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Robert Weymes, the gardener to the Stangfeld family

19th century houses didn’t have domestic gardens as such; families kept pigs and wildfowl in
back yards for a bit of extra food. ‘Gardeners’ worked in the grounds of the large estates — think
Capability Brown in Settle. As the quality of memorial stones demonstrate, despite being in
service to someone else, this was a lucrative occupation.

Robert Weymes, born in 1812, named a variety of birth places throughout his life including
Northamptonshire, Westmorland and London! In 1845 he married Ann Saville from Heworth,
York, and their first child, Louisa was born at Kilnwick Percy, a small village in the grounds of
the Kilnwick Percy Hall (now a Buddhist meditation centre). The current building was completed
in 1845 and Robert was employed as a gardener, probably to help establish the gardens.

Robert moved to Cowling Hall near Skipton, working as Head

R. WEYMES, Gardener and employing two men. By 1853, son George

GARDENER AND SEEDSMAN, Robert was born in Settle. Robert ran his own business as a
HE 'GREEN, § R

EGS to announce that ke has received s stk of  gardener and seedsman, living at Green Head in Upper

GARDEN SLEDS of the neweet and best varietice in X
VEGETABLE . AND FLOWER SEEDS. Settle [sc]. By 1857 the family had moved to Chapel Street
b to e autention 1o the me D awr. and could afford a servant, probably linked to
T 2 o tocop #2: =~ Robert’s appointment as gardener to George

Stansfeld at Ashfield on Duke Street.

In affectionate remembrance of Robert Weymes of Settle who died Feb 2, 1868 aged 54
years. The Lord is my shepherd | shall not want. Also Mary Louisa Agar niece of R & A
Weymes who died June 17 1872 aged 22. years. Her end was at peace. Also of Ann, R
widow of the above who died June 8 1885, aged 74 years. Rest in the Lord, B2 oM e

T~ et

Robert and Ann’s daughter, Louisa Weymes, had the honour of working as nursemaid to the
family of Reverend Hogarth Swale, the first vicar of the church at Ingfield Hall (now The Falcon
Manor) before she married a carpenter James Aitkins. ... .. seve ocon cow or ns o
James became the ‘estate carpenter’ at Bolton Abbey. ;?,';ig:.m?,;.:‘ ‘ s}}&fé“e'é’\eﬁ"“};fdthe e
Robert and Ann’s son, George Robert Weymes was ‘one of —Sifvemmand ahasesam i
the best wicket keepers Settle ever had’ [cH]. He became a plumber and married
Alice Ann Overing, a tailor’s daughter - see below. Alice died, aged 37, after the

birth of her third son and is buried in the Old grave E39 all by herself.

March 4th 1862 died April 29th 1899. Thy Will Be Done, Old E39

After Alice died, George Robert went into business with William e

] + HAYTON & s
Hayton, the son of John Hayton the bookbinder [LSA]. George Regist%;@ % ‘l“;i;";i!;’:s,

married a.gain and his new wife Marggret Tebay helped him bring Dl Mo Tt G T
up the children and they moved to Clitheroe. AUTHORIZED WATER FITTERS to the Settle

Robert and Ann also brought up their niece, Mary Ann Louisa { Wi Pg}’f;i;f?ﬂ:“i@,}iﬁtff“ it
Agar. She has her own grave and gravestone. Mary Ann was born g, pittinss Fixed, Cleaned and Bepaired,
in Sheriff Hutton, York, the youngest of five children of Ann 2 e selocion of Glabes oad Gompuners.
Saville and James Agar, an agricultural labourer. Mary Ann was | &= Amateur Greenhouses and Frames complete.
less than a year old when her mum died in 1851 and still only four L. Zrmeenee Free o 7
when her dad died in 1854. So, Mary Ann Louisa was brought up

by her aunt, Ann Weymes, in Settle. In 1871, Mary Ann Louisa worked in the
grand Hanover Square in Leeds with her cousin Elizabeth Ann Saville. They were *
‘waiting maids’ to Mrs Sarah Charlesworth, the mother of Charles Henry |
Charlesworth. Charles had established himself as a solicitor in Settle. Mary Ann

Louisa died a year later, aged just 22.

Mary Ann’s brothers all survived and she was clearly in touch with them after
settleresearch@gmail.com



Settle Graveyard Project

their parents’ death. Her brother, Saville Agar, married Margaret Ann Knowles in Settle in 1872.
Margaret was the daughter of Mary (Harger) Knowles who had died at Margaret’s birth.
Margaret was brought up by relations. Saville, a gardener, and Margaret lived in Dringhouses, in

York. Saville won awards for his turnips and celery.

Uzath from Exposure near West Hartlepool,
d—;\n r;;qlw:«: wus‘;:lglgo.: \\;_a-sli. Hartlepoul yester-

] i " ay alternoon on v of Thumas Baville]
Qaville, Weymes and Overing families I (3%), Iate foreman m a gram warchouse at Rg
t Hartlepool,  Deceased, who bad ueen suffering
|from *iniiuenza, resided  in  Sunderland-
| street, Ho left his home for a walk
l l fun  Saturduy morning, and liter the same
. » ) day was secn wundering in a field near Dalten
Jane Saville = Agar Ann Saville = Robert Weymes John Overing = Howarth Piercy, about :our miles from Wess Hartlopool,
| Ho was afterwards secn % get over a hedge into
1 l l ‘amother field and sit down. Nothing more wae
g-endor heard o; lm;;_ utrlni!lnlg:jut nine o'clock on
. _ . : 1 tnday night, when his deac y was found ina
MAL Agar LOU.ISﬁ’ George Robert = [1 Alice Overing  William Arthl{r ' ’ﬁe! d ‘mlmi'imr to Mr Dobson, £ a)- mer.—Mr John
= Aitkins =5Slund = Whitfield | Fri%zle, retirel farwer, said he found deceased
lyng on his back. He was then dead, and the
tudy unte cold.  Ti:ere were no mari:s of violence
on the: Liody. —Dr, Digoart said he was of opinion

Thomas Saville = Mary Fisher

Olive Sallie that deuhhw.ss ({;la o exhaustion, caused by ex-
sure Lo the weather, — i ? -y
- Marson - Eastwood (l;:tu:: t;:“ :;::-:' her.—The jury returned a ver

Mary Ann’s bother Thomas Saville Agar died suddenly at the age of 53 from exhaustion and
exposure following influenza after a life working in a grain warehouse [7]. Some families just
don’t have much luck.

John Overing, tailor

John, born in 1823 in Airton, was the only son of carpenter Timothy Overing and Ann Ell who
died soon after John’s birth. Timothy remarried and had several other children. Timothy, via his
sister Ellen Overing, was an uncle of John Preston who ran the Joiner’s Arms in Duke Street,
Settle for decades.

By the time of the 1841 census 17 year old John was  BETABLISHED 1843 1

serving an apprenticeship with draper Thomas Walker in OVERING & SONS, |

the Market Pl the site of th tC d : . . ;
e Market Place (on the site of the current Coop) and, %3&#1‘31959 PapQFS & Hﬂtﬁ@l‘s

according to adverts [SC, LSA], had set up his own drapery DUKE:BTREET. SETTLE

business by 1843. He sold ‘Gent’s felt and tweed hats, Have always.on bund - carefallyscloctad sisckct

firs, handkerchiefs, mufflers, collars, cuffs and braces’. ~ WORSTEDS, WEST OF ENGLAND & SCOTCH TWEEDS
He also had ‘a splendid stock of ready made clothing’. GENTS' FELT & TWEED HATS,
Ready made clothing was quite a novelty in those days as = ies, Handkerchiefs, Flufflers, Collars, Cufls & Brases.
the wealthy used tailors to make clothes for them and A SPLENDID STOGK OF 1
the poor used a variety of home-made or hand-me- REHD¥-MHDE.§. ch@lﬂHING,
downs. '

In 1844 John married Elizabeth Howarth from Prestwich, Rt E““‘é’xogﬁz“ﬁ‘de’ T
Lancashire and they had five sons and daughter Alice J. OVERING’S
(who married George Robert Weymes, above) while groTHING ESTABLISHMENT,
they lived in Chapel Street. The first two sons, John and ' Duke Street, Setile,

Where there will he found upwards of a hundred Suits of

James died in infancy. A further son named John alsO  gigrerc sises andshupes ; likewisca good cheice of Woolen
died in infancy. Sadly a 50% infant mortality rate was not Clotbs of every description, Fancy Trousers Cloths i 859 &

good stock of Silk and Felt Hats of the newest designs,

unusual in those days. They had two other sons, William  Ceps) Necktics, Ehirts, Collars, and Ladies” Stays.
and Arthur All ordeis lreated with despatch.

John ran a successful business with apprentices working for him at the time of each census
return. His apprentices included Robert Hamilton, son of Annie Hamilton who married James
Twisleton.
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By the time of the 1861 census John was working SETTLE.

< * 5 . e
from a property in Duke Street near the Golden FPrererTy Suir.—The mania for neqniring house
. . . property in Settle has hardly yet shown sizns of subsi-
Lion. His neighbours for many years were Jeuce,&s;-[ax g;uvedhy the sale of thiee shops in Duke
. . street uu Monday evening. Mr. Johin Overing and Mr.
ironmonger George Amb{er and banker Frank Ellrs:. Seorze Ambler purchased the premi mfy el
In 1874 John and neighbour George Ambler’s md,-‘[r-‘\‘ulwm I,):szon“was the purchaser «f iie
i i ~i surriers shop, occupi ), dy D=
businesses were sufficiently successful to enable jery realised something over zi%:”:ﬁichi"fm‘ﬁ;:
them to purchase their properties in a mania for twice the awount it was valued at about 10 years ago.
- . Mr. W. Hurtley acted as solicitor for the veudor, and
acquiring house property [2]. The auctioneer was 3. Johu Cuwbnrn was the auctioneer.

John Cowburn.

John died in 1885, aged 61 and is buried in the Ancient graveyard in an unmarked grave,
hopefully with his three infant children. It’s surprising he wasn’t given a gravestone by
descendants, especially as he left a sizeable estate.

So what happened to their surviving sons?

John and his sons William and Arthur were CLAPHAM - ‘
active members of the Liberal Club and elected = Caicker.—Crapmam v. SEPTLE —A cricket match
e was played at Clapham on Batnrday, the 20th inst. E
LiSsRAL CLuB.—The 18¢h anuual geveral mooting of between the Claphan: and Settle Clubs, It was a well
tho mumbers of the above club was hell at club, on contested zame. euding in favour of Clapham on the
Monday 'a:t. Mr, F, Holmes presided, nod there were first innings,  The bow ing of W. Overing ana Lister ‘

prasont about 50 others. The t-casurers’ raport ehowed s i, beine conti

the Club tobe lna alood posivlon, There % as lasceate ;:ft;u; ua): Ir‘{:r?;nu::(limlly TO'I: the spot. "Mr. Lster’s

of membxrs durlog the yeur. The umber 08 e 18  one'Gantal caichis were s o ovas good, and

t.r good selection o an i- S oth sides. The

‘%nc wus made for the mext six mzm Th.pl.lbnry following s the score :—

jroviam groat abrraction. Durng the year 1413 booke ) CLAPHAM,

bave been fssued, ronowal not bsing counted as separate Lst I wings. 2ael_ Tanings,

imuee. J. A Forer, Eig., wo electod Peosident, Mr, Rev. T. 1. Mac.Gill bW. st G. Weymes b D.

Charles J. Lord wrs re-slected Hon, Becratsry, sud Overing . ............. 10 Burdley 3

Messrs, W, nnd A, Overlog wore sleoted Treasurers, Lister b W. Overing . ..... 16 b W. Overing 23

Genera! snd Regivtr.tion Committees were elected. E. Brooks ¢ E. G. Kobinson B REETEE

The foillowing wers eolooted Liorarian.:—Mossre. R, b . Ralph. 14 b Bordl ]

Clurk, A, Overisg, Wm. Gyte, H. Roberts, J. Thwaite, Teeffit b W. Overing. .. 5 b Omisg ---------- o

Joues Butler, Jobn Overing, and Edwerd Lerd, | L. 8““‘.9 ¢ W Huyton b W, B
Treasurers. [4]. William was a fine cricketer and IHETNE oeniies i 2mocnt........... - 0

R.J. Giieve b W. Overing 0 ¢ Ralph b Bordley .. 7
so was probably good friends with brother-in-law | L. Faruduy b \\".Overing,’.; 2¢ Ovell?inu b Ruhix’;snn 3

George Robert Weymes. There are numerous - Dobsa b D, Bordiey .. 4 ¢ Ralph b Overing .. 3

- ) Il?,l'l run out L., ..., 0 b Overing.......... [}

reports of William’s success especially as a 3\ IIl‘em_mnth W. Overing.. 0 lr:oé Ot eeiiiaaas g
e i : . Harnssnuot out ...... 0 Vering ..o oevv-ns

bowler. This is typical [2]. The report was rather Bxtias oo 5 “]_E‘;"’*’m _______ 1

generous, ‘a well contested game’ — Settle were — —

Total ..........55 Total ..... cerill)

well and truly beaten on this occasion. : it

William continued his father’s business in Duke Street and looked after mum
Elizabeth until she died in 1914, aged 90! William married Sallie Lund and they
had two daughters. William and Sallie’s son, Alfred, had died in infancy. Sally
died after the birth of the second daughter, unsurprisingly also named Sallie, in
1911, so William brought up the girls alone. William was also known to make an
‘Ulster’ coat [ph1] for Dr Buck. This musical connection was important to this
family aa William was a founder and led the Settle Choral Society and was the
organist at Settle Parish Church. William and Sallie’s daughter, Olive Overing,
was a talented pianist, having been taught by Fred Lord, another church organist. She
accompanied the early silent movies projected in Settle and had to adapt the style of her
playing to suit the mood of the film whether it was lively, sad, tense etc. That takes some skill!
She was well acquainted with Dr Charles William Buck and joined his musical evenings,
occasionally joined by composer, Edward Elgar. Olive was trained to sing by Mary Benson who
dominated the Amateur Operatic Society for years. Olive later married Sidney Marson, a
wireless radio engineer who came from Leeds. They lived in Kirkgate in Settle. William and
Sallie’s second daughter Sallie married Victor Eastwood Eastwood, a weaver and the son of
William Eastwood Eastwood of Earby. How strange! William Eastwood Eastwood’s father was

settleresearch@gmail.com
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called Eastwood Eastwood and he was the illegitimate son of Ann Eastwood. Victor and Sallie

lived in Earby.

William Overing died in 1926, aged 77 and is buried in the unmarked grave Old DX21 with wife

Sallie, infant son Alfred and mum Elizabeth.

Meanwhile John and Elizabeth’s son Arthur
Overing was a clever lad. Several reports
celebrate him winning prizes in spelling bee
competitions [CH]. After an education at
Giggleswick School Arthur also entered his father’s
business. However, he was a bit of an
entrepreneur! During the 1890s Arthur sold
garden seeds which may have been linked to his
role as secretary to the North Ribblesdale
Horticultural Society [LSA]. By the time of the
1901 census Arthur had become a cycle dealer,

selling, repairing and teaching customers how to
cycle — bicycles were becoming very popular in the [/
early 1900s. By 1911 he was an ‘agent and traveller’ For UP-TO-DATE CYCLES!
in Barnoldswick. Arthur also worked as a full time — =

correspondent for several North Ribblesdale ARTHUR OYERING Cycle Depot
) ’

newspapers.
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GARDEN SEEDS,
jsg*;ig ARTHUR OVERING:

Chapel Street, SETTLE.

S

T

For the convenience of buyers a full stock of DIBEIES
SPECIALTIES will be kept.
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SreLuive Bee.—One of these popular entertain-
ments was given under the of the Scaleber
of Good Tem in Mechanics” Hall,
on Friday evening, 17th inst. Mr. Brockbank
acted as both referee and interrogator, and performed
| the arduous duties of his office to the satis-
faction of all. The ladies carried all before them,
the first prize being won by Miss Elizabeth Leeming,
and the second by Miss Jane Isabella Preston. In a
second tournament, the first prize fell to Mr. ur
and the second to Miss Polly ;
Scveral other contests were en in, and a very
[ pleasant evening was enjoy icti

The
‘m?n a standard was Nuttall's (Wame's

=— —
F“g t TSR e

'
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CHAPEL STREET, SETTLE.
REPAILRS by Skilled Workmen.

Cyeling carefully taught and customers convenience studied in
every detail.

PRICES STRICTLY MODERATE.
Workshop—BACK CHAPEL STREET.

| —

e

Like his brother, Arthur was a talented musician, being clarinetist of ‘more than local repute’,
leading the Settle Amateur Orchestra and also being an organist at Settle Parish Church. He was
secretary for the Craven Vocalists. During the war Arthur was a shell inspector at Woolwich,
Blackburn and Manchester for which he received a good service medal from Lloyd George.

In 1876 Arthur married Mary Whitfield from Dent and

this was to be a long and happy relationship. They had
four sons and three daughters although, again, three
sons, Matthew, William and an unnamed son died in Barnoldswick Couple’s Diamond
infancy and are buried in the Ancient graveyard. Two Wedding.

of the daughters, Elizabeth and Johannah were !o:;"' and Mrs, Arthur Overing, of Welling-
twins, who survived! In 1936 Arthur and Mary were Street, Barnoldswick, celebrated thelr
able to celebrate their diamond wedding anniversary
[3] just a few years before they died, in January 1939,
within hours of each other. They were buried at the |

OLD COUPLE BURIED TOGETHER

The {uneral took place at Barnoldswick,
yvesterday, of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Overing,
who died last Saturday within a few hours
of each other: The town's oldest married
couple, they celebrated thelr diamond
weddIng anniversary over three years ago.
They were very devoted, and had expressed
the hope that one would not long cutlive
the other. Mr, Overing was 87 and his wife
84, Thelr remsins were interred in one
grave. J

MARRIED 60 YEARS.

ul’\mOnd wedding yeaterdny.
Sn“r' Overing, whao is B3, was born 4t
. ‘Ute. After leavinsz Giggleswick Schoel, he
Merey his father's business as o men's oute
Df"‘:' In Settle, and later acted as eorre-
hxmpnt for several newspapers, Entering
1p., Motor cytle trade, he hulll up-a fiourish-
,hﬁnlmsmcu. During the War he wag @
My, luspector at Woolwich, Blackburn and
Nchester.
’SQ”'” many years Mr, Overing plaved (n the
D, e Amateur Orchestra. Hn was Blso &
Mher of the Craven Vocnlists, .
Q.,;‘l.rs. Overing, who !s 81, was horn at
Qh”thmp, near Dent, The couple have four
Rr dten, 14 grandchildren, and nine Bgreat-
ihdenlldren,

L]
1
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same time in Barnoldswick [3]. If the press are
to be believed, they had four children, 14
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren! |,
Arthur and Mary’s son John Whitfield Overing, |
another tailor, married firstly Ann Moore, the
sister of Rathmell’s John Moore and then
Blanche Duxbury, the daughter of the Settle

oatcake maker William Duxbury. i

This relic of ‘Overing and Sons’ was found in
an antique shop in Newark in January 2024!

[ph2].

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has
recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. It has

been written in good faith with no offence intended. If | have inadvertently included errors or breached
any copyright | apologise and would welcome corrections.

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard project
and can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project. The ‘Old Settle’ family
tree on Ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is ongoing and welcomes
queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the Facebook page
‘Settle Graveyard Project’.

Newspaper cutting with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Daily Gazette for
Middlesborough, 2 — Lancaster Gazette, 3 — Leeds Mercury, 4 — Lancaster Guardian

CH - with the kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer
SC — Settle Chronicle, with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings Preservation Trust

LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings Preservation
Trust

ph1 — credited to Wikipedia, author unknown, ph2 — credited to the Back in Settle Facebook site,
submitted by Jill Rushton
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