
AUSTWICK Fair and Market 

A market charter was granted to Clapham in 1201 by King John, which market would also 

have served Austwick nearby.  

The grant was made to William de Clapham to hold a market at Clapham every Thursday, a 

fair on Saturday before Quadragesima Sunday and two days following, on the festival of St 

Philip and St James and three days following, on the festival of St Mary Magdalene and two 

days following, on the eve of St Matthew and two days following. 

Market charters usually had geographical limits to minimize competition.  There was an 

annual cattle fair  on the green near the Austwick market cross on the Thursday before Whit 

Sunday (Kelly’s Directory). A Butter Market was held weekly and a Cloth market, selling 

remnants from the weaving sheds took place monthly. These markets have long since not 

been held.   

The base of the market cross on the Green, thought to be 15th century, is older than the pillar, 

put up by Charles Ingleby in the 19th century. 

   



In 1981 a first street market was held which has developed and at some stage incorporated a 

cuckoo theme. The purpose was to raise funds to support the village hall and the local playing 

fields. 

 



 

 



 

 


