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Sergeant Major William Field Hook

William was born in 1831, the eldest of four children of John Hook, and his wife Susannah
Field. At the time of the 1841 census John’s work as a servant took the family to live in the
wonderful Georgian houses surrounding Regent’s Park in London. John died in 1846 just after
William had started working for the Post Office. By the summer of 1848 William signed up to the
military and this would shape the rest of his life.

In January 1853 he was ‘discharged by payment’ suggesting that he bought his way out of
service. The reason for this was probably that he had just married Anne Shinkwin who was from
a military family, the daughter of a colonel in the 44th regiment and born in India. William’s
occupation was given as an office clerk working at Fulwood Barracks, near Preston. However, by
May the same year he had signed up again and remained an employee until February 1860 when
he was ‘discharged when disembodied’. In the meantime Anne had given birth to Margaret Mary
Hook who died aged six months. Sadly Anne died six months later.

Soon afterwards, in Zante, Greece, William met and married Jane Giovanna Lagomarsino. Jane
was of the Catholic faith and so William converted to Catholicism and their children were
brought up within that faith. They had eleven

children over 20 years, although the eldest William Nowmt Craves Rm:f'l_"l‘rlﬁ.mmm oF &usm

died in infancy. Several grandsons would be named for the past few weeks have been engaged in target
William Field Hook practice at Attermire, for the annuul goverument
. clasdfication. The result of the elassification will slso

determine the members who will have the honour of

. . ting t : ition. f
By June 1860, not long after William’s discharge, ﬁ‘;};:"{“w‘ﬂ“;n-“:p;‘;ij?;? b‘,}‘ﬁe,':,":;‘;;m"“ﬂ‘;‘,f:a‘:

illi i i i i i Gargrave, an Whit-Tuesday. We understand that
William and Jane lived in the Green in Giggleswick General Fiay, the instructor of muskotey at th govorn-

for the birth of their second child. William ment school'at Hythe, has granted a first-cluss certifi-

. . _ cate to Sergeant-Major Hook, of the 2nd Administra-
described himself as a drill instructor. Not only Was  ;eq Battalion of West Yark Rifies, who has rocently

he the drill inspector for Giggleswick School but was ::nllhergonf cg:; :::ml'::t;:i:;ﬂn and t;mu;gaﬂzz
the ‘drill and musketry instructor’ for the North g, bc';’n'f;msmeu;-mjorw battulion, Mr Hook has cver

; . 5 since the formation of the North Craven Rifles credit-
Craven Rifles. By 1863 he was made Sergeant-Major sbly oocupiod the post of drill snd muskbtry instractor

to the battalion [1]. ta that corps,

Jim Nelson wrote about the North Craven Rifles for

The North Craven Heritage Trust, ‘With the deteriorating
relations with France, the Secretary of State for war
permitted county lieutenants to raise volunteer rifle corps.
A meeting was called on 6th June 1854 at the Court House
in Settle; Walter Morrison of Malham Tarn and John
Birkbeck of Anley were joint secretaries and thirty
volunteers signed up. Each was asked to pay £2-1-0 for his
own grey tunic uniform and £3-8-0 for a rifle and bayonet.
Drills were held initially in the meeting room of the Joiners
Arms, now Commercial Yard in Duke Street, Settle, but by
1864 Mr Morrison had provided the drill hall, (now the Scout &S
HQ), at the foot of Castlebergh. From early days Settle __ —gZmLf
Volunteers won fame for shooting. In matches held between &
Skipton, Ingleton and Settle at Malham Tarn, the ‘Morrison
Silver Bugle’ came back to Settle time and time again. The
Attermire range was set up in 1860 by which time there were sixty volunteers. In 1862 Settle
took the top three places when shooting against the rest of Yorkshire at York. The grey uniform
had changed to scarlet but when the unit transferred to the Territorial Army, in 1908, khaki was
introduced. This transfer made no difference to the rifle range; it was well used right up to the
beginning of the first world war.
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The North Craven Rifles met for the first time in
uniform in November 1859 soon after a member
shot a white rabbit at 1000 yards [71]. There
were 50 members, including the band. In
January 1860 William was recruited, giving
‘assiduous attention to the drill, and the
percentage of “first class men” and of
“marksmen” was equal to that of the best
regiments of the regular army’ [ph9], In May 1861
William was commended for his work in the
management and welfare of the corps by Walter
Morrison of Malham Tarn Hall [sc]. Praise indeed.
William did his job well. There were 81 members
in 1872 with some familiar Settle names. He was
a pretty good shot too [sC].

In January, 1860, the connection of Sergt.-Major Hook

with the corps, as drill instructor, which was destined to be
of such long duration and of such great valus, comm?nced.
and others. S8ergt. Major Hook gave assiduous nttenti:);—ic;
the drill, and the percentage of **first-class men™ and.of
“ marksmen ' was equal to that of the best regiments of the
regular army. In fact the Corps felt justified in gonding
teams to compete at York and other places.

K ) # speein]l meeting of the Guar-
digus of ghe W Poor-Law Unimf on Tuesday,
Sergt.-Major Hook {formerly of Lancaster), after a
close coutent, was successful in obtaining the appoint-
mant of registrar of Lirths, deaths, and warringes,
wlﬂch was vicant by the death of Mr. Cowbnrn.

|  AFPPOINTMENT,—~—At

For some reason, William, aged 45, decided on
a change. In November 1876, ‘after a close
contest’, William was appointed as the Registrar
of birth marriages and deaths taking over from

John Cowburn [2]. Then in 1878 the Postmaster
at the Duke Street Post Office, John Battersby,
died and William, going back to his roots, took
over as Postmaster as well as the registrar. The
Post Office was moved to Cheapside in the
Market Place of Settle [ph1] ‘expensively fitted’

and ‘much more commodious’[2]. Wife Jane and the
children helped out. He was a busy man in 1887! [LSA].

SETTLE POST OFFICE.

MARKE? Prack,

—

POSTMASTER vor 13

_—

Me, W. F. HOOK.

ROX CLOSES. DESTINATION.
8.0 a.m.—Local Post only.

11-0 a.m.—Leeds, Menchester, London and North. 'General Mail.

6-30 p.m.—Leeds, Skipton, Manchester, London and North, G i1
7-30 g.m.-—Lanoaster, London, Manchester and North, A Gener;in&r:ill.k.‘l

9.25 p.m —Leeds. General Mail, )
On SUNDAYS the Box closes at 5-45 p.m. General Mail.

These times are subject to the change of time of Mail trains, notice of which is

posted at the office.

OFFICE HOURS.—The Office is open to the public on week days from
During these hours
Postage Stamps may be purchased and Letters registered. Money Order
Postal Orders may be had until

8 a.n. to 8 p.m, ; Sundays from 8 am. to 10 a.m.

Office and Savings Bank closes at 5 p.m.
close of business. |

“Sarrrn.—ExXTR10RDINABRY SHOT.—One of the mem-
bers of Lo * North Craven Rifles,” uot long ago made one
of the most wonderfal shots sver beand of, e haviug
killed & white rabbit st the remarkably Iong distanco of
1,000 yarda, TLp weapon ased was the Bhort Ecfield

ni?::n‘rl Caavsn Rivrrs,—Thia corps will meek for Lhe
Giret time in uniform, on Toosday next, The corpa bus
pow been under drill Jor npwards of 3 months, and has
pitainsd = high state of eloloncy, Tle musis:-roll pom-
bars aboat 50, including the band.

-1 have very great pleasure in here testifying to' the invalu-
ablg services of Serjeant Major Elook in-everything connected
with the management snd welfare of the corps, ‘

o - . - 1 have the honour to be, ' ‘

G it e > Sll:, ) d

;¢ .. v, - Your obedient Servant, |
W. MORRISON, |

—— :Captain Commanding 15th W. R, V_ R. C,

Head Quarlers, Setile, April 24th, 1862; L .

SeTTLE v, SKIirTON —On Wednesday, Octoher 4th, a rifle
match for £5 a side, between ten members of the Settle, and
ten of the Skipton corps, took place at Skipton. The ranges
were 200, U0, and 600 yards, five shots at each range, Wim-
bledon scoring, Hythe position, and new reguiatiou targets.
Relow we give the score, from which it will be seen that the
Settie corps won the match, heading their opponents 42
points :—

SETTLE

200 500 600 Total

Sergt. Major Hook .......... 13 .. 13 .. 9 .. 35
Col. Sergt. Myers .v.vis vunen 5. 4 10029
Sergt Hutehinson............ 16 .13 .. 5 .. 84
Private Buleock ...ueeeeneoe 13 0011 00 12700 36
LI Burrow  .,....0eennnn 17 oo a7l o 9ns. B3
3 OvVINgton seeeeasees.. 13 .. 7 .. 14 ., 34
% Taylor ....... i Bibe I3 e 67 oM 0 m. 19
» o Wikinson....ieveeene 15 00 8 .0 4 .. 27
% W LAY s se s 535 11 Lo le .. 6 .. 27
o |l D00 e A A A A i W M e R
293

T New Post Orrice. —Duriug the pust week the
postal arrangements bave undergone a chauge. The
Post Otlice, which has for mauy years been in Duke
street, has been removed to Cheapside, where Mr.
Hook, the newly-appointed wasier, resides. It hais
been expensively fitted up, and we donbt ot will be
found much more cow nodious as well as possessing
the advantages of a mure cental positicn than the old
Pust Office, and the pablic genzrally wiil be beoefitted
by the chauge of premises.
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William’s work as a registrar included registering the death of many of our graveyard inhabitants
including poor old Annie Simpson in 1889.

1849 . DEATHS in the Sub-Distriotof kel in the Count o of S/ LoobAoduniy
! : [N FERRT A - 1Y t S8 ’ B T9i.

No. | When nd Where Died| Namo and Surname, -+ " +Sex. | :Age. | Rankor Profossion.” | " Cause of Death i | .- sﬁﬁ“ﬁﬂﬁ:‘}:ﬁ&?" ;gl,.,Whangegisw{ed. |Zsigna£nfa f _g.an.l

Columnu-/—, 1. 2, R 3. 4 |

A wonderful family photo [ph3] was taken in the |
early 1880s, perhaps outside the back of the Post
Office. It was carefully staged with William
earnestly studying some paperwork, surrounded
by his family in their Sunday best. At the time of
each census from 1881, William and Jane also
looked after William’s niece Frances Ann
Crossley who was the only surviving child of §
William’s sister Charlotte who died when Frances
was just six. It’s not clear whether any of the
children in the photo is Frances.

William died on 13 February 1896, aged 65 of
kidney failure, certified by Dr Charles William
Buck. William Thomas Bilton, the assistant

registrar, registered his death. William Field Hook left a surprisingly modest estate of just £93
and 15 shillings, worth about £10,000 in today’s value. Jane moved to Goldielands with daughter
Cecilia and niece Frances who both assisted at the Post Office. By 1907 Jane, Cecilia and Frances
had moved to the newly built High Hill Grove. Jane died of a stroke
in 1907, aged 69. Her death was certified by Dr Lovegrove and
James Parker was the replacement registrar.

What of their children? Sons Vincent Eyre Hook and Francis George |
Hook were both day students at Giggleswick School. Vincent used
his education to become an accountant in London. He married Ellen
Leo whose parents had moved to London from Ireland. Vincent and |}
Ellen had three sons and a daughter but Vincent died of
consumption, aged just 28, whilst a passenger on board a ship
‘Akoroa’. The three surviving children [ph4] were brought up in
Settle by William and Jane — quite a houseful! Ellen remarried the
wonderfully named commercial clerk, Culloden Rowan, but he also
died soon afterwards. At the time of the 1911 census, Ellen
appeared to be in prison — a newspaper report of 1908 may be a
clue as to the unfortunate circumstances of her decline,

having being found drunk in the street twice [6]. Amazingly

Vincent’s eldest son, another William Field Hook, had a fU""' - ,,:z:,u. Allegation
career in the navy and son Joseph Francis emigrated to (h¥ she bad found k in the strest

riod,
the States. lot of trouble, b:‘ u.S' now decided ip drisk no
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William and Jane’s son Joseph John Hook seemed quite a character. In 1884 Joseph, aged 16
and two friends were charged with riding their bicycles along Duke Street in Settle with no lights
on [2]. In the process of being stopped by the police Joseph’s bike was damaged. Joseph John
was defended by George Marshall Robinson who led a debate as to the exact definition of the
times that bicycle lights were required and pointed out that Joseph was well known so didn’t
need to be stopped with any force. The boys paid a nominal fine of 6 pence plus costs.

Tae PoLice aND rHE Brcvoursts.—At the petty omission to provide lamps.  Hook was dismousted in a |
sessions on Tuesday, before J. Birkbeck, Esq. (chair- niost summary mauner, suffering a severe shakiog, and
man), Rev. H. J. Swale, H. Christie,aud J. Birkbeck, his machine was damaged, and he (M. Robinson) sub-
joo., Esqrs., Thowas Raynor Hartley, Wm. Maudsley, | mitted that Hook being well known in Settle there was

aod Josepb Juhn Hook, all of Setile, youths, were | 1o oceasion to stop him for the purposa of taking his !

charge] by the police with a breach of the bye laws. l pame. As the Bench would have observed from the

Mr. G. M. Robinson appeared for defeadants.—Supt. PR A :
Tnman haviog stated thg pature ot the charge, ¢ a"%d character of the cross examination proceedings against |

P.C. Jessop (Langeliffe) who said that oo the 14th the officers were contemplated. — Defendants were
ord}elred to pay a nominal tine of 6d4., with 23. 64. costs
cach. |

inst., at 9 5 p.m., he saw the defeadauts riding bicycles ‘
along Duke street from the direction of the Market |
Place, the machines having at the time no lamps at-
tached. — P.C. Renovard (Settle) zave corroborative

Serrux—BicycLisTs AND TEE PoLick —At the
Sattle Connty Court yexterday - before Mr T, H. Ingham,
jndyge—two policemen named respectivaly John Win
Jesop and Wm., Hmnard, were susd by Jnu%h Jahin
Hool, n youth, (or £3 10w, id. for damages to = bisycle,
asaault, and iueYal arrest.  On the 14th ultime, plazntid
am two companions, whilst ridingupon their bicycles along
Duke Streit abuut uine pm., were stupped by defendants
bk e g b, o i

u wi, Jewsop got ntifls
:qlehm :ln‘v.h the resultthat the Iatter was throws besvily
%o the ground, and the maching waa broken. The yuuths
were subavquently sammonnd before the magiatraws, who

inflicted the pominal pen of 64 and costs [for Lhe
hreach of the bye lams, His now told Jemsop, who
tha other defentant having decamped, that

P tiad excoeded their duty, and entered & verdiot fur
B e s with oot . .

Incredibly, Joseph John Hook then took the policemen to court to sue them for damage to his
bicycle [3]. His Honour decided that the policemen had ‘exceeded their duty’ and fined them £2!
Joseph John soon decided on a military career. At the age of 22 he married Catherine Keenan
in Bangalore in India and spent the rest of his life there with his family [ph5].

Most of William and Jane’s other children moved away. Francis George became a railway clerk,
Mary Hellen took Holy Orders and served in York, Emily Jane married an insurance agent and
Matilda Field Hook married a draper. Elizabeth died aged

27 and Louisa Agnes aged 26. William and Jane’s -
daughter Cecily/Cicely/Cecilia, born in 1869, stayed in
cousin Frances Ann Crossley. In 1890 Cecily and brother ‘
n
| I
e U) {

Settle and looked after her parents together with her
James Lagomarsino Hook began employment with the Post
Office in Settle as telegraph and sorting clerks.

Two years after her mother died, in 1909, Cecily married

Robert Joseph Rawdin who had moved to Settle from

Leicestershire. She was 39 when she married although at 1 d

the time of the 1911 census claimed she was just 34. She
had two daughters. The family lived in High Hill Grove with
cousin Frances Ann Crossley. A great photo of the
Edwardian era shows Cecily with one of her sisters [phé]. s

settleresearch@gmail.com
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Robert Joseph Rawdin

Robert (Bob), born in 1874, was the son of Thomas Rawdin and his wife Sarah Ann Lilly, born in
Bottesford between Nottingham and Grantham. For some reason Robert was the one selected
out of ten siblings to be brought up by his childless aunt and uncle William and Eliza (Lilly)
Sutton. Robert must have been well educated as he became a solicitor’s clerk. In Settle he
worked for Mr Wm Hartley and Mr J H Vant’s solicitors. Bob was known to be a sporting man —
cricket [ph8], billiards [ph7], shooting and fishing. In 1905 a poem was written about the Cricket
Club team, the year they won the Ribblesdale League, when Bob was Vice-Captain alongside
Charles Alured Swale. |t included the verse:

Bob Rawdin is Vice-Captain, and well he does his work,
For when his chief is absent he’s never known to shirk;
He is a steady batsman and as a stumper he does stand;
Bob also is the leader of old ‘Macnamara’s Band.’

Bob served in the 6th Duke of
Wellington’s regiment in France
during the war until he was invalided
home [4]. Robert posed outside what
was the White Horse Inn in the
Market Place [ph2].

Robert died in 1930, aged 57 and
Cecily followed in 1938, aged 68
(although burial records say 65). '
They were buried with their

daughter Mary Josephine who died, Messrs. Oldham and Marsh, Melton Mowbray.
aged just eight. Cecily’s parents and ' oo of ol pocs, Vo chiefseerentions diving
sisters Elizabeth and Louisa Agnes are Wheo war Lroke out Lo was & memb of ihe

Bth Duke of Wellington's Regiment, ani

buried in the same plots. The author of the obituary got psececded to France with them early in 1915,

. . . ‘ serving until late. in 1817, when he was
slightly confused, suggesting he was buried at ‘the Roman in«alided home.  Tio was of n quiet and
Catholic Church of the Holy Ascension’ [4] — a graveyard fOr = e jteumbor tosk “Sihec ™ 40r fenle.

mixed denominations was quite unusual in athelic Chutch of (he Holy Ascensian,
Settle, where, for the last twenty.soven yoars

4 those days, and still is. Where they do exist, Mr. Rawdin had been Master of Ceremon:s,
. . . . the sormon heing conductedd by the Rev.
other denominations tend to be buried in @ Jowph MeAnhfle. The Iarge sttendance was

separate area but at Holy Ascension they are ;;';'.‘.'&"-:’ o b stesa .L?v;'&itbbyu'i
randomly mixed with all other burials. A ¥idow and onc daughter.

commemorative stone was added much later.

| Tur Dearn has occurred of Me. Robert J.
~ " Rawdin, son of the late Mr. Thomas, and of
Mrs. Rawdin. Deecased, who was 57 years

of nge, ‘::ml away at Settle, Yorks., where

he had been employed by the Iste Mr. Wm,

Harlley and Mr, J, H. Vant, slicitors, ax

cicrk. Previonsly, Mr. Rawdin was with

In loving memory of the Hook and Rawdin families 1892 - 1999, Old C4/5

Robert and Cecily’s daughter Christine stayed in Settle working as a photographer’s assistant for
Anthony Horner but later, when the Horner business was

bought out, she worked for plumber Eddie Percy. Christine

was, for a while, associated with Eli Simpson, the influentiat ~ONE OF BOTTESFORD’S
and controversial British caver and speleologist, and a OLDEST RESIDENTS
founding member of the British Speleological Association. Eli

is buried in the grave NewD1. Christine eventually married A muchrespected and well- known rest:

ictine’ of Mr. Thomas Rawdin. has passed away
when she was aged 72. Perhaps Christine’s ashes are scattered § Bl i Hoie the home of hor sahein.

i ’ ins? law and daughter. Mr. and Mrs. J. Hall,
with her parents’ remains? law and daughte oo Ang e

(3( I;A]er tstml sg(rl.s four scr\'i:is lm gim \:‘:.1

. . ana ail attain nop-comm on Tank, |

What of Robert’s own family? Robert’s father Thomas Rawdin Three became sergeants. and Mr. Harry

. . . Rawdin, who served on the Rhine after

was a canal labourer based in Bottesford who died in 1927, hosttmltes. le{tt!heA ser;;iceas a quarter-

. . . master-sergeant. nower son, ¢ late

aged 77. Robert predeceased his mother who died in 1937, se gtamt'l‘“}!av;'du}\q. Qg:’lrm‘i in an heroic

. (3% t tral's Ne urin e ut
aged 88 and was ‘one of Bottesford’s oldest residents’ [4]. The African War. but was killed later while
foliowing his employment on the rallway.
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article gave details of four out of six sons who served in the war. Robert’s brother, Sergeant
Thomas Rawdin served in the Boer War and was awarded a medal for distinguished conduct in
the field when using his Maxim gun in the field at Nitral’s Nek in July 1900. Mr Bennett Burleigh
mentioned ‘the most heroic thing in the Lincoln’s fight was the conduct of Sergeant Rawdin.

" of the Maxim gun. He was afterwards awarded tho
‘s medal for distinguisked conduet in the feld., Mr,
' Bennett Buarleigh, telegraphing from Proforia to the
o Daily Telagraph, thus vecounted the incident in which =

Rawdin played so gallant & part :—* The most heroic

thing in tae Lincolas’ fight was ths conduct of
Sarzeant Rawdin, who worked the Maxim which waa
_ supporting the D and F Companies, The enemy
concontrating a venomous fira upon the BMaxim, he
y ordered the othors to ratire, and remained alone serving
§ the gun.  The Maxim actuslly jamimed under fire.
| He then dissectioned it. Recoupling the parts, he
B resumed firing the gun, which was sayed from caplure W
i by Yolunteers of the D Company, who dragged it out. F i

'he weapon is pitbed with bullet marks.” 7-14‘ * . 5

-

.

The enemy concentrated venomous fire upon the Maxim -

Rawdin was using. He ordered the others to retire and DECAPITATED AT COLWICK
remained alone with the gun which jammed. He then
dissectioned it, recouped the parts and resumed the PLATELAYER'S TERRIBLE DISCOVERY
fight. The weapon is pitted with bullet marks’[4, ph9]. ON THE RAILWAY

Thomas retired from the army soon after and worked as a 4 wscuing scidunt accarred early yestardey
. . . : o : :
platelayer for the railway at Colwick, Nottinghamshire. B:;:‘:;_ = '?p,:g‘hlb:n%:dl\vﬂhﬂ

Tragically he was killed when a train ran over him while e Eo-ill_njgg ::don; bt:-: .l;:n. B'mnlﬂwu'u
he was clearing snow. He would have had a quick death  tstion be came nc:vn.tbo dismambered b body of &

[5]. mnn lying across the metals.
-

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which
has recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those
buried. It has been written in good faith with no offence intended. If | have inadvertently
included errors or breached any copyright | apologise and would welcome corrections.

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard
project and can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project. The ‘Old
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.

Illustrations kindly provided by Teresa Gordon, Poem with thanks to Peter Metcalfe of Settle
Cricket Club

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Kendal
Mercury, 2 — Lancaster Gazette, 3 — Yorkshire Post, 4 — Grantham Journal, 5 — Nottingham
Daily Journal, 6 — Islington Gazette

ph1 — credit the Back in Settle Facebook page, contributed by descendant, Sarah Johnson, ph2
— posted by Ben Mackenzie, ph3 — credited to ancestry.co.uk, username davidJM2018, ph4 —
credited to ancestry.co.uk, username Johnsonnest? (a descendant), ph5 — credited to
ancestry.co.uk, username psellek, ph6 — credited to the Back in Settle facebook page, posted
from Rachel Richards’ collection, ph7 — with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings
and preservation Trust, ph8 — credited to the Back in Settle facebook page, posted by Steve
Cowburn, ph9 — credited to ancestry.co.uk, username wedge 35
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LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings
Preservation Trust
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