
Settle Graveyard Project

There are 31 Metcalfe burials in the graveyard and these are some of them.   Some families have 
descendants but obviously some don’t.  By some coincidence, none of the burials in these stories 
have descendants, so we remember them here in place of descendants.  

Robert Metcalfe, Pen Y Gent farmer 
Robert, born in 1830, was the son of farmer Christopher Metcalfe and Nanny 
Burton from Halton Gill. By the time of the 1841 census, the family were at 
Neal’s Ing farm on the hills beside Pen Y Gent as they had been for decades 
before. 

Robert worked the farm at Neal’s Ing with his family until his father died in 
1866. Christopher and Nanny are buried in Arncliffe graveyard.   

By the time of the 1881 census Robert had moved to the Terrace area of 
Settle with his sister Sarah. They employed a servant, 29 year old Jane Ann 
Ellison, who had moved to Settle from Dent. Jane Ann’s sister Eliza had 
married Robert’s brother Foster several years before.  A year later Robert, 
aged 52, and Jane Ann married and would have six children. They lived on 
Kirkgate and then at 7 PenYGent View. Sons Christopher and Jonathan died in 
infancy and the others all remained single. 

In Loving Memory of Christopher Metcalfe born November 10th 1886 died 
November 25th 1886.  Jonathan Metcalfe born November 13th 1893 died May 6th 
1894.  Robert Metcalfe Died April 27th 1911 aged 81 years.  Also Jane Ann wife 
of the above died May 24th 1939 Aged 86 years.  Mary Metcalfe Died April 20th 
1959 aged 74 years, A75. 

Son Jonathan is commemorated on this stone but was buried in 
the grave directly behind with his siblings. They lived together at 
7 PenYGent View with daily reminders of their ancestral home. 
Mary was the last of the children to die in 1959, aged 74, and 
filled up the grave A75.  

In Loving Memory of Robert Metcalfe died 
July 21st 1938 aged 50 years. Also Nanny 
Metcalfe died March 31st 1939 aged 56 years 
also Jennie Metcalfe Born Nov. 5th 1889 died 
Oct. 12th 1950, B75  

Robert’s brother, Foster, continued farming 
for a while at Neal’s Ing after their father 
died. However Foster later moved to 
Austwick farming land adjacent to Thomas 
Clapham at Austwick Hall.  Occasionally 
Foster gave his address as ‘Austwick Hall’.  
In 1894 Foster gave the use of his fields for 
a school treat. The article gives a 
wonderful image of happy village life [1]. 
Foster won literally hundreds of awards at 
the North Ribblesdale Horticultural Show 
for his produce.   After his wife Eliza had 
died, Foster lived with his daughter Nannie and her husband John Jackson at Studfold, Horton in 
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Ribblesdale. Foster’s son James married Annie Handby, daughter of Edmund 
Handby. They are buried in the New graveyard J48 

Eliza and Jane Ann’s brother Robert Ellison took over the farm at Neal’s Ing 
when Foster Metcalfe moved to Austwick. Robert had previously been the 
farmer of the Folly in Settle, taking over from John Metcalfe (below).  In 
1881 he fell foul of a new law insisting that purveyors of milk had to be 
registered [2].  He lost sheep and cattle in the 1883 foot and mouth outbreak 
[3] and this may have brought about his move to Neal’s Ing. 

 

When she was 41, Robert’s younger sister Sarah (who had moved to 
Settle with him) became the second wife of John Whittingdale 
Ellershaw a land agent on Malham Moor.  She had a daughter, Sarah, 
when she was 43. When husband John died in 1893 Sarah and daughter 
Sarah moved back to Settle and lived next door to Titus Nelson’s shoe 
shop on Duke Street. Daughter Sarah took work with the Post Office 
until she married. Robert and Sarah’s brother James [ph1] worked as a 
farmer of some 1500 acres on Malham Moor and spent his last days 
living with Sarah on Duke Street.  

John Metcalfe, Folly farmer  
John Metcalfe, born in 1833, was the second son of 
another John Metcalfe, who ran a large farm at 
Gober (Gauber), just below Ribblehead Viaduct.  It’s 
quite possible that John and Robert (above) were 
related.  In 1843 the family had a valuable brown 
mare stolen [2].  The thief also stole a bridle from 
Stephen Parker at Lodge farm. The Metcalfes would 
have been dependent on horses for all types of 
personal and farming transport until the Settle to 
Carlisle railway was built.  

It would have been interesting up at Gober Farm in the 1870s as the Settle to Carlisle railway ran 
straight through their land. The Metcalfes were tenant farmers and their landowners will have 
contributed to the costs of the railway, enabling Ribblehead station to be built in the middle of 
nowhere. The station must have helped considerably with moving produce and livestock to and 
from the markets and farms. 

John’s elder brother Alexander continued to work Gober Farm when John married Ellen Tennant 
from the farm next door in 1860.  Soon afterwards John and Ellen moved to live at the Folly in 

settleresearch@gmail.com



Settle Graveyard Project

Settle and farm the associated land.  Soon afterwards John had to deal with the threat of the 
Cattle Plague which spread across the country.   By the time of the 1871 census, he was listed as 
farming 400 acres. John had a servant, John Lund, to help with the running of the farm. John 
later married Mary Jane Haining and they emigrated to Ohio in the States. 

John stayed at the Folly for nearly 20 years, after which he still farmed 200 acres, but lived in 
High Street.  There’s no obvious reason why he moved out, although he was 50.   John died in 
1891, aged 61, and was buried at Horton in Ribblesdale, probably with his parents.  Ellen died in 
1900, aged 62, still in High Street.  

John and Ellen had four daughters. Their youngest daughter, Barbara Jane, seemed a bit of an 
afterthought, being born eleven years after the previous daughter. It’s also possible she could 
have been their 18 year old daughter Ellen’s baby. Sisters
Ellen and Mary Ann worked as bakers and confectioners [LSA]. 

After John died, Ellen, Mary Ann and young Barbara Jane 
moved to Croydon for some reason. Barbara was the 
headteacher of a school and MaryAnn and Ellen continues as 
confectioners. They remained single and died down south, 
but were all brought back to Settle for burial. 

In Loving Memory of John Metcalf of Settle  born October 13th 1829 died May 
26th 1891  Interred at Horton in Ribblesdale  Also Ellen widow of the above 
born February 13th 1838 died February 14th 1900.  Also of Mary Ann their 
daughter born July 8th 1867 died February 20th 1910. Ellen their eldest 
daughter born August 5th 1860 died March 10th 1936. Barbara Jane their 
daughter born March 18th 1878 died Oct 21st 1939.  Old D51 

Daughter Agnes looked after her mother until she died.  It was a common 
expectation of the age that a dutiful daughter would put her mother’s 
care before her own needs and desires.  Just a few months after her 
mother’s death, when she was 37, she married a local carpenter, Samuel 
Hodgson, a joiner from an amazing family. They didn’t have children. 
They are buried in Old G51 nearby. 

  

Christopher Metcalfe, railway platelayer 
This Christopher Metcalfe was the illegitimate son of Mary Metcalfe, born in Giggleswick in 
October 1822. By the time of the 1841 census Christopher was working as a game dealer living 
with ostler Samuel Hodgson on Kirkgate.  By the time of the 1851 census Christopher was an 
ostler too, working for William Cork at the Naked Man Inn. In 1853, aged 30, he married 
Margaret Foster from Ingleton who had found work in domestic service at Austwick. 

They lived on Kirkgate. Christopher found work on the railways while Margaret had four children, 
although son Robert died in infancy and is buried in the Ancient graveyard. Their three daughters 
remained single. The sisters lived together on High Street working as bakers and confectioners.  
Mary is buried with her parents, and Margaret and Ellen are together not far away. Son Robert is 
commemorated on his parent’s stone.   

In Loving Memory of Christopher Metcalfe born October 8th 1822 died February 
15th 1898 also Margaret wife of the above born March 9th 1933 died March 30th 
1902 also Robert son of the above born February 7th 1872 died May 7th 1872 
also Mary eldest daughter of the above born October 14th 1858 died March 2nd 
1921. At rest. Old D17 
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In loving memory of Margaret Metcalfe died Oct 13th 1948 aged 83 
years, Also Ellen her sister died Dec 29th 1948 aged 75 years, G50 
(plus Richard Dawson) 

Margaret and Ellen share a grave with unrelated bachelor Richard 
Dawson who had died 36 years before died in 1912, aged 58. 

Richard Dawson, labourer 
Richard, born in 1860, was the third child of Stephen Dawson and his wife Ann Towler.   
Stephen was a farmer at Wham near Rathmell who lost half his cattle during the cattle plague of 
the 1860s and went out of business.  However, after working for his brother-in-law William 
Towler in the corn mill for a while, Stephen managed to set himself up as a successful district 
surveyor.  Stephen and Ann are buried at Giggleswick because they died in 1885 when Settle was 
without a graveyard.   The Ancient graveyard had been closed as it was dangerously full, and the 
Old graveyard had not yet been acquired.  

After his parents died during the 1880s Richard lodged with a variety of Settle families including 
John and Mary Jane Wrathall - see Ralph, and the Benthams in the Castle Hill area of Settle.    
Richard only had £18 to his name upon his death, and he left this to his sister Agnes who had 
married Robert Mansergh, the son of James Mansergh the successful Rathmell saw mill owner.  

Metcalfe siblings 
William, Barbara and Alice Metcalfe were three of the nine children of James Metcalfe, a 
labourer and Betty Lambert who came to Langcliffe from Hawes in the 1820s, presumably to 
find work.   

James died in 1845 aged 73.  William, Barbara and Alice remained single and stayed with their 
mother until she died in 1877, aged 93!  William worked as a butcher. After Barbara’s death in 
Langcliffe, William and Alice came to Settle living in the King William IV yard.  

Their sister Margaret married Matthew Procter and their son was Settle’s tailor 
James Procter. 

In Loving Memory of William Metcalfe died Sep 3rd 1893, aged 75 years. Also the 
following sisters of the above. Alice, died Oct 9th 1906 aged 82 years.  Barbara, 
died April 17th 1882 aged 74 years. Interred at Langcliff. Elizabeth, their mother 
died January 26th 1877 aged 93 years. Interred at Langcliffe, Old C74 
 

This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. It has 
been written in good faith with no offence intended.  If I have inadvertently included errors or 
breached any copyright I apologise and would welcome corrections.  
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Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project. 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 —  Lancaster 
Guardian, 2 — Lancaster Gazette, 3 —Yorkshire Post 

ph1 — photo credited to the descendants of James Metcalfe on Ancestry.co.uk 
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