
Henry Snell, a respectable man?

Henry Snell, born in 1792, was the only surviving child of Robert Snell and his wife Mary Sclator. 
His grandfather lived in the toll house opposite Long Preston bridge. On Christmas Day 1813, 
Henry married Sarah Parker, the sister of the successful, yet unlucky farmer and builder, 
Stephen Parker.  Sarah was only 20 so had to have the consent of her father to marry.  Sarah 
had at least eight children but died, aged 47, in 1840 when the youngest child, Henry, was nine. 


Henry (Snr) owned his business at the corner property opposite the Folly at the end of Chapel 
Square.  Henry was one of 21 tailors listed in the 1851 
census in Settle town. 


Henry led an alcohol free life until the ripe old age of 90 
which ‘proved that teetotalism did not kill people’ [1].  
Henry was regarded as a stalwart of Temperance 
principles and ‘the pioneer of the Total Abstinence 
movement in Settle’, which some found amusing [CH]. 
The regular ‘Temperance Society’ rules stated a 
maximum of one glass of ale per day, but Henry felt there 
was more benefit to have none. He heard of a man in 
Bradford who would issue a ‘Temperance Pledge’ card to 
those who would commit to an alcohol free life. 
Allegedly the man in Bradford hadn’t got any cards so 
Henry then walked to Leeds and Manchester to get his 
card and then set up a total abstinence society.


‘Settle Temperance Society’ was in place by the 1830s. A national Church of England Temperance 
movement was established in 1862 so Settle Temperance supporters split into the CofE 
Temperance Society and the Settle Gospel Temperance Union.  The CofE Society was made up 
many of the wealthy members of the community and some tradesmen. They were happy to drink 
alcohol during church services.  The members of the Gospel Temperance Union were the non-
conformist members of Settle, together with a large 
working committee of people from all classes. This was a 
stricter organisation in temperance terms and this is where 
Henry was able to contribute. The Temperance Societies 
were incredibly popular, especially in the late 19th 
century.  By the early 1900s there was also a Women’s 
Temperance Association.


Obviously temperance principles were connected to the 
church but were not popular with everyone. In 1847 Henry 
was elected to the prestigious position of churchwarden at 
Giggleswick Church and promptly removed the alcohol 
from the Beating the Bounds celebration dinner which 
brought the traditional custom to an end [A].  




Henry also had sympathies for the Wesleyan Church. In 1845 Henry was a Trustee and subscriber 
for the new Wesleyan Chapel at Rathmell.  Henry, who was 'well known for perseverance in 
everything he undertakes’ offered to raise £100 by his own personal endeavours to help offset 
debts at Langcliffe Wesleyan Chapel [1]. Henry provided accommodation for Rev T Haswell, the 
Wesleyan minister, in ‘New Road’ (Church Street). Unfortunately, it caught fire in 1853 and 
without a fire engine much damage was done.  Even more unfortunately, it was uninsured [1].


If more proof of Henry’s credentials were required, he was appointed land agent to the Duke of 
Devonshire, who owned a vast proportion of land in the area [1].   Henry had the immense 
responsibility of managing the Duke’s land and would have been rewarded handsomely, of 
course. 


For some reason, in the 1850s Henry bought a ship’s 
figure head ‘which represented some warrior’ at Barrow 
and it was bolted onto Castleberg Rock which was used as 
a leisure area. It caused some confusion for the new PC 
Lindsay, much to the amusement of local youth [CH]. 


Henry was on the Procession Committee and the Tea 
Committee organising celebrations for the Royal Wedding  
of Albert Edward to Princess Alexandria in March 1863. He 
worked with Thomas Oates, a local shoe-maker and 
letter carrier.


So, he was a good man, wasn’t he?


Despite being one of Settle’s well known and 
respected figures, it appears that Henry also 
had a bit of a dark side. In 1858, aged 66, 
Henry had an altercation with PC Lindsay 
which may or may not have had anything to 
do with the Castleberg figurehead incident 
[SC].


It got worse.  In 1863 Henry, aged 72, was alleged to be the father of John Robert Buck, the son 
of Elizabeth (Betty) Buck, a local 17 year old cotton weaver [1, SC].  Betty’s case was supported 
by her sister Agnes and another witness. Henry’s defence solicitor was appalled that a charge of 



so gross a nature had been brought against ‘a 
man of Mr Snell’s years and apparent 
station.’   Henry vigorously denied the claim 
and appealed but was fined accordingly. The 
son died shortly afterwards, and Betty moved 
away to Carlton, near Selby with her family.      


In the same petty sessions, it was reported 
that Henry had also had an altercation with 
Thomas Oates, the fellow member of the 
Temperance Society who had worked with 
him on preparations for the Royal Wedding.  
In April 1863 Thomas put an advert in the 
paper apologising for slanderous expressions 
against Henry [SC]. It was witnessed by Henry 
Duncan Robinson. 


The following edition contained a report of a 
court case which explained what this was 
about. Thomas took Henry to court for spitting 
at him. Henry denied it ‘but acknowledged 
the apparent motion’ and ‘admitted having 
made a noise with his mouth whilst passing’ 
Henry was fined 5 shillings.   


Unsurprisingly, following the revelations of 
Betty Buck, Thomas retracted his apology and 
an appeal was raised to pay his costs [1,SC]. 




In 1872 Henry got into more trouble, damaging 
Joseph Gill’s tub on the wall of his house. Henry 
had previously sold the house to Joseph. 


Perhaps Henry wasn’t such a nice man after all.


Henry was buried in Giggleswick graveyard with his wife and three unmarried 
children Robert, William and Rebecca. Son Robert was thought to have put 
graffiti ‘R Snell’ inside the Victoria cave system. 


In memory of Henry Snell of Settle who died Nov. 14th 1882 aged 90 years. 
Sarah Snell his wife who died Jan. 28th 1840 aged 46 years. 
Robert Snell who died Jan. 26th 1871 aged 53 years. 
William Snell who died July 14th 1847 aged 18 years. 

Rebecca Snell who died April 3rd 1891 aged 74 years. 


Henry and Sarah’s other children?

Son John Snell continued the tailoring business [SC]. John 
married Settle draper’s daughter Ellen Furness, at a 
Manchester Wesleyan Methodist Chapel.  Unfortunately, Ellen 
died upon the birth of her first child, Sarah Eleanor Snell, in 
Barrow in Furness.  Ellen was buried with her parents and 
siblings in the Ancient graveyard.  


In loving remembrance of Laurence Furness who 
died Jany 17th 1854 and 67 years.  Also of John 
Furness son of the above who died Dec 20th 1840, 
(actually 1849) aged 18 years.  Also Thomas Taylor son of the above who died Decr 30th 
1858 aged 24 years.   

Also Ellen Snell daughter of the above who died April 8th 1868 aged 49 years.  Also 
of Robert Furness son of the above who died Oct 12 1868 aged 36 years.  Safe in the 
arms of Jesus.   Also of Margaret Furness wife of Laurence Furness who died Oct 21st 
1877 aged 77 years, B13


By the next census, John lived back 
with his siblings and father in Chapel 
Square, raising young Sarah. She 
married Henry Ingham who was the 
bank manager of the Yorkshire Bank in 
Otley. He died from blood poisoning 
after a fall from his bike five months 
before [2].Their son John Snell Ingham 
was killed  at the Somme, serving the 
Royal Fusiliers [ph1]. 


John Snell played an active life in Settle, being treasurer 
for the Mechanic’s Institute and the Chair of Settle 
Temperance Society in 1861.  When the ‘Settle 
Temperance Society’ split, John became a patron 
of the Settle Gospel Temperance Union.  






John died in 1903, aged 80, having also, like his 
father benefitted from a teetotal life [2], but 
without a hint of misdemeanour.  He is buried in  
Giggleswick graveyard in an unmarked grave.


Henry and Sarah’s youngest daughter Sarah 
Blackburn Snell married Thomas Atkinson Morphet, 
the son of a coachman from Kirkby Lonsdale. While 
Sarah started on the production of at least eight 
children, Thomas started work as a post boy. 
However, the building of the Leeds to Lancaster line 
gave Thomas the chance to work on the railways, 
initially as a clerk at ‘Settle’ (Giggleswick) station, 
living at the station. Later he became a coal dealer based in Chapel Square which was a 
lucrative business. 


Thomas died, aged 65, in 1875 after a painful illness of 11 weeks, ‘borne with great 
resignation’ [1] and Sarah died in 1879. They are buried in the Zion Chapel grounds with their 
daughter Jane who had been the first wife of Henry Lord, the illegitimate son of 
Elizabeth Haining.


In Loving Remembrance of Thomas Atkinson Morphet of Settle who died June 6th 1875  
in his 65th year  also of Sarah his wife who died February 21st 1879 in her 59th year 
also of Jane daughter of  the above and wife of Henry Lord who died May 23rd 1892  in 
her 44th year


Thomas and Sarah’s second daughter Mary Ann was the first wife of Thomas 
Twisleton, the Yorkshire dialect poet, giving him at least 8 
children, including a pair of twins, before she died aged 48.  
Daughter Isabella married grocer William Ralph and was the 
mother of the well known character Percy Morphet Ralph.  
William, Isabella and their daughter Jessie are buried in an 
unmarked grave Old BX47. Several other children emigrated 
to Australia.


Henry and Sarah Snell’s eldest daughter Mary married 
John Knowles who became the station master at Bell Busk 
station. Their daughter Jane married William Hudson, 
nephew to unlucky Joseph Hudson, the long serving 
gardener for Rev Hogarth Swale. Daughter Elizabeth Snell 
married shoemaker John Mason [SC] and they took their 
large family to Barrow in Furness [ph4]. Youngest son Henry 
Snell was a gas fitter and plumber. He left Settle for an 
apprenticeship in Leeds and finally put down roots in Liverpool with his family. 


At the time of the first world war, Temperance had a 
second wave of populism, David Lloyd George saying 
in 1915, ‘Drink is doing us more damage in the war 
than all the German submarines put together’ and 
‘Fighting Germany, Austria and Drink, and as far as I 



can see the greatest of these three deadly foes is Drink.’ Temperance workers sprang into action 
and produced thousands of leaflets and posters and ‘Don’t Ask me to Take a Drink’ pledge cards 
to be used for the duration of the war. The impact of this escalated when King George V was 
persuaded to support this. Delighted temperance campaigners printed ‘Follow the King’s Lead’ 
in leaflets and posters and took to the streets to gain more 
converts [ph2,3].


This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. Life 
stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard project’.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is 
ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and 
events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’. 


The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project


Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster 
Gazette, 2 — Leeds Mercury


A — On Foot Round Settle, George H Brown, 1896


LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, SC — Settle Chronicle with the kind permission of the North 
Craven Buildings Preservation Trust


CH — with the kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer 


ph1 — photo credited to ‘Craven’s Part in the Great War’, ph2 — credited to ‘The Workers 
Onward’, ph3 — Temperance Pledge with the kind permission of descendant Hilary Brown, ph4 — 
credited to the Back in Settle Facebook site.
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