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Elizabeth (Slinger) Howson, a very special widow 
Elizabeth Howson born May 16th 1821, died June 24th 1893, Old C75 

This understated gravestone rests upon the grave of a woman with an 
incredible story to tell. Elizabeth Slinger was born in 1821 at Studfold, near 
Horton in Ribblesdale to land owner John Slinger and his wife Mary Lawson.  
Her sister, Mary Slinger, was the wife of Settle’s successful chemist, William 
Shepherd. Her uncle was the fascinating farmer Matthew Procter Slinger.   

Elizabeth’s family had extraordinary lives. Even her first job, in domestic 
service, was no ordinary post — she worked for John Geldard at Cappleside, 
Rathmell.  The Geldards were the most significant landowners in the area in 
the 19th century.  When she was 30, Elizabeth married William Howson, the 
second and very eligible son of Reverend John Howson, the second master at Giggleswick 
School, and his wife Margaret Saul.   Over the next 12 years Elizabeth and William had four sons 
and two daughters.  

William was a schoolmaster. Like his brothers, William had been educated at Giggleswick School. 
From there he studied at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, one of the smaller, more classical 
colleges. For some reason he didn’t graduate, but this 
didn’t prevent him being a schoolmaster at Horton-in-
Ribblesdale School just down the road from the Slinger 
family farm.  After marrying, William worked at Alston, 
Cumberland and, for around seven years, they lived in 
part of Corby Gates [ph1], a wonderful 11th century 
homestead. They moved to Woods House in 
Dobcross [ph1], Saddleworth where William ran a 
residential school for 12 pupils. A few years later 
William became Master of Penrith Grammar School.  
In his spare time he wrote ‘An Illustrated Guide to 
the Curiosities of Craven, with a geological 
introduction’  

Unfortunately, William died, aged 66, just two years after the birth of their 
youngest daughter and was buried in Penrith. Elizabeth’s father, John 
Slinger, died at Studfold a couple of years later.  By the time of the 1871 
census Elizabeth described herself as a landowner, living in Church Street in Settle, near 
Whitefriars, with the younger children.  Elizabeth stayed there until she died in 1893, aged 72. 

William and Elizabeth’s third son George William Saul Howson followed in his father’s footsteps 
with even more success. George left Giggleswick School to go to Merton College, Oxford to 
qualify with a first class degree in Natural Science, then a BA and MA. He also served as the 
‘Postmaster’, responsible for day-to-day general discipline in the college. His responsibilities 
included reciting grace before formal dinners in the Hall.  From there he obtained a post as a 
Science teacher at Uppingham School in Rutland. Uppingham, founded in the 16th century, had 
been known for the highest musical standards and is thought to have the greatest area of playing 
fields in any school in England.  George’s spinster sisters Rosa Margaret and Mary Ann 
Magdelene kept house for him, with a servant of course.  

Having learned the skills for over 14 years, George landed a huge post, as Headmaster of 
Gresham School in Holt, Norfolk. When he took over, the school provided for around 40 scholars 
with just seven boarders. However, George undertook a massive programme of fundraising and 
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construction to establish new buildings, a swimming pool and Chapel to accommodate over 200 
boys and this soon became 250.  He developed facilities to focus on science and modern 
languages to develop skills for commercial careers. However, he was also known to give 
particular attention to the boys’ welfare, so that school felt more like home [1].  

George was distressed that 106 ‘Old Greshamians’ were killed during WW1.  He died soon after, 
in 1919, aged 58.  He was buried in the school Chapel grounds.  Years later, in 1932, a bronze 
bust of ‘Howson of Holt’ was placed in the library in recognition of his achievements, courage 
and original methods [2].  Gresham provided the education for some inspirational figures 
including composer Benjamin Britten, poet W.H. Auden (both during George’s tenure), Sir James 
Dyson, the founder of the Dyson Company, international rugby players Tom and Ben Youngs and 
actor Olivia Colman.  After George’s death his sisters Rosa Margaret and Mary Ann Magdelene 
retired to London and are buried in Putney.  

William and Elizabeth’s fourth son Charles James Howson, born 
in 1862, made his mark in a different way. After  his education at 
Giggleswick School he worked for the Craven Bank in Ilkley.  From 
there, in 1892, he was promoted to Manager of the newly built 
branch in Nelson. This was a boom time 
for the Craven Bank with ‘a somewhat 
extensive series of fine buildings at 
Skipton, Settle, Ilkley, Otley, Keighley, 
Burnley, Clitheroe and Colne’.  The 
building is relatively unchanged today, 
recently inhabited by Santander [ph2]. 
The article described Charles James as 
an ‘energetic manager’[3].  

After 11 years Charles James became Bank Manager 
of the Crompton & Evans Union Bank in Chesterfield.   
He established himself in the town and became a 
magistrate and JP. Charles James lived a long life 
reaching the age of 95.  In 1895 he had married Lucy 
Blakey, a corn miller’s daughter from Keighley.   
Unsurprisingly, he outlived his wife and son and 
daughter.  Charles James and Lucy’s son Hubert 
Blakey Howson, met a tragic end, aged 21, in 1921 
whilst studying at Cambridge.  He died in an accident 
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from a burst tyre on his motor bike [4]. He was an 
experienced rider who had even ridden in competitions.  

At the time of the 1939 pre-war register Charles James 
had 11 year old Jeremy Dealty Howson living with him, 
a descendant of Charles James Howson’s uncle John 
Saul Howson. Sadly, Jeremy died when he was just 19 in 
India where his father Geoffrey Howson was a military 
Colonel.  

William and Elizabeth’s eldest son John Joseph 
Howson, born in 1852, moved to London and worked as 
a clerk.  He married a widow, Annie Elizabeth (Robinson) Grigs, who came with four children 
from her first marriage and they had two more daughters. Unfortunately, both daughters died 
prematurely, aged 13 and 29, of Friedereich’s Ataxia, a rare inherited disease that causes 
progressive nervous system and movement problems.   

William and Elizabeth’s second son, Hubert Howson, born in 1857, 
left the country straight after his education at Giggleswick School 
to live with his uncle Henry Howson who was a solicitor in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania running ‘Howson and Howson Solicitors 
and Patent Agents’.  After training with uncle Henry, Hubert 
established the New York branch of the company which still 
operates today.  He married and had two daughters and a son. 

Considering the successful careers of the children, it’s surprising 
that the sons gave Elizabeth such a small, understated gravestone. 
However, this leads us nicely onto William’s family.  Well, you could 
write a full story about most of them.  

Reverend John Howson [ph3], born in 1787, came from humble 
roots, his father being a shoemaker in Clapham. John was the eldest 
son of Thomas Howson and his first wife Elizabeth Hulderay and 
attended Giggleswick School winning prizes for his achievements 
from the age of 11. From there he studied at Trinity College, Dublin, 
became an MA and was ordained. He was appointed as an ‘Usher’ or 
Second Master back at Giggleswick School in 1814, a post which he 
held for 44 years. He worked with the junior boys, teaching, 
providing board and pastoral care for several scholars. He had to 
‘whip them into shape’ training them in appropriate behaviour and 
academia rigour. At the time of the 1851 census one of his boarding 
scholars was Settle’s George Stansfeld.  

Rev John Howson was good friends with the diarist, 
schoolteacher and bookseller William Lodge Paley who 
resided at the Black Horse at Giggleswick. William 
recorded frequent social interactions with John giving 
an indication of the measures he went to to provide for 
his students. In October 1814 William described John 
and Dr Robinson as his only intimate friends in 
Giggleswick after ‘a convivial meeting in my school 
consisting of his Reverence Dr Robinson and myself with 
sober glee and I hope harmless jests. We spent a few 
hours after the arduous fag and toil of teaching’ [WLP]. 
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On 1st September 1826, a Saturday, William walked to Malham Tarn with a friend and met Rev 
John Howson with 18 of his boys — this was not a Monday to Friday 9-5 job!  They all walked to 
Malham Cove.  They ‘left at half past six by moonlight for Settle in 1¾ hours. 

John provided accommodation for students from all 
over the world, including Master Gilpin from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1824. There were quite a 
few family links with Pennsylvania over the years. 

In June 1825 William reported that Rev John Howson’s 
sister Hannah Howson was to marry a Moravian 
Missionary, Daniel Gillman Hague, working for a 
Protestant church that had established itself in 
Pennsylvania in 1740. They were going to Jamaica.  
The same entry mentioned that the new parson at 
Horton was going to board at John Slinger’s at 
Studfold, Elizabeth (Slinger) Howson’s home. On 1 
November that year William’s diaries recorded that Hannah and Daniel had both died of yellow 
fever within two days of each other. ‘They had a most beautiful letter from a friend who was 
with them in their last moments.’ Such were the perils of international travel in the 19th 
century.  

In 1815, aged 28, Rev John Howson married Margaret Saul, the daughter of Joseph Saul who had 
been a Writing Master at Giggleswick School while John attended as a scholar.  Margaret was six 
years older than John. They had six sons and a daughter. Unfortunately, in March 1829 we are 
informed that Margaret had gone to Leeds to have a 
cancer cut out. This probably contributed to her 
death in 1834, aged 53, although credited as 50 on 
her gravestone. 

John died 25 years later in 1859, aged 71, just a few days after resigning his post. His obituary 
describes that John was a good botanist and was elected a Fellow of the Linnean Society.  He 
contributed to Settle Auxiliary Bible Society and gave lectures and was secretary to Settle’s 
Mechanics Institute. He was the minister for 
the workhouse and, at his death, aged 71, 
at his request, was carried by ‘12 poor 
men’ to his final resting place — an 
interesting choice.  He also paid for those 
12 men, and the elderly from the 
workhouse, to have a meal at the Black 
Horse with landlord Mr Waller [SC].  
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Bearing in mind John’s empathy for the less 
fortunate it is perhaps surprising to find that 
his father Thomas’ second wife, Mary Procter, once widowed, lived as a pauper in one of the 
small cottages next to the Black Horse Inn whilst bringing up her younger children.   Thomas and 
Mary had five daughters who were John’s half sisters, although two died in infancy. Thomas and 
Mary’s daughter Elizabeth Howson had an illegitimate son, James (Jimmy) Howson who spent his 
whole life working as an errand boy. He was remembered as ‘What a funny little chap Jimmy 
Howson was with his crossed eyes and pincer toes which in his clogs caused him to walk like a 
crab going to Ireland. He was also a bit of a poet! [ph6] 

Reverend John and Margaret are buried in the centre of Giggleswick 
graveyard with another understated stone which also commemorates three 
children. 

In memory of the Rev. John Howson for 44 years Second Master of 
Giggleswick Grammar School who died January 26th 1859 aged 71 years, 
and of Margaret his wife who died September 13th 1834 aged 50 years. Also of their 
children Thomas who died in Jamaica 1843, George who died at Cambridge December 2nd 
1852, Elizabeth who died at Taunton July 16th 1864. 

Rev John and Margaret’s third son Thomas Howson was just 15 and died in Jamaica nine years 
after John’s sister Hannah had died out there. Daughter Elizabeth Howson died in Taunton, aged 
40, whilst visiting Thomas Birkbeck, the Settle banker and West Yorkshire magistrate who had 
retired to Devon. Youngest son, George Howson, had been working as a second master at his 
brother’s school, the Liverpool Collegiate Institute. He had recently qualified with a degree and 
MA from Christ’s College Cambridge. He died of concussion, aged 27, after striking a tree whilst 
on his (usually quiet) horse in Parker’s Piece [5,6].  Parker’s Piece is a 245 acre green common 
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near the centre of Cambridge, allegedly the 
birthplace of the rules of Association Football in 
1863.   

John and Margaret’s eldest son John 
Saul Howson, [ph4] born in 1816 was 
awarded a first class degree in 
Classics at Trinity College Cambridge 
and an MA and won several awards 
along the way.  He was ordained in 
1845 and became Principal of 
Liverpool Collegiate Institute, Vicar 
of Wisbech and, later, Dean of 

Chester. He was also a prolific author. He married 
Mary Cropper, a merchant’s daughter and they had 
five children.  

John Saul Howson and his father Reverend John 
Howson were involved in a peculiar series of events 
surrounding the will of Francis Ellis. Francis had 
written his will and young John Saul Howson, a clerk 
was a witness. Francis later changed his will but 
fraudulently asked an 81 year old clerk, George 
Fletcher, to state that the changes were made at 
the time the will was written.  John and his father 
had to make George retract his statement once 
Francis died.  John Saul Howson died in Dorset, aged 
69.  

Fourth son Richard Howson, born in 1821, went from Giggleswick School to an apprenticeship 
with Nasmyth and Gaskell at the Bridgewater Foundry at Salford [ph2]. Richard worked with them 
on the invention of a steam hammer and the development of an assembly line for the production 
of steam engines.  He spent some time working in Sweden and travelled the world researching 
best practice. He spent the Crimean War making projectiles. Back in England he managed the 
Canal Foundry in Preston and then became a consultant engineer to Middlesborough’s Newport 
Iron works designing new efficient blast furnaces [ph5].  This work very quickly changed 
Middlesborough from being a primarily coal town to an iron town.  Richard married a curate’s 
daughter, Mary Sarah Reed, 28 years his junior, but she died without children 13 years later.   
Richard was 90 when he died, still in Middlesborough.  

John and Margaret’s fifth son Henry Howson, born in 1822, had left Giggleswick School and also 
worked for Nasmyth engineers in Lancashire. His first wife, Louisa (Hart) Howson died in 1849 
after the birth of a son Charles Howson. Henry emigrated to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and set 
up as a Patent Solicitor, one of his own designs being a Stand Pipe.   Son Charles, after an 
education at Giggleswick School, of course, joined Henry’s business together with nephew 
Hubert, William’s son, becoming Howson and Howson Solicitors and Patent Agents. Henry 
married again in Pennsylvania and had two more children. Henry died, aged 63, in 1885 from 
‘both heart disease and a carbuncle’ (infected hair follicle under the skin) [7]. Son Charles 
continued in the business until 1923 followed by nephew Hubert until 1943. 

That’s an unexpectedly huge set of life stores from such a small gravestone! 
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This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded gravestone 
inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. It has been written in good 
faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently included errors or breached any copyright I 
apologise and would welcome corrections.  

Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old Settle’ 
family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is ongoing and 
welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the 
Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard project 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Evening Mail, 2 — 
Derbyshire Times, 3 — Nelson Chronicle, 4 — Bury Free Press, 5 — Worcester Journal, 6 — Blackburn 
Standard, 7 — Philadelphia Enquirer 

ph1 — photo credited to Google Maps, ph2 — credited to Wikipedia, ph3 — credited to descendants on 
Ancestry.co.uk, username ColinWells13, ph4 — username yhowson_kidd, ph5 — credited to 
billyscarrow.co.uk, ph6 — with thanks to Giggleswick Church archives. 

SC — Settle Chronicle. WLP — the diaries of William Lodge Paley with the kind permission of the North 
Craven Buildings Preservation Trust 
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