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Dr Robert Simpson, Scottish surgeon 
Sacred to the memory of Annie, wife of Robert Simpson of Settle who died Sept 29th 1864 
aged 29 years, E9. 

Robert was one of several Scottish surgeons to work in Settle.  He married Annie Morley from 
Harrogate.   Annie could be related to the Morley ancestors of Isabella Stubbs.  Robert lived in 
the large house opposite the Golden Lion on Duke Street and may have also lived at ‘Undercliffe’ 
in Duke Street.  Descendants think he also 
worked as surgeon for the workhouse.    

Annie died upon the birth of their third 
child, Dundas Morley Simpson, (known to 
the family as John!) who survived.   

In 1866 Robert’s medical skills were 
required after the assault on Ann Towler, 
wife of Bartholomew Towler.   Ann had 
been attempting to stop a fight between 
Joseph Young and his wife Elizabeth 
(Foster) - see Wilson 

Soon after, Robert took his three children 
back to Scotland and was  replaced by 
Edwin Septimus Green. Richard died four 
years later, back in Scotland, so the three 
children were brought up by their 
grandfather, Dundas Simpson who lived 
until he was 94 in Lanarkshire.  Dundas 
ran an extremely lucrative business, 
linking with the South African Exploration 
and Mining Company. 

Son Dundas (John) emigrated and made a 
successful living as an engineer on a gold 
mine in Denver,USA.  Robert’s daughter 
Elizabeth Gray Simpson married Thomas 
Craven, who made a fortune as a 
merchant for the East India and China companies.  
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This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. Life 
stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard project’.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’ 

With thanks to Norma Lowery for her help with the compilation of this account.  

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster 
Gazette 
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