Settle Graveyard Project

John Cowburn and hig gon John Cowburn, unlucky men

John was born in 1810 in Skipton to middle class parents, Richard Cowburn, a schoolmaster and
printer and his wife Hannah Hardacastle, the daughter of a woollen manufacturer. By 1832 he
had married Jane Cork who was the daughter of William Cork, the Settle wig and hat maker.
John and Jane lived in Duke Street opposite the end of
(what would become) Station Road and a step exists outside
the back of the house engraved with the Cowburn name.
Later they moved to the exclusive residences of The Terrace
on the opposite side of the road.

LANCASTER & NEWCASTLE-UPON-IYNE
RAILWAY.

John was an educated man and become an attorney and
solicitor. In the 1840s he attempted to take advantage of
the investment frenzy, known as ‘railway mania’. In
partnership with Edward James Norris, ‘Cowburn and
Norris’ was set up to manage the business of a railway
planned between Lancaster and Newcastle upon Tyne [1].
The reality was that a third of all planned railways failed,
including this one and so John lost his investment.
Eventually John became insolvent [2]. The wrangling over
his estate continued several years after his death. Despite
all of this, John must have been well regarded as he had
been elected to the prestigious position of High Constable for the West Riding in 1847. Before
the establishment of regional police forces High Constables were appointed to oversee provision
for keeping order. John had immense responsibility in this post.

UMOURS having been industriourly circu-
lated to the prejudice of this undertaking, we beg
to assure the Applicants for Shaces that the intentlon to
Abandon the Line neser existed, and that every exertion
will continue to be made to bring the matter before the
ensuing Parliament,
COWDBURN & NORRIS)

Solicltors to the Projected Company.

On the 7th Aug. 1850 John Cowburn, having
become insolvent, exccuted a deed whereby he as- |
signed all his personal estate, and covenanted to con- |
vey all his real estate to the defendant John FEllis, in |
trust for the benefit of hia creditors. In the month }

In 1850 John was taken to court by John Johnson Hartley, a local ironmonger for failure to
honour a promissory note of £425 — a fortune in those days. [7]. Oops. In addition, between
September 1851 and November 1852 an extraordinary series of letters were sent by Thomas
Birkbeck, working as the solicitor for Henry Robinson, also a solicitor and John Cowburn’s
landlord. John had not paid his rent and 16 solicitor’s letters were sent!
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HARTLEY . COWBURN.

The case was not defended. Mr. Martin and
Mr. Overend were for plaintiff. Plaintiff, Mr.
John Johnson Hartley, is an ironmonger at
Sle.tl.!e, a'lll‘cll'.defeqdnnt i“t' solicitor at the same
place. is action was for a missory note,
value £425, with intereést, datemb December,
1847. The signature of defendant was proved by
Mr. Seed, clerk with Mr. Pearson, Kirkby Lons-
dale, and the jury bronght ia a verdict for £425,
with £51 interest. -

John had a most unfortunate death in 1855
whilst skating on the ice at ‘Birkbeck
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Wear’, nearly Anley [3]. The severity of 19th
century weather was frequently mentioned in
newspaper reports. As was so common in
those days, John died from infection rather
than from the injury itself. John was just 44
and died.

John’s widow Jane moved to much cheaper
housing in Kirkgate and ran a confectionery

MeLaNcHOLY ACCIDENT. On Monday, February 12ih, an!
accident, attended with fatal consequences, occurred to John
Cowburn, Esq., of Settle. He Lad been skating on Birkbeck
Wear, and was about to finish, when he unfortunately went
against a piece of rough ice, and fell heavily.  His cheek was
cut through under the eye, He was out on the Tuesdayand
Wednesday, but on the following Tuesday he was no more.
1t is supposed that Erysipelatous inflamation had spread fataly
to the brain. He held the offices of Clerk of the County Couré
and Chief Constable for the Division of Staincliffe West, for

which offices Lis Son is a candidate. N
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business with her daughters Hannah and Martha Frances [LSA]. At the time of the 1871 census
Jane, like most other households, provided accommodation for workers on the Settle and
Carlisle railway. However Jane’s lodger was someone special — Robert Edward Wilson who was
the resident engineer overseeing the building of the
Settle to Dent section of the railway, even though he H. & M. F. COWBURN,
was only 29. Jane was a widow for over 50 years before OON FECTION ERS,
dying in 1906 aged 93.  John and Jane are buried in MARKET PLACE, SETTLE,
Gisburn with John’s parents. e el T
A good stock of adl kinds of Cakes, Fruit Pics, Meat
Pies, &ic., aliways on hand, Brides' Cakes aud Funeral
John and Jane’s daughter Sarah Jane, born in 1849, ran  Biscuits made to urder. Ageni for Hlorniman's Teas.
a confectionery business [wsA] before becoming the
second wife of Darius Ineson who ran his tinning and [ EIBRNIMAN'S AHAS
brazier business at the end of Cheapside in the Market .- = = aosdism SETTLE by - .
Place. Sarah Jane was nearly 30 years younger than * = S, J. COWBURN,
Darius and they went to Scarborough to get married. - Confactioner, Kirkgate. -
Sarah Jane is buried in Holy Ascension graveyard in Old . AT THE FOLLOWING PRICES:— . ©
L41 with her sister Hannah/Annie who remained a . .= i 2«8 s 0, Su &, and 30 & B ekt
spinster. I

In loving remembrance of Annie Cowburn (of Settle) who died Nov 21st 1926 aged 47
years. Also Sarah Jane Ineson who died April 21 1937 aged 88 years. The day thou
gavest Lord is ended, Old L41

John and Jane’s son Charles Henry Cowburn, born in 1846, had a very different
life. John had died when Charles was just nine, which may have had long term
effects. In 1866 Charles Henry worked as a solicitor’s clerk in Colne. He was
arrested for stealing 17 shillings from Senes Postlethwaite, a servant at an ale *
and porter store and, controversially, was not granted bail despite having being a

‘young man of highly respectable appearance and character’. After a three hour trial he was
found not guilty [4]. However in 1873, in Manchester, he was charged with embezzling £40 from
his employer. Charles Henry had been sacked but collected and pocketed rent from tenants and
kept it in a flower pot. This time he was found = - =~ ..

i i i i ing to £22. The risoner, who was at the time
guilty and imprisoned for six months [5]. aTgsrU;:&cgotﬂ e, mc!;iml the monoy sad did not
account for it. Shortly afterwards the prisonar left

the gorvice of Mr. Holmes,and wont to two other of

Pocker Pickixe AT BURNLEY By A CLERk. — tle tenants, from whom he received, on the falss pre-
Charles Henry Cowburn, a young man of highly re- tetce that he was instructed by his employer to collect
spectable appearance and connections, clerk in Mr, tho rents, the sum of £i0. With the whole of the
Hartley's offiee, solicitor, Colne, was charged with Money thus obtsioed he sbsconded, but on the 10th
picking the pocket of Benes [Postlethwaite,| a servant 105t be was taken xxi‘to cuatody by Inspector Shandloy,
in an ale and porter store at Biackburn, of abont 17s, ot Denbigh, where £i0 of the mono{l “mhiol‘;:;ng con-
in silver. Itappeared that about one o'clock on Snn. cealed in 8 flower pot in the house whera e. ) been
living. Thaprisoner was dealt with on the first offenco

By the next census return in 1881 Charles was living with a ‘wife’ Lucy and two children. He
eventually married Lucy Leigh just before her death in 1884. His young daughter Hannah
Cowburn was brought up by sister Sarah Jane (Ineson) and son Charles Cowburn by Leigh
relations. Charles Henry continued to work as a shipping clerk in Manchester and died aged 75.

John and Jane’s son John Cowburn (Jnr), born in 1837, was the son to continue the family
business in Settle. He worked as an auctioneer, a Registrar of births, marriages and deaths, and
a High Bailiff[7], working for the courts to execute warrants and court orders. As registrar John
had the unenviable task of registering all the

deaths of the navvies who died during the — Kpevimrmesr.—We huve before omitted to state that

ildi i i _  MrJuho Cowburn, of Setile, has resently been appoint-
building of the S.ettle and Carlisle railway , el H?gh Builiff of the Ccmnlyl Court, at Settle, in place of
there were 21 in Settle alone. John’s  M¢James Wilkinson. In that capacity, Mr Cowburn

position may have led to the resident vHisiated in Courttbe firsttime on Thusvilag, the 15¢hinst,
settleresearch@gmail.com
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. Sigutere. Ducnnum wd - | \¥hia Registercd v é;pmﬂsn@rﬁ?
engineer choosing to lodge with his mother. When he jamnmsciims | e
was 30, in 1867, John married Elizabeth Marsden % oA Lomd—, SO
Ayrton, the daughter of Henry Ayrton, who had been | , = - h ok, %MM
the innkeeper of both the New Inn and the Royal Oak in Jﬁ WV‘M‘" zé« : @W
Settle. Elizabeth had already proved she was fertile | - /M o /‘o’;// TR A

with a daughter Margaret (Maggie), and they had four
sons together. Sons John, aged 6, and Richard, aged Tbe TOBESHIRE BANI :ognogo%
3, both died in 1873, presumably of an infection. m— EW-STREET,

This is formed to lease the *' BRiDaE Eln
In 1876 John was involved in setting up Craven Pure Oil M *Mlﬁw-m who ha

into con-
Cake and Corn Mill Co Ltd using Bridge End Mill [CH]. xderation the admirable situstion of the Premises -

Tragically, like his father, John had death oo sterts o the Company se to pms

ragically, like his father, o.n a apremature eat ma%umm uxe gun

later that year after a short illness, aged just 39. Just mcm.“ o tis

the week before he had held an auction of livestock for within a large ”fuam. a
consumption of Oileake and Feoding Stuffs i

John Henry Dale after the death of his father David  this neighboarhoad, the promoters have every confdenes

Hall Dale [CH]. Shares will be taken umers of {he produo
{cH] mamm‘&:’uﬁr . . ,
dearest to him, at an eariy hour in m-oﬂun.. The
OLBATOP. PETTLE. ' wmwumwﬂ sll:lholom.l
7 "o papers for sbout ten years the office of regis.
w’ trar of bmu.ndd.m(onbesmhmmm-p.

hmmhh:.n.mh.b wards of seventeen years, and during the two last
SELL BY AUCTION.OONNNHM elections acted as Liberal agent. He was alsothe Settle
oo Thursday, 26th October inst. agent for the North Craven Building Society. His
B— — ment of all these multifarious duties was always
. highly satisfactory,and his loss is very much felt by his
Tur Late Mi. CoWBURN.—We record with very em and jwbm basiness broaght them in con-
dwﬁt the sudden death of Mr. Cowbarn, our uctvnh‘xu Mr. Cowbarn was also an active
es mmt st Settle. He bas not been ip the firm of Smith and Cowburn, coal agents, of this
well for a few weeks, and about a month ago consulted town, and had made considerable beadway as anctioneer.
Dr. Allbutt, of Leeds, who detected slight congestion It is thought that the exposure and exertion necessary
o(tbolnmmdmbedsmmofwmt On i-mhzterh::dm-hnhnumdthndwuehbn

John’s obituary [7] described his involvement in the North gmtﬂ! % @m’hllm
Craven Industrial and Provident Building Society, ‘a most COAL & COKE MERCHANTS

efficient and trustworthy official’[8], and his active role in - SETTLE,
his partnership with Abraham Smith in Smith and Cowburn, lsx?)llee:g’;i?ri%%? %ﬁersgﬁﬁésgoc::?g&;

coal and coke agents [LSA]. Houghton Collieries.
Orders vecgived at fhe- Office, New Siyect,-. Setfle, will be

wroynntls mbondad bn

Elizabeth was left with children Maggie (Ayrton),

Henry and Frank Cowburn and set up a NEW CONFICTIONERY BUSINESS AT
confectionery business for the Ladies of the district SETTLE.
[CH]. MRS. JOHN COWBURN

olly announces to the Ladies of the

Ten years later Elizabeth became the third wife of ﬂ;ﬁﬁm,‘: b'::ch: on ber p,"::,.'.:' :

Joseph Parker who ran the Lodge Farm, and they Duoke-street, and MP-' to be favoured with a

. , . share of patro A stock will always be on
had a son James Parker. Elizabeth’s daughter Maggie  hand of the regular goods in the trade, and special
Cowburn married William Henry Lambert who was oo = e P e Co's Biscuita
the illegitimate son of Mary Ellen Lambert and
nephew of the Settle printer John Wilcock Lambert.
Maggie and William Henry didn’t have children of
their own, but the church baptism records tell us that, four years after marrying, William Henry
fathered a son, Frederick Bulcock with Frances Amelia Bulcock. Oops. Frederick was brought

up by Bulcock relations and worked as a railway labourer.

TEA, COFFEE, & REFRESHMENTS.

John and Elizabeth’s son Henry Cowburn embarked on a career in the navy. Tragically in 1889
when he was just 20, Henry took his own life, possibly because he had failed to pass an
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examination [9,CH]. This reflects the intensity of
expectation on middle class young men and the lack
of mental health provision in those days.

nfter the fatal shot was fired. Decsased was the
eldest son of the Jate Mr Joba Cowbura, of Settle,
and his uatimely end, which is sail to Ube
attribatable to failure to pass an examination for
second mate’s position on his vessel, is unirersally
deplored in the district. An inqueat is to be held

SUICIDE OF A SETILE AN, —UR Wounes-
dsy evening, shortly before five o'lock, a
young man, aged 21, nad who has since been
ilentiticd as Henry Cowburn. of, Settle,
# midshipman, shiot h mselt in the head with
i revolver, behind the wall on the road be-
tween Hellificld and Long Preston.  Two
persons, who were putsing at the time, im-
mediately acquainted the police, who had
ki conveyed to Long I’reston, Dis, Y illinm-
won and Lazenby being quickly in attend-

on the bLody at the Boar’s Heaq Hotel, Long ace. The bullet had entered the right
Preston to-day (Friday). temple. The unfortunate young man

expited in a little over two bouri. No
motive can be ascribed. for tho dead.

John, his infant sons John and Richard and poor Henry are all buried in
Giggleswick Graveyard.

I.LH.S. In loving memory of John Cowburn died Oct. 30th 1876 aged 39 years. Also
Richard son of the above died Dec. 17th 1873 aged 3 years. Also John son of the
above died Dec. 23rd 1873 aged 6 years. Also Henry son of the above died Feb.
27th 1889 aged 20 years, B8/36

This left youngest son, Frank Cowburn. In 1892 Frank was on the committee for
the Football club [LsA]. In 1895, aged 22, Frank married Mary Grime whose father William
Grime had worked as the groom to John Birkbeck at Anley.

It seems that in some ways, Frank took after his uncle, Charles Henry Cowburn. Frank got a job
in the London and Midland Bank and was relocated to the Pontefract branch. Frank and Mary had
a son Henry Cowburn, named after Frank’s brother. In 1904, Frank was arrested for
embezzlement having caused his employer considerable trouble. After profuse apologies from

Frank and his mother Frank was given a lenient sentence of two months imprisonment [6].

SETTLE FOOTBALL CLUB.

President—Walter Morriscn, Esq.

_Hnn. Sec.—~Mr. G. M. Hartley. Hon. Trcas.—Mr. C 7. Armistead.
Captain—Mr. B. Ward, Vice-Captain—Mr. G. M. Hartley.
Jommitie: - Mess:s. T, Altham, F. Brown, W. F. Clark, 7. Cowbarn, [as.
Fleicher, Frank Irving, Joon Jackman, S. Parker, and ]. Redmayne.
Head Quarters and Dressing Room—Golden Lioa Hotd, Settle.
Ground—Eridge Bad.  Colours—Dark Green.

AMr. Moxon, in opening the cage, satd 3t was oae
of the moss painful he had ever known Accused
bed been eashier in this bank, and for sume tine
bad givan the managemont cousiderable trouble, Tho
bank, however, in an exenss of kindnese and lenienoy
haa given him overy chance of teformation. . He
linJ abused these opportunitios by embezzliog money
to the oxtent of close upon 210, Thoe bank were

By the next census Mary was back in Settle living
with her sisters and describing herself ‘a widow’.
Frank seems to have run away to Toronto, Canada
where he died of bronchial pneumonia in
November 1906, aged 34 [LSA]. Mary is buried with
two of her sisters in the unmarked Old EX17.

in which they had treated tho metter. Mr. Cow-
burn bad besn in this bank since he was 16, for
he left school to go there.  Since_he had keen in
this position of trust and respensibility. !H: char-
acter had heen absolutely without blemish. When
the ruestion of bail arose, hundreds were wiliing
and anxious to stand for him,  Accuzed, who was
a married man, with a child, attributed his fall to
drink, and the ditheulty of making both ends meet.
There had been no betting ar anything r'wf that
kind. and accused during the whale of his 10 yeers
in the bank had never got inio debt, and did not
owe & penny 1o any tradesman. His mather had
offered to recoup every penny to the bank, but
ther had very properly refused that offer. e
urged the Bench to deal with accused 2s leniently
as pessible, .

After about a quarter of an hour's retirement,
the Chairman said it was a most serious charge,
and they very much regreited that Cowburn had
had to appear before them. Seeing that he and
his family had offered to repay the money, and
seeing the bank did not press the case. the Bench
had taken a very lenient view of the case. But
they had decided in the interests of justice, and of
the public. to commit him fo Wakefield for two
months, in thn sccond division.

29. Free Coffee Supper and Social Evening in eonnection
with the Women's Liberal Association at Settle.—Death of
Mz, Fronk Cowburn (late of Settle) b the Greneral Hospital,
Toronta. Canada. of hronehial rnanmonia. aged 84 vears.
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Young Henry Cowburn was the only heir of this line of Cowburns and Grimes.
He made a living selling coal in Settle and married Rose Martha Lord,
granddaughter of the Wesleyan Preacher John Lord. Henry is buried in the New
grave K50 with Rose Martha and son Peter and his wife Joan Asher.

In loving memory of Henry Cowburn, died 23 August 1973 aged 72 years. Also his
dear wife Martha Cowburn died 13th June 1980, aged 77 years. Also their son
Peter Cowburn, died 21 July 1975 aged 49 years. Also his dear wife Joan Cowburn
died 16th Sept 2005, aged 76 years, New K50

..J(..

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which
has recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those
buried. It has been written in good faith with no offence intended. If | have inadvertently
included errors or breached any copyright | apologise and would welcome corrections.

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard
project and can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project. The ‘Old
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.

Thanks to descendant Steve Cowburn for his help with this account.

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Kendal
Mercury, 2 — County Courts Chronicle, 3 — Westmorland Gazette, 4 — Burnley Gazette, 5 —
Manchester Evening News, 6 — Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 7 — Lancaster Gazette, 8 — Lancaster
Guardian, 9 — Burnley Express

CH - with the kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer

LSA, WSA - Lambert’s/ Wildman’s Settle Almanac, with the kind permission of the North Craven
Buildings Preservation Trust
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