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Richard Hardacre, ‘Tubber Dick’, cooper  
Richard, was born in 1824 to one of the many Hardacre families of Long Preston. He was the son 
of Henry Hardacre, a farmer-cum-cooper who retired to run the Craven Heifer Inn at Stainforth. 
Richard was possibly the grandson of Richard Hardacre who was known as ‘Sexton Dicky’.  
Sexton Dicky issued an annual sheet of witty rhymes about life in Settle in his later years, such 
as this in 1832 when the Town Hall had just been built: 

There is one thing I have to tell, 
Settle’s Town hall looks very well 
It sets the town out I do declare 
Useful for market or for fair.  

Our Richard began his working life in domestic service working for John 
Hartley from the firm of solicitors in Giggleswick.  Meanwhile Margaret 
Robinson, a farmer’s daughter from Rathmell was working as a servant to a 
porter merchant called John Hardacre (unrelated) in the Market Square. 
By 1850 Richard had become a cooper, quite a skilled occupation, learnt 
from his dad Henry and married Margaret. Coopers made or repaired 
vessels casks, barrels and tubs, hence ‘tubber dick’. Coopering is an 
ancient trade dating back to 2600BC and providing many families with the 
surname Cooper.  Obviously many coopers worked for breweries.  With the 
exception of skilled craftsmen working for Scottish whisky distilleries 
technology has taken over the job now. 

Richard and Margaret lived in a house opposite what is now the Post Office on Duke Street but 
Richard’s business was in the basement of the Shambles, underneath all those smelly and messy 
butchers’ shops [CH].  His neighbours were clogger 
John Taylor and tinner Anthony (Tant) 
Rowlandson who ‘made the welkin ring’ (made a 
very loud noise). Unfortunately, Margaret died in 
1856 at the birth of their first child, a daughter 
Elizabeth Ann, who also died.  

A year later Richard married Mary Clapham from 
Lawkland. She was the eldest child of Lawrence 
Clapham and Sarah Wilson.  Sarah had died in 
1849 and Mary brought her dad with her.  Lawrence 
lived with Richard and Mary for at least 41 years describing himself in each census return as 
‘formerly farmer’. Richard must have been a patient man, especially as Lawrence seemed to be  
a bit of a liability. 

In 1834 Lawrence dissolved a partnership 
‘jobbers and cattle dealers at Giggleswick and 
Lawkland’ with Henry Walton by mutual 
consent and, in a strongly worded legal notice 
in the paper made it clear that Robert 
Dawson ‘employed by us as an Agent, is 
DISCHARGED, and has no further Authority to 
act on our behalf’ [1]. Funnily enough, Robert 
Dawson had a successful career as a cattle 
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dealer after this. Robert was the father of Stephen Dawson, a surveyor, who married into the 
Towler family — see William Towler.  
In 1854 Lawrence had a bad year.  In a somewhat complicated case, it seems Lawrence had 
become insolvent and then slandered someone to whom he was indebted [2].  PC Thomas 
Blanshard also accused him of hiding his furniture with his children to avoid it being taken away.   
After all this it’s no surprise that in 1856 Lawrence was fined 5 shillings for being drunk [3].  

Despite her father’s antics Mary gave birth to five children. The eldest, Sarah Ann died in 
infancy and youngest son Richard died aged eight. Wife Mary died aged 54 in 1884. Not a man to 
live on his own, a year later, Richard, aged 61, married 51 year old spinster, Eleanor Elwin, a 
gardener’s daughter from Gargrave. Eleanor had spent her adult life working in domestic service 
for Jane Sutcliffe in the large house at the top of Belle Hill.  
 
Richard died six years later and Eleanor continued to live with son Walter 
Clapham Hardacre until he took up a post as a railway clerk in Skipton and 
started a family there. Eleanor was brought back to Settle for burial with 
Richard.  

Richard Hardacre of Settle who died Feb 18th 1890 aged 66 years. Also Margaret 
his wife who died July 20th 1856 aged 33 years. Also Mary his second wife who died 
March 10th 1884 aged 54 years. Also Richard son of Rd & Mary Hardacre who died 
Dec 15th 1874 aged 8 years. Also Eleanor widow of the above who departed this 
life Feb 12th 1917 aged 83 years, Old B12. 

The gravestone commemorates Richard, all three wives and 
son Richard. However, wives Margaret and Mary, son Richard 
and two infant daughters were all buried in the Ancient 
graveyard, hopefully together.  

Richard and Mary’s son Henry Hardacre worked as a grocer 
and had a family in Keighley.  Richard and Mary’s son James  
Hardacre became a school master, initially in Halifax.   He 
married Mary Barlow, a printer and stationer’s daughter from 
Bury, who had been working as a schoolmistress.  Together 
they ran an elementary school in Nether Poppleton, just 
outside York. In 1893 there was a huge argument about the 
futures of the schools in Nether and Upper Poppleton but 
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eventually they were merged and James became the Headmaster.  
James was a keen amateur cricketer (although always a long way down 
the table) playing for Poppleton against teams such as 'York Amateur 
Rowing Club’, 'Ordnance Survey’ and ‘NER Loco smiths and strikers'.  
James [ph1] and Mary had three children and several grandchildren in 
Poppleton.  

Their sons Gilbert Clapham Hardacre and Geoffrey Ronald Hardacre 
began their lives working for the Post Office but after the war became 
journalists.  Gilbert was a news and sports reporter with the Oxford Mail 
for over 20 years and earning a deserved tribute from the Banbury 
Spencer Football Club [4].  Geoffrey went one step further, becoming the 
editor of the Yorkshire Evening Press, on this occasion giving support for a 
‘York Tattoo’ [5].  Geoffrey was also a keen gardener.  He donated a cup to the local agricultural 
show for the best entry by a child under the age of 15, won by Tanya Kennedy in 1956 [4].  

James and Mary’s daughter Elsie Mary Hardacre [ph1] married 
Bernard Hudson, a builder working for his family’s 
business in Bridlington, and they had four children. 
Bernard [ph1] was an expert rifleman, serving in the 
East Yorkshire Yeomanry and winning numerous 
trophies. Tragically, Bernard was killed after falling 
over a railing into a basement during the blackout in 
1939, aged 51 [6]. His eyesight had been failing and he 
was due to see an optician.  Their youngest daughter 
was just six. 

Elsie Mary stayed in Bridlington to bring up 
the children.  She died 24 years later, aged 
71. 
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This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. It has 
been written in good faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently included errors or 
breached any copyright I apologise and would welcome corrections.  

Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

Illustrations kindly provided by Teresa Gordon. The life stories of people with italicised names 
have been researched as part of the graveyard project. 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Leeds 
Mercury, 2 — York Herald, 3 — Lancaster Gazette, 4 — Banbury Advertisier, 5 — Bradford 
Observer, 6 — Hull Daily Mail 

CH - with the kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer 

ph1 — photo credited to descendants via Ancestry.co.uk, username Bernie Hudson
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