
Settle Graveyard Project

The Graveyard Project has unearthed numerous stories of people whose lives were transformed 
by the two railways, for better or for worse.   Here are a few: 

David Hall Dale, the farmer not afraid to take on the railways 
Skipton born David Hall Dale married Isabella 
Green in 1830 and they began their family of 
ten. David farmed at Paley Green until 1842 
and then moved to Cleatop Farm just outside 
Settle towards Long Preston. This was a large 
farm of 370 acres, all rented from Reverend 
Hogarth Swale, the first incumbent at Holy 
Ascension.  

The Leeds to Lancaster line and, later, the 
very start of the Settle to Carlisle line ran 
straight through David’s farm. Reverend Swale 
is likely to have invested in these railways and 
would have received compensation for the use 
of his land.  David may not have been quite as 
enthusiastic —the building of the railway would have 
been incredibly disruptive to his farming business.  

In 1848 David took action against the North Western 
Railway who were building the Leeds to Lancaster line.  
He claimed the fence they used was insufficient to 
contain his sheep and cows.  The court agreed with him 
and ordered the railway to build a new fence within a 
month! — a very expensive case for the railway [1]. 

It’s no surprise that David was well respected by 
colleagues. In 1866, he was elected as the chair of a 
ratepayers’ meeting to decide on measures to tackle the 
Cattle Plague which eventually killed 260 cattle in the 
area.  

David died in 1871, a very wealthy man as the auction details for some of his assets indicate [CH]. 
The auctioneer was John Cowburn, the Registrar. 

Railway investors 
Those with money make more money by lending to others or investing in businesses.  After the 
success of the canals in the late 18th century, the railways became the next ‘must have’ 
investment.  ‘Railway Mania’ was the leading speculative frenzy in the 1840s.  Between 1844 and 
1846, investments resulted in 6,220 miles of railway line — more than half of modern UK railway 
network of 11,000 miles.   

There are several wealthy folk in Settle who made millions from investing in the railways, not 
least Pudsey Dawson who owned Langcliffe Hall, Marshfield on Kirkgate, the Folly and well over 
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500 acres of land in the area. Coincidentally he was the Chair of the shareholders of the North 
Western Railway at the time that it built the Skipton to Lancaster line. So he did alright.  

However, there were winners and losers; as the price of railway shares increased, more and 
more money was poured in by speculators until the inevitable collapse. Around a third of the 
authorised railways were never built as the companies collapsed, or were bought out by larger 
competitors or turned out to be fraudulent enterprises. The savvy investor put money into 
several companies to mitigate against this loss. 

Isabella Hargrave was the widow of Stephen Hargrave who farmed the enormous Stockdale Farm 
above Settle. She took advice to invest her 
inheritance in the railways. Letters to her 
relations give an indication of the precarious 
nature of this [A]. 

Frederick Furlonger was a solicitor’s clerk from Warminster who married Ellen, the daughter of 
Charles Ratcliffe, the manager of a Settle Cotton Mill. Like many others Frederick lost his 
money. Unlike many others, he was so desperate that in August 1850 he embezzled one pound 
and 12 shillings from his employer in Woodbridge, Suffolk [3].  He was caught out in the end and 
in the process a catalogue of other indiscretions was revealed.  

During the trial it transpired that he had an alias 
‘Joseph Symonds’ and had committed bigamy, 
already having a wife Sophia Brown (and a 
daughter), ‘a very foolish thing to do’. The report 
also implied that Frederick had falsely claimed 
‘through the medium of a forged certificate’ that 
he had worked as a clerk for the Settle solicitor 
John Cowburn.  This is John Cowburn, the father 
of our registrar, who had also lost money on the 
railways. 

Frederick was found guilty. He was sentenced to 12 
months imprisonment with hard labour, narrowly 
avoiding transportation. As if all this wasn’t 
enough, Frederick was then declared bankrupt in 
1868.  Frederick died in 1879, still working as a 
solicitor’s clerk in Wiltshire. Ellen died at Lambeth 
workhouse three years later.    Incredibly their two 
sons did very well out of life, one becoming a 
solicitor and auditor in Australia.  
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The railway line cut through several large properties in 
Settle including Ingfield, Ashfield, Marshfield, 
Whitefriars and Barrel Sykes. Obviously, the owners 
were well recompensed and had probably invested in 
the railway anyway. John Jackson, a solicitor working 
for Henry Robinson’s business had lived at Bond End 
and decided to move house as the railway was really 
very close!   

Entrepreneurs 

Abraham Smith, a lucky man 
The building of the railway was a tradesman’s dream. Settle 
blacksmiths, stonemasons and joiners were suddenly in the 
right place at the right time.  Coal was in demand as never 
before and the railways made it easy to obtain supplies [LSA].  

Abraham Smith found a way into this lucrative market by 
marrying a clever businesswoman, Sarah Ann Tatham. 

Sarah Ann Tatham, born in 1827, was the daughter 
of a coal merchant Elisha Tatham. Elisha died when 
Sarah was five, and her mother married another 
coal merchant, Thomas Hall from Hellifield.  

Perhaps Thomas Hall had been in partnership with 
Elisha Tatham? After Elisha’s death Thomas worked 
in partnership with his daughter-in-law Sarah Ann. 
She ran a branch of the business in New Street, 
Settle [SC]. Thomas died in 1858 and so, undeterred, 
Sarah Ann continued the business with the help of 
half-sister Mary Hall. It was exceptionally unusual 
for unmarried women to run a business, especially 
such a physical one.  

Abraham Smith was a cattle dealer and butcher 
from Bradford.  By 1868 he had met and married 
successful Sarah Ann. Abraham was 28, Sarah Ann 
was 41. Marriages to older women, especially 13 
years older, were poorly regarded by society but 
Abraham knew a good woman when he saw her!  Abraham joined Sarah Ann to run the business.   
Sarah Ann died four years later in October 1872. Abraham married another Bradford coal 
merchant’s daughter, Ann Wilkinson.   

Six years later Abraham suddenly died, just after the birth of their third daughter, Amy [2].  He 
was ‘well known and generally respected’ which doesn’t sound as good as it could. However, his 
estate was worth well over a million pounds in today’s value, some of which he should definitely 
thank Sarah Ann Tatham for.  
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The railway also provided opportunities for 
other types of entrepreneur . . .  

Brothers Robert and Worrell Kellam found 
creative ways of making money on the 
railway. In 1878, Worrell Kellam, a joiner 
and foreman was taken to court for fraud — 
he was taking on labouring jobs and using  
his team of men to do them whilst fiddling 
their time sheets so that their wages were 
paid by the railway [4]. The newspaper 
reports suggest this had happened before.   

Meanwhile a man called John Cook worked 
as a carpenter on the railway.  Whilst 
working one day in 1877, he noticed Robert 
Kellam taking a piece of mahogany from 
the railway stores and making a puzzle 
money box with it [5].  

John’s foreman in 1877 was none other 
than Worrell Kellam, Robert’s brother. 
Worrell dismissed John from work and so a 
little later John decided to tell the railway 
management about Robert taking the 
mahogany. The jury took the opinion that 
John was bitter about losing his job and 
that there was no proof of theft. They 
found Robert ‘not guilty, but with a 
doubt’.  The chairman said that Robert had 
‘escaped justice by the skin of his teeth’.  

John Cook was the man who registered the 
death of navvy James Burkinsher. John 
had a son, also called John. In 1886, 13 
year old son John, a church choirboy, died 
from drowning in the Ribble and is buried just in front of the church gate. Robert and Worrell’s 
poor mother Grace is buried in the graveyard.  

Accidents will happen, loads of them, to all classes 
Newspaper reports provide information about hundreds of accidents on the railways and several 
were fatal.   Here are a few linked to our graveyard. 

Ambrose Preston’s mother had brought the 
family to Settle from Hellifield after her husband 
John died. The family was poor and the sons 
scraped a living together with the men working 
as labourers. Ambrose and his brothers were 
often caught poaching. The railways provided an 
employment opportunity for Ambrose. This paid a 
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relatively good salary, but at a price — it was dangerous work. By the sounds of it, in 1867, 
Ambrose had a very lucky escape suffering a compound fracture of the skull in Leeds [6].  ‘The 
unfortunate man, of whose recovery but faint hopes are entertained, belongs to Settle’.  
Amazingly he lived for almost 20 more years. 

After Ambrose’s accident his family settled in Settle, living in the railway cottages on Cammock 
Lane and he continued to work on the railways as a platelayer.  Ambrose died in 1886, aged 55. 

Phineas Butler and his sister Mary Ann 
Butler were the illegitimate children of 
Sarah Butler of Gargrave.  She gave them 
up to a couple in Giggleswick who brought 
up a houseful of orphaned children.  Apart 
from a couple of arrests for poaching 
Phineas managed to survive and found 
himself a job on the railway.  In 1885, aged 
28, Phineas married Matilda Frost but less 
than a year later, in the snow, Phineas was 
involved in a fatal accident. The report [6] 
seems more concerned about the inconvenience to the passenger traffic than about Phineas’ 
death. Within a couple of months Phineas’ widow had left for New York with a tailor called 
Robert West.  

Phineas is buried in an unmarked grave Old AX55 with his sister Mary Ann and her husband 
William Heelis. 

John Goddard Barker was a professional musician who had 
moved to Settle from Ashby-de-la-Zouch to work as the 
organist at Settle Church. John remained a bachelor and 
rented a room in Pen-y-Gent View from Eliza Poole.  

John had recently retired when he was hit by a passing 
train in the night and died, aged 66 [6].  He has a fine 
gravestone with a good view of the railway, Old A35.  
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This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. Life 
stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard project’.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project. 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Blackburn 
Standard, 2 — Lancaster Gazette, 3 — Essex Herald, 4 — Manchester Evening News, 5 — 
Lancaster Guardian, 6 — Leeds Mercury 

LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, SC — Settle Chronicle with the kind permission of the North 
Craven Buildings Preservation Trust 

[A] — letters credited to the descendants of the Hargrave family via ancestry.co.uk, username 
gspiers1950.  

CH - with the kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer 
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