married Matthew Whittam, a tanner
from a long line of Settle tanners. The Whittams
rented eight acres of land from the Dawson family =
at the Green in Upper Settle [ph1], obtaining animal
skins from the slaughterhouses in the Shambles in
Settle. They employed six men so were the largest
tanning business in the area. Tanning was a messy
like
Matthew’s, were often located on the edge of

job producing acrid fumes so tanneries,

towns and villages.

In the late 18th century, Settle market was a
centre for the tanners and shoemakers with
the Talbot Inn being the main trading place.
Traders came from far and wide with poor old
William Poole, from Sheffield meeting a
painful end in 1785 [A]. The trade began to
decline in the 1830s after easily accessible
Leeds set up a new quarterly Leather Fair [sc].

From the list of deaths for 1785.

August 17th, Mr. William IToole, an eminent tanner,
near Sheffield.  Going to Settle fair his horse unfortunately
ran away with i near Bradford, and threw him, by whi
hF was bruised in so terrible a manner that he expired soon
daiter,

In loving memory of John Preston of Settle who died August 5th 1881 aged 69
Also of Margaret Preston his wife who died at Lancaster April 18th
1882 aged 75 years. “Rest in the Lord.”Also of Elizabeth Smith youngest
daughter of the above who died November 10th 1922 age 75 years B8/42.

. - e

Lammas Farr.—Some 20 years ago the 19th of August was
a day of great importance to the Curriers, Leather Dealers arnd
and Shoemakers of this District. The neighbourhood of the
Talbot Inn was crowded with the sons of Crispin and the
the sellers of Leather, and numerous traders in ** Sperables,”
from that once greai Shoe-nail mart, Silsden., It was no
uncommon thing to see empty Leather waggons standing in
the streets and Inn yards, whilst the bulky bundies of ¢ Bend
were offered for sale in the Barns, and sheds of the Inn yard.
Dealers and Shoemakers came for 50 or 60 miles round. This
year the only relict of this once great Leather Fair,as were
couple of Silsden natlers, and probably next year they will
find it eonvenient to stay at home. As a Leather Fairit may
be said to be fairly defunet. The establishment of a quarterly
Leather Fair at Leeds,was the first great blow to Settle Fair,
and the breaking up of the 12 months eredit in the Shoe and
Leather trade, with the easier means of transit, have put the
finish to this fair. No more will the sans of Crispin be seen

Matthew Whittam and his father, another Matthew continued the trade in Upper Settle.
Matthew’s mother, Sarah Goldsborough had died when he was ten. Matthew’s older brother
William Goldsborough Whittam was one of the many young men of Settle who emigrated to
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Adelaide, Australia during the Australian Goldrush,

married and had 11 children [ph2].

Matthew’s sister, Patience Ann Whittam, was a keen
member of Settle Choral Society and regularly
performed at the Music Hall [1] with ‘a very superior
soprano voice, and stands pre-eminent as a
songstress to all her predecessors that have been
engaged by the society’. She remained a spinster and

retired to Morecambe.

A year after their marriage Matthew (or his father)
had to take John Brown, a shoemaker, to court for

CONCERT AT SETTLE.
W) Cadaads

A few spirited tradesmen in Seltle got up a
concert on the 9th in benefit of the
Working Classes, when the following artistes
were eugaged—Miss Whittam, Mr. Hincheliffe,
Mr. Nemmct;nr. Calvgrt awd Master Naylor,
pianist, from Leeds ; asdisted’ by Mre. Sander-
son, and & few amateurs connected with the
Settle Choral Scciety, The programine, very

unpaid debts, totalling £57 7s 6d (plus 40s
costs). John had previously been
apprenticed to the Whittams. Tallow
chandler Peter Skirrow gave evidence of a
conversation at the Joiner’s Arms the
previous spring [1]. Peter would have known
Matthew well through his trade with the
slaughterhouses.

Matthew and Ellen had three children, but

AnorHER Coxcext. — A vocal concert isan-
nounced to be given, in Settle Musie Hall, on
Tuesday. M ss Whitham, Mrs, Sanderson, Mr.
Hincheliffe, Mr. Newsome, aud Mr, Calvert, will
be the principal siugers ; and last, but not least,
the prices of admission will be such ue are more
likely than pireviously to atiract the middle and
lower classes,  This is worthy of notice these
‘hard times,

o WRITTAM ¥, BREOWNE,

This was an action brought by the plaintiff, a tanoer, at
Settle, for goods sold and delivered tv the defendaat, who
was a shoemaker in the same place, for £67 Gs. 74d., beiog
balauce of account.

Peter Skirro'_r depoged tp hearing a conversation last
spriog, at the Joiners’ Arms, between plaintif and defend-
ant. Yhittam asked Browne to pay him part of hisaccount
the sum meutioned was £57 somo shillings. Browne said
that he could not pay it all at once; he wonld pay him £8
each balf year. Something was said aboot interest, but
witness could not state exactly what.

their luck ran out when Matthew died, aged just 36. Ellen kept the business going for nearly 30
years, whilst also bringing up her two surviving sons. What an incredible woman! Daughter

Margaret Ann had died aged seven.

Sons William Goldsborough Whittam and another Matthew Whittam were both educated at
Giggleswick School and studied at Cambridge. Matthew was a particularly talented sportsman,

excelling in cricket and running [1].

| Flat Race, 100 yards, open—1, Whittam]; 2, Wilson.
Time 103 seconds,

Throwing the Cricket Ball, boys under 5ft.—1, Swin-
bank ; 2, Crossland. Distance 61 yards.

Putting the Bhot, open—1, Dﬁﬁiﬁ; 2, Bentham.
Distance 29 feat,

Flat Race, 300 yards, boya under 5ff, 5in,—1, Calder;
|2 1?3-11 lbwm;i,me"l%ﬁ‘iml(}t';, 9ft. 10in. high, 1
[ o eig n, , open-—-1,
; 2, Burrows, Time 16 seconds,
| Broad Jump, mﬂm 4ft, 6in,—1, Rowe ; 2, 8haw-
leross. _ Distance 1 in,

High Jump, open—1, Wilson; 2, Durrow. Ileight

5Ff. 1in.

Flat Race, 100 yards, boys under 5ft, 3in,—1, Calder;
2, Wiloook,  Time 11 seconds.

Flat Race, 410 yards, open—1, [Whittam]; 2, Burrows.
Time 62 seconds. <
mBroad& . Onf. ump, open—1, Wilson ; 2, Whittam,] Distance

SeETTLE #. CriTEEROE.—The return mateh between
these elevens was plaved on the Marshfield ground,
Settle] on Saturday last, with the result that the howe
players were decidedly the victors. The faunltless
innings of Walker (74), steady batting of Stanley (32),
and noteworthy bowling of M. who took five
wickets at a cost of nineteen rups, combined to bring

‘abont the result indicated. On the part of the visitors,

B el st

wards of merit, was the hero of the day—
carrying off four silver und the gold medal —the latter
given by the Head-master to the winner of most events.

By the time of the 1901 census, Ellen lived with her two

settleresearch@gmail.com
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sons who were running Ryde School of Art in the Isle of
Wight. The college provided Army and Navy classes with
‘special arrangements made for Indian boys’. The college
exploited the benefits of the island and provided reduced
fares on Isle of Wight railways [2]. This was quite a change
from a pub and a tannery in Settle.

Ellen was brought back for burial with her husband and
daughter back in Giggleswick graveyard close to the graves
of Matthew’s parents and aunt Patience. Matthew’s cousin
Margaret Horner married John Wildman, the Settle
bookseller and publisher.

In memory of Matthew youngest son of Matthew and Sarah Whittam who died
March 5th 1865 aged 36 years. Margaret Ann only daughter of Matthew and Ellen
Whittam died July 8th 1867 aged 7 years. Also Ellen Whittam wife of Matthew
Whittam died February 4th 1914 aged 80 years. The souls of the righteous are in

the hand of God

Going back a generation, John and Margaret Preston’s second daughter Rose
Mary married Richard Coates, a farmer’s son from Tosside.
Perhaps inspired by John, Richard became an innkeeper at the
Morecambe Hotel, behind the sea front at Morecambe. It is still
in business today [ph3]. In 1854, before marrying Rose Mary,
Richard was assaulted by Christopher Laytham [3] who had
quite a few fisticuffs in his lifetime. As an innkeeper Richard
was also assaulted by one of his customers [1] — the dangers of

the job.

SLE OF WIGHT
(Limited),
R Y D E.
mnt—'l;ho Clzightlﬂon Lord Rollo.
an o uncil — Sir Rich:
Q.‘(;., s ir Richard Webster,
ice-Chairman—Lieut-General Sir Henry
0.CB, G.LE, I.P. .
{ aster—The Rev William Goldsbo h
Whittam, M.A., late Scholar of Gonville andr(g:isun
College, Cambridge.
Assistant ]@l;nsten. —W. G. Smith, Esq, M.A., late
Exhibitioner of Worcester College, Oxford.
The Rev A. T, Richardson, M.A., late Scholar
of Hertford College, Oxford.
H. Marshell, Eeq, M.A., late Exhibitioner of
Trinity College, Cambridge.
H.h LdT Pigou, Esg, Pembroke College, Cam-
ridge.
Science— M. Whittam, Esq, M.A., Gonvill
Caius College, Cembridge, 1 caville and

COLLEGE

s \ e
S i

isumr vrol.u In;xudn AT Moncnunz.;Gw.

Bond, s fisherman o! Morecimbe, was chsrged by

AssauvLr.—Mr Christopher Laytham, of Seitle; horse-
breaker, wan summoned before the magistrates on Tues-
day for nssaulting and beating Richard Coates. The
assault was admitted, but it was contended that the de.
fendant was provoked toit. Mr Cowburn appea:ed for
the complainant, and Mr H. Robinson for defendant.
Fined 104 and costs. ‘

Settle.—On the 2nd inst, at the Crown Inn, Mr.
Richard Cuates, innkeeper. aged 50 years.

Richard died aged 50, having returned to Settle with
Rose Mary for the last couple of years of his life,
taking over the tenancy of the Crown Inn [1]. Rose
Mary lived to the age of 76 and spent her last years
in Oldham with her youngest son, another Richard
Coates, a draper who had married Annie Handby,
daughter of Settle plumber John Handby. Rose
Mary and Richard are buried in an unmarked grave
in Giggleswick graveyard. (Son Richard and Annie
emigrated to Canada.)

John and Margaret Preston’s third daughter
Margaret Jane married John Thomas Cowley, a
farmer from the Isle of Wight. Fourth daughter

Master Sydney Smith, photograph by the Horner Studio.
Horner Collection©NCBPT (CC-BY 4.0)
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Bicbard Codts, landlord of tha Morecambe Hotel, with
assaulting him in his own house on the night of the
28tk ult., and threatening 10 take bis life. The defend.
ant eame to the complaiuant's homse drank, and de.
manded to be supplied with beer, the lsndlord refused,
whersupon the defendant siruck and kicked the eom-
plaivant, broke a pane of glass, Fmashed a jug, and was
- . : vers violent, The iaformation was withdrawn upon
the defendent eonsenting 10 be bound over to keep the
poace for six mounths' and to pay the costs £] Ou. 8d.
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Rebecca married William James, a spirit merchant from
Manchester. Youngest daughter Elizabeth married a builder from
Bingley, Jonas Smith, who died just a couple of years after their
marriage. Elizabeth ran a boarding house in Settle to earn
money to bring up two sons, Fred and Sydney. Four year old
Sydney had his photo taken at the Horner studios [phé] and in
1907 Sydney was pictured in the cricket team [centre-ph4].
Elizabeth died in 1922 and is buried with her parents. Sons
Sydney and Fred moved away.

..Jf’...

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has
recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. It has
been written in good faith with no offence intended. If | have inadvertently included errors or breached
any copyright | apologise and would welcome corrections.

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard project
and can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project. The ‘Old Settle’ family
tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is ongoing and welcomes
queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the Facebook page
‘Settle Graveyard Project’.

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster Gazette, 2
— Isle of Wight Observer, 3 — Kendal Mercury

ph1 — photo credited to the Back in Settle Facebook page, submitted by James Harrison, ph2 — credited
to descendants of the family via ancestry.co.uk, username SeagerBrenton, ph3 — credited to Google
Earth, ph4 — with the kind permission of John Reid, ph5 — Image 2022.1.36.8, ph6 — Image
2022.10.68.128 from the Horner Photographic Studio Collection provided courtesy of the Museum of
North Craven Life

Images from the Horner Collection are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License.

SC — Settle Chronicle with the kind permission of the Museum of North Craven Life

A — credited to Brayshaw and Robinson, History of the Ancient Parish of Giggleswick
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