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Entrepreneur William Cork - meat, wigs and inns - anything really 
William Cork, born in 1790, was the son of a Skipton draper. 
He moved to Settle by 1810 to marry his first wife Elizabeth 
Charnley who gave him four children before she died. He 
worked as a butcher. By 1821 William had become a 
hairdresser and wig maker in the days when gentlemen could 
not be seen without their (very itchy) wig, such as the one 
pictured and as described in the diaries of William Lodge 
Paley [ph2]. 

In 1835 William married Jennett Moorhouse who was 20 years his junior. In 
Victorian society it was quite acceptable for men to marry second wives who were 
much younger in order to have further heirs. However, Jennet didn’t have 
children.  

As the 19th century wore on wigs became less 
fashionable and so William diversified his business. 
In the 1837 trade directory William was listed as a 
hat manufacturer but also advertised as a 
perfumer, hair cutter and ornamental hair 
manufacturer [ph1].  By the 1840s, entrepreneur 
William had another new business, taking on the 
tenancy for the New Inn and then for the Old 
Naked Man.  

In 1856, William and several other innkeepers  
including William Towler and John King swapped 
their licenses for reason. William moved from the 
New Inn to The Talbot [1].  

Two years later William died, aged 67. Jennett was the sole executor of his substantial estate — 
William made a good living through his enterprise. Jennett lived for another 17 years and spent 
the rest of her living with other families including  
Margaret, the widow of bank manager Frank Ellis. 
In census returns Jennett described herself as 
‘formerly innkeeper’. 

William is buried with his first wife in Long 
Preston and Jennett is buried in an unmarked 
grave somewhere in our Ancient Graveyard. 

William’s son, by his first marriage, Sylvester also 
became a hairdresser and wig maker, living in the 
Market Place with his unmarried sister Elizabeth.   
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His shop was behind the Shambles opposite the Town Hall (with white window blinds) [ph1]. 

William’s daughter Jane married the solicitor John Cowburn in 1832 and gave him at least six 
children. They lived in Duke Street opposite the end of Station Road before moving the exclusive 
residences of The Terrace on the opposite side of the road 
as their wealth increased.  

John was an educated man so could become an attorney 
and solicitor. During the 1840s, he took advantage of the 
opportunities of ‘railway mania’. In partnership with 
Edward James Norris, ’Cowburn and Norris’ was set up to 
manage the business of a railway planned between 
Lancaster and Newcastle upon Tyne [2].  The reality was 
that a third of all planned railways failed, including this 
one. John and Edward had a few problems and eventually 
John became insolvent [3]. The wrangling over his estate 
continued several years after his death.  Despite all of 
this, John must have been well regarded as he had 
been elected to the prestigious position of High 
Constable for the West Riding in 1847, to oversee 
provision for keeping order.  John had immense 
responsibility in this post. 

In 1850 John was taken to court by John Johnson 
Hartley, a local ironmonger for failure to honour a 
rather substantial promissory note [1]. Oops. 

John had a most unfortunate death in 1855 
whilst skating on the ice at ‘Birkbeck Wear’, 
nearly Anley [4]. The severity of 19th century 
weather was frequently commented on by 
newspapers.  As was so common in those 
days, John appeared to die from the infection 
picked up in the accident rather than from 
the injury itself. John was just 44 and died 
without leaving a will, which is rather 
careless for a solicitor. 

John’s widow Jane moved to much cheaper housing in Kirkgate. 
She was a widow for over 50 years before dying in 1906 aged 93. 
John and Jane are buried in Gisburn with John’s parents. 

Daughter Sarah Jane became the second wife of Darius Ineson 
who ran his tinning and brazier business at the end of Cheapside in 
the Market Place [ph1].  Sarah Jane was nearly 30 years younger 
than Darius which may explain why they went to Scarborough to 
get married. Sarah Jane Ineson is buried in Holy Ascension 
graveyard with her sister Hannah who remained a spinster in grave 
OLD L41. 

In loving remembrance of Annie Cowburn (of Settle) 
who died Nov 21st 1926 aged 47 years.  Also Sarah 
Jane Ineson who died April 2nd 1937 aged 88 years.  
The day thou gavest Lord is ended 
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Jane’s daughters Hannah and Mary Frances ran a 
confectionery business [LSA] until Mary Frances married a 
cattle dealer, Stephen Lowis, from Shipley. 

John and Jane’s son, Charles Henry Cowburn, born in 
1846 had a less conventional life.  His father died when 
Charles was just nine, which may have had long term 
effects. In 1866 he worked as a solicitor’s clerk in Colne.  
He was arrested for stealing and, controversially was not granted bail.  He was found not guilty 
on this occasion [4].  

However in 1873, in Manchester, he was charged with embezzling from his employer.  This time 
he was found guilty and imprisoned for six months [5].  

By the next 1881 census return Charles was living with a ‘wife’ Lucy and two children.  He 
eventually married Lucy Leigh just before her death in 1884.  His young daughter Hannah was 
then brought up by sister Sarah Jane (Ineson) and son Charles by Lucy’s relations.  Charles 
continued to work as a clerk in Manchester and died aged 75. 

Their son John also had a fascinating (and short) life, but that’s another story - see Cowburns  in 
the Old graveyard stories, and Grime in the Ancient graveyard. 

NI - New Inn 

JA - Joiner’s Arms, later Commercial Inn 

GL, ONM, RO, TA - Golden Lion, (Old) Naked 
Man, Royal Oak, Talbot Arms as now 

SE - Spread Eagle Inn on Kirkgate  

CV - Crown Inn/Vaults 

WH - White Horse 

OBB - Obadiah Bayne’s Beerhouse - the tiny 
house 

CDB - Charles Duckett’s beerhouse, now the 
King William guesthouse. 
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This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. Life 
stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard project’.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is 
ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and 
events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’. 

The diaries of William Lodge Paley are by kind permission of the North Craven Buildings 
Preservation Trust 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 —  Lancaster 
Gazette, 2 — Kendal Mercury, 3 — County Courts Chronicle, 4 — Westmorland Gazette 

LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings 
Preservation Trust 

CH - with the kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer 

ph1 — credited to the Back in Settle Facebook site, ph2 — credited to Wikipedia, public domain
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