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Thomas Redmayne, labourer 
There were several Redmayne families in Settle.  These Redmaynes were a typical working class 
family doing their best to make ends meet. Thomas Redmayne, born in 1839, was the son of 
John Redmayne and Ellen Holgate, who spent most of their lives farming in in Horton-in-
Ribblesdale.  

In 1862 Thomas married Isabella Batty whose brother Robert Batty ran the Crown Vaults in 
Settle.  Thomas worked as a labourer while Isabella had 13, yes 13 children.  
Isabella died soon after the birth of the last child, William, when she was 
43.  She must have been exhausted.  They lived in Proctor’s Row.  

In loving memory of Thomas Redmayne of Procter’s Row died May 4th 1891 
aged 52 years. Also Isabella his wife died Sept 25th 1886 aged 43 years. Also 
of Sarah Ann aged 13 years. Isabell and Richard aged 1 year. Isabel aged 5 
years (children of the above), Old A16 

Daughter Sarah Ann died, aged 13, and is buried in the Ancient graveyard 
but commemorated on this stone. Isabella and Richard died in infancy in 
1868 and 1876 and have no burial record but are commemorated on their 
parents’ stone.  Thomas and Isabella named their next son Richard and a 
later daughter Isabella. They also had another daughter named Isabel who 
died in 1887, aged 5, six months after her mother. Isabel is buried in the 
adjacent grave Old AX17 but is commemorated on this stone. 

Youngest son William was only six when his father died. The older siblings looked after the 
younger ones and moved to Accrington to find work in the mills. Sixth child Thomas was captain 
of the church bellringers in 1895 before they left Settle. He married his first cousin Ellen Mary 
Redmayne in Accrington.  

Thomas’ uncle was Richard Redmayne, born in 1809 in Clapham but brought up in Horton-in-
Ribblesdale. Richard worked for his unmarried uncle John Morphet at the 300 acre Foredale 
farm, near Helwith bridge and then inherited it from him.  It wasn’t until he was 50 that Richard 
decided to marry.  His wife was Jane Yeadon the daughter of a farmer at Wharfe. They 
continued to farm at Foredale, with servants of course, before retiring to live at The Terrace in 
Settle alongside some of the wealthier Settle Folk.   They both had long lives, dying in their 90s.  
The papers celebrated Richard as ‘the oldest inhabitant of Settle’ [1]. 

They have a very well preserved stone reflecting Richaard’s estate worth 
the equivalent of over £1million today.  

In Loving Memory of Richard Redmayne The Terrace, Settle Died June 21st 
1901, aged 92 years. And of Jane Redmayne his widow died November 10th 
1905 aged 90 years, Old E34 
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This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which 
has recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those 
buried. It has been written in good faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently 
included errors or breached any copyright I apologise and would welcome corrections.  

Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project. 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Halifax 
Evening Courier 
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