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Stephen Hargrave, farming the largest farm in West Yorkshire

In the 1850s, over a third of Craven workers were involved in farming.  After land 
owners, tenant farmers were some of our wealthiest residents.  They rented 
farms from the land owners and made money primarily from mainly cattle with a 
few sheep. 


Stephen Hargraves, born in 1792 was ‘a landed proprietor and farmer of 2250 acres’, yes 2250 
acres, at Stockdale Farm (behind Upper Settle).  In 1851 there were only three other farms of 
this size in the whole of West Yorkshire. Stephen rented most of the land from the Dawsons (who 
also owned Langcliffe Hall, the Folly and Marshfield amongst others) and from Thomas Clapham 
of Stackhouse. Stephen was one of the few farmers involved in the droving trade, providing 
grazing for herds of sheep and cattle as they were marched across the country to market. 


Stephen and his son Robert were regular 
prizewinners at the North Ribblesdale 
Agricultural Show, this in 1853 [1].


In 1818, Stephen married Isabella Holgate who 
allegedly descended from Archbishop Robert Holgate of York. Robert just about managed to 
survive the turmoil of Henry VIII’s rule, although was defrocked by Queen Mary. Stephen retired 
in 1853 after the death of son William and lived at Rock House on Castle Hill, which his wife had 
inherited. Stephen and Isabella had 11 children, 
including twins but only three survived him. 
Stephen died in 1859, aged 67, after a failed gall 

bladder operation, according to 
family records [A].


E19 Sacred to the memory of Stephen Hargraves formerly of Stockdale and late of 
Settle who died February 19th 1859 aged 67 years and Isabella his wife who died 
September 7th 1861 aged 68 years. Also of William their second son who died June 
19th 1853 aged 28 years. Two daughters survive by whom this stone is erected.


Stephen has the honour of two gravestones in his name. 
In addition to this grave at Holy Ascension, Stephen also 
has a family tomb right next to the front door of St 
Alkelda’s Church in Giggleswick inscribed ‘The family 
grave of Stephen Hargrave’.  It probably contains his dad 
John and children John, aged 28, twins Alice and 
Elizabeth who died in their teens, infant Isabella and 
toddler Thomas. Next to it is the grave of Stephen’s 
daughter Annie Batten and her husband John, who was 

the principal clerk in Her Majesty’s Customs 
and Excise. Annie died in 1900, leaving the 
equivalent of nearly £1 million to her son.  
In 1910, John died leaving the equivalent of 
just £40,000. Interesting.... The grave 
inscription bears the Batten coat of arms. 
Annie has a memorial window dedicated to 
her ‘by her husband and son’ at St Alkelda’s, 
as reported in the Parish Magazine.
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Robert Hargraves, born in 1828, was the third son of Stephen and 
Isabella. Robert married Isabella Jane Wilson and took over 
Stockdale Farm when his dad retired.  Unfortunately Robert died of 
tuberculosis, aged 32, just six months after his dad [A].


Robert’s sister Jane married Adam Brown, a handsome Scottish 
farmer, and they lived in Dumfriesshire [A]. Robert’s wife Isabella 
was Adam Brown’s cousin.  Family notes describe that Isabella was 
‘inclined to be rather tiresome'! She outlived her husband by 52 
years, and family letters describe how Adam managed Isabella’s 
finances during this time, helping her live off railway investments. 
Family letters written in the 1860s show the 
precarious nature of the investments [A].   


Isabella lived in Birkenhead with her son Stephen and died there in May 1911.  
She is buried back in Settle with Robert. Their stone commemorates two year old 
grandson ‘Robbie’, the son of their second son Robert, who had emigrated to 
Melbourne, Australia. Little Robbie died in 1911 in Melbourne and is not in this 
grave — did Isabella ever meet him?


In memory of Robert Hargraves who died at Stockdale on the 29th Octr 1859 aged 
32 years, third son of Stephen and Isabella Hargraves of Rock House, Settle.  Also of 
Isabella Jane Wilson, wife of the above named Robert Hargraves died on the 21st 
May 1911 aged 78 years. “Robbie” grandson of the above and son Robert and Alice 
Hargraves of Melbourne Australia died March 1911 aged 2 yrs. E24


This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project.  The project has 
recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those 
buried.  The ‘Old Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes all the families buried in the 
graveyard. The project is ongoing, and always welcomes queries, information and family 
knowledge on setteresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the Facebook page 
Settle Graveyard Project.


[A] Thanks to the descendants of this family for help with the compilation of this story, and 
family photos and letters from Ancestry.co.uk. 


Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Leeds 
Intelligencer
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