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Mark Beresford, a notorious man 
Mark was a farmer born in 1798 in Langstrothdale. 
By 1827 he was in Horton in Ribblesdale and 
married Jennie Mitton - for better or worse, 
richer or poorer . . . 

Jenny fulfilled her wifely duty and gave Mark five 
children, so Mark had to earn the income. By 1851, 
Mark had taken over Mearbeck Farm on the road to 
Long Preston which was a good sized farm. 
However he also found himself featuring in 
numerous newspaper reports showing that he lost 
a good chunk of his hard earned cash in alcohol 
and court fees.  It started in 1851 with the assault 
of James Ellison, a bookbinder who rented his 
property from Mark [1].  Mark was fined 40 shillings 
plus costs.  After that, he regularly appeared in 
court for being drunk and disorderly and ‘profane swearing’ [1, 2].   Over time the reports became 
ever more despairing about his habits.  

Mark died in 1858 aged 60, and the long suffering Jenny died in 1860.  

Mark and Jenny’s daughter Barbara married into the Ayrton family, and ran several inns in Clitheroe.  
Son Peter also got into a few scrapes before he died in the workhouse aged 58 — he’s buried at 
Giggleswick. 
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Settle Graveyard Project

This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. Life 
stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard project’.  The ‘Old Settle’ 
family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is ongoing 
and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on 
the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’. 

Newspaper cuttings by kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Kendal Mercury 2 —
Lancaster Gazette
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