Settle Graveyard Project

Heelig family, hard working folk

Thomas Heelis, born in 1771 in Long Preston, was an agricultural labourer who had five children
with his wife Elizabeth Preston. Despite the hard work Thomas lived until the age of 75 and
Elizabeth until 82. Their last years were spent in
Long Preston almshouses with their spinster '
daughter Margaret, one of five children. Daughter .

Margaret spent her last 20 years in Long Preston N
almhouses too. The almshouses had been founded |
in the 17th century by James Knowles, a London
merchant originally from Long Preston but were
rebuilt in 1858 [ph1]. They housed ten deserving
elderly ‘inmates’, native to Long Preston, who
received 6 shillings per week.

Their daughter Ann and son Richard Heelis married siblings James and Mary Carr. Richard,
another agricultural labourer and Mary stayed in Long Preston. James (Jimmy) Carr was believed
to be ‘the last malefactor to grace the Sticks, which | can now bring to mind at the foot of the
Market cross, where many pints enlivened his captivity.’[ph3] Jimmy had also been dared to
speak to Queen Caroline when she came through Settle. ‘So, for a pint he rushed up and put his
hand in at the window which she took. and then Jimmy said, “Eh! God bless you ma’am what a
nice life soft white hand ye hev.”’[ph3] Queen Caroline was only on the throne for just over a

year so we can pinpoint this to 1820/21. Queen Caroline once came through Settle
and the butchers dared Jimmy Carr to
speak to her at the Lion door. So for a
pint he rushed up and put his hand in at the
window which she took, and then Jimmy
said “Eh! God bless you ma'm what a
nice lile soft white hand ye hev.”

1 believe Jimmy was the last malefactor
to grace the Stocks, which I can now bring
to mind at the foot of the Market Cross,
where many pints enlivened his captivity.
Jimmy died a year after his wedding to Ann
Heelis but that was sufficient time to father wwmveu mwv-re~ =or —= 0 fo  acentlv as Haturdav

thout assistance.—Only #0 rocently a3 Saturduy

two daughters. Ann and James’ daughter lutnnandﬂen;{::cﬂl’ﬂd to Richard Towler, ldnﬁ:lgf
Elizabeth Carr married Richard Towler. and Settle, who, on his froms Chatburn with a wag-
they lived in Settle with their expanding family. = gamette, e Dean to S o the wagganstte Pt
Richard took work where he could get it, prokenand tobcodwrwinb‘dl:amhad.m conveyed
weaving, driving a horse and cart and as a to his bowe in Soitle,
grocer. Richard broke several ribs and
‘otherwise badly crushed’ when his wagonette was upset while running an errand for Mrs
Wetherell at the Golden Lion [5]. Elizabeth died after the birth of her seventh child in 1869 and
is buried in the Ancient graveyard with three infant daughters and Richard is buried close to the
Heelis family in the grave Old AX60.
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doesn’t provide records to back up this claim although suggests the discovers. oo e ©
that there were extensive excavations during the 1870s, finding
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jewellery, human bones and other Romano-British finds. In
the 1920s Tot Lord discovered the remains of a chariot in the
cave which is incredible considering the precarious access to
the cave. This story of the discovery of the cave bears great
similarities to the story of the discovery of Victoria Caves in
1837 by Michael Horner. This was either a great
coincidence, or a creative lapse of memory by someone in
the Heelis family!

In 1847 Henry married Grace Newsham/Newsholme from Rathmell. They lived in Long Preston
and Henry worked as an agricultural labourer while Grace set about giving birth to three sons
and a daughter. Grace and Henry moved to Settle during the 1850s, still labouring. They spent
their last 15 years in the ‘poor houses’ on Albert Hill in Upper Settle. Just like his father, Henry’s
family only just managed to keep themselves above the bread line. Henry was 73 when he died
and Grace was 60. They are buried in the unmarked grave Old AX54.

Henry and Grace’s eldest son, Thomas, was apprenticed to a tailor and
worked in Barnoldswick. Later he worked as a Coop salesman and
insurance salesman in Skipton. He and his wife Margaret Dugdale had
four sons.

Henry and Grace’s only daughter Jane, born in 1859, was described in
census returns as an ‘idiot’. After Henry and Grace died poor Jane spent
some years in Giggleswick Workhouse, the only medical provision available
for the poor, and died in Menston Asylum aged 38.

Henry and Grace’s son Richard, born in 1854, followed his father and
worked as a servant for John Preston (Jnr) at Mearbeck
Farm. His wife, Mary Ann Masters, was from Leicestershire
but had come to Settle to work as a housemaid for four -
elderly sisters living together in Stackhouse. After their -
demise she worked for Susannah Tatham, also in her 80s, |
the widow of John Tatham who established the Tatham
department store in Cheapside [ph2]. Richard also found e
employment at Tathams [1] and so perhaps that is where === b
Richard and Mary Ann met.

Mr. Heelis's {alhet worked

Richard and Mary Ann married in 1882 and moved to Bradford and  yocer and the Siors 15 told

had seven children although three of them, Clara, Lily and Charles &t one da¥ =, woman

i in i i i i string, Mr. Tatham hauded
Henry died in .m.fancy apd were buried in Bradford. Durlpg the her the bail. telling her o
1890s the remaining family returned to Settle where they lived in  help herseif. After some time
. . . she was stll  unwindmg
Bowskill’s Yard, off Castle Hill, for almost 50 years. Richard worked  string, —and _ the grocer
observed: "I wer }mst

as a quarryman and a stableman. measurin’ thi conscience!”

Infant daughter Mary Ann died just after they returned to
Settle in 1895. Their daughter Grace Ethel began a life in | SETTLE MYSTERY SOLVED.
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than suicide. Dr Hyslop had recently diagnosed Grace Ethel as anaemic and suffering from
‘sleeplessness and hysteria’. That poor girl. Obviously there was no provision for mental health
care in those days — a stiff upper lip was expected.

So, five out of seven children had predeceased Richard and Mary Ann. Daughters Grace Ethel and
infant Mary Ann are buried with their grandparents in Old AX54. Richard was 76 when he died
and is buried with Mary Ann, aged 74, in the unmarked grave Old LX27.

Richard and Mary’s daughter Louisa worked as a housemaid for Marie Auerbach and partner
Esther Pickard at Overdale Girls’ School. At the time of the 1911 census the school was
providing education for 27 young ladies from all over England, with one from the States. Louisa
married Tom Harrison, a Tosside dairy farmer with whom she had a family. She must have liked
the outdoor life as she lived to the age of 91, although husband Tom died aged just 52.

Richard and Mary’s son John Masters Heelis lived with his parents in Bowskill’s Yard until they
died and then moved to Lancashire. At the time of the 1939 pre-war register John was listed as
an ‘unemployed branch exchange manager’ living with a widow, 20 years his senior, Sarah Ann
Isabella (Reid) Walmsley, described as a pensioner and musical instrument repairer, and her
brother Thomas.
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previously been married to Arthur William Walmsley, musical
instrument repairer, and Sarah had learnt the trade from him. John
and Sarah had been together since around 1931 when Sarah’s

husband died. John and Sarah retired to
Blackpool and she died there, aged 85, in
1952.  During the 1950s John had several
of his remembrances published in the
papers as well as the one about his
grandfather’s dog discovering Attermire
Cave, allegedly. John was remembered as

an enthusiastic member of local brass |,

bands and recalled amusing stories from
their tours including a pair of trousers lost
through a train window and a trombone full
of punch [1]. John also claimed to have a
stock of over 100 violins, including one
made by a young Stradivarius [4], perhaps
originally acquired through Sarah’s
husband. Obviously, we cannot be sure of
the accuracy of his tales!

100 violins

B ANY Settle people will

remember Mr. John
Walmslev Heelis, of Black-
pool, as an enthusiastic mem-
ber of local brass bands.
During his vouth in North
Craven he playved with bands
at Settle. Giggleswick and
Langcliffe.

Side by side with his in-
terest in brass instruments.
however. has gone & Fassnon
far violins. Mr Heelis still
makes and repairs them-—a
craft he learned over 25 years
RRO.

He has over 100 instruments
in stock, manv from the work-
shoaps of the old Italian
masters. One was made bv
Stradivarius when he was
about to be married at the
age of 23, but the label bears
the name of his master. for
Stradivarius was not at that
time working on his own.

Trombone with punch

AYS when nearly ave

D Dales village had its m‘?.
ba and the members cheerfully

ged through winler snow of
rnutul In_summer hear 10 enter.
tain Jocal folk. are recalled by Mr,
John Walmsley Heells. who lives
in retirement at Blackpool.

He reme i‘e\vhm Settle Bm
phnd at Hell ﬁs ris and 33t
near an ant-hill urm, a break
When they were travelling home
by triip, one of u\e bandsmen,
irritated by ants. removed his
trousers and shook them au! of
the carriage window. A
train caught them and d-agged
them out of hig hands. The train
was held up at Seitle Station unti!
the sialionmaster had dashed ‘o
his hause and brought along an
old pair of irousers

Brasg bands toured the vil'agrs
When Mr. Heeliv

assing

at Christmas.

* was supporting the Glulesmck

nd |t travelled by train to Clan.
ham one Christmas Dav and
olayed at the Flying Horse Shoe

Hotel. A steaming hol punch-bwvw!
was passed round, One of the men
loath to hand any punch back
after the band had drunk its 1.1,
poured the d-egs into his inetru-
ment, 5 trombone. and rth* fierv
llmlld was finished aff as the band
plodded up :he road to the village,

When he was 66 John married a 74 year old spinster Marion Lister, whose father, Robert
Ramsbottom Lister, had been a senior draughtsman building steam engines, but John died a
year later in 1963.

Going back a generation Henry and Grace’s son William Heelis married Mary Ann Butler who had
been brought up in an orphan’s home in Giggleswick with her brother Phineas Butler. Phineas
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met a tragic end on the railway whilst clearing snow [2]. Poor Phineas didn’t get much sympathy
from the papers as they appeared more concerned about the passenger traffic.

LAMEENT'S EETTLE ALMANAC

L

FATAL ACOIDENT NEAR SETTLE.

Yesterday morniog Phineas Butler, aged 28 years, was
oleanng thesnow from the poiuta vf the up mam liga at
Helliflald Junetion, when ho was kuocksi down and
killed. The Bettta and Carliste liuo wss cleared on
Monday aveniag, and yestarday the traffic was resumad,
the passenger traius, bowerver, running late. Towacdy
avening the wind rose, aud & eecond block mppears 10 have
occurred betweon Mawea Junctica aad Dent, Theslow
WY Lrain dus al Settla at 6.53 Inst night bad nob lafe Hawes
= . Junotion at ten o’clock, The passenger iraffic ia come
4. > pletely demoralised, Mote saow fell during the day.

4

THE ASHFIELD
Wivery Stables @o., Fd.

Trisrmay 133

¥

i
i
i
Midland Railway Co.'s Parcol Recaiving Ofice. | i
Post Ofice and Mall Contractors, f

)

POST HORSES and CARRIAGES. ;

3

i

Al rlars Wt at The Staties or 2t the Asufienl Nelel wld |
Trerdre prom sibeniion |

—
¢l
2
3

F |
z
2

:
3
k]

.

H

H
3l
F

£

H

L
-

WM., MEELIS, Mamices —= |

Large or mmull orders sremot'y atéended to.

William was the manager of the stables at Ashfield [LSA]. Mary
Ann and William didn’t have children and are buried in the same
unmarked grave as her brother Phineas, Old AX55, in the grave
next to William’s siblings and grandparents.

-

This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. It has
been written in good faith with no offence intended. If | have inadvertently included errors or
breached any copyright | apologise and would welcome corrections.

Life stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project. The ‘Old
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.

Illustrations kindly provided by Teresa Gordon. The life stories of people with italicised names
have been researched as part of the graveyard project.

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster
Guardian, 2 — Leeds Mercury, 3 — Hartlepool Daily Mail, 4 — Bradford Observer, 5 — Yorkshire
Post

LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings
Preservation Trust

ph1 — credited to longprestonheritage.org.uk, ph2 — credited to the Back in Settle facebook
site, contributed by Mick Harrison, ph3 — with thanks to Giggleswick Church archives.
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